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In Memoriam

Lyric Opera of Chicago dedicates these performances of 
Carmen to Nancy W. Knowles in honor of her extraordinary 
lifetime generosity and her service as a member of the Board of 
Directors as well as the Guild Board. The single most generous 
individual donor in Lyric’s history, Mrs. Knowles supported 
multiple campaigns during her lifetime and remembered Lyric 
with a generous bequest. Her legacy is commemorated through 
the Nancy W. Knowles Student and Family Performances 
Fund and the Nancy W. Knowles Lobby which now houses 
her portrait. Please join us in remembering and honoring Mrs. 
Knowles each time you enter our beloved Lyric Opera House. 



At Lyric, you’ll be amazed, replenished, 
and inspired with must-see, must-hear live 
experiences. Through the timeless power of 
voice, acting that brings characters to life in 
triumph and tragedy, the splendor of a great 
orchestra and chorus—coupled with theater, 
dance, design, and truly magical stagecraft—
Lyric is devoted to immersing audiences 
in worlds both familiar and unexpected, 
creating shared experiences that resonate 
long after the curtain comes down.
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Anthony Freud  
General Director,  
President & CEO  

Enrique Mazzola  
Music Director 

Welcome 
to your Lyric
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Dear Lyric Family,
 
What a thrill it is to welcome you into our magnificent Lyric Opera House for this exciting and 
enduring masterpiece: Carmen has been called a perfect opera and is one of the most popular of 
all masterworks in the repertoire. Despite the scandalized critics who denounced the piece at its 
premiere, the work was praised by Brahms, Tchaikovsky, and Wagner, among other luminaries.

Classics become classics with good reason—and Bizet’s opera is an outstanding example.  
It features riveting drama, irresistible melodies, and vivid and magnificent writing for chorus 
and orchestra. And, of course, it has an indelible, free-spirited heroine. As University of 
Chicago scholar Martha C. Nussbaum describes in her program note, the character Carmen 
has for generations eluded our complete understanding. Nussbaum concludes that it is in part 
because this character is a fully formed human being, subject to the passions and foibles 
that all of us share.

The essential element needed to bring such a character to life is of course a world class 
portrayal of the title role. We’re fortunate to have with us again both J’Nai Bridges—a Patrick 
G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center alumna who is enjoying a dazzling global career, 
including recent debuts at the Metropolitan Opera, Dutch National Opera, and the Gran 
Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona—and our Don José, Charles Castronovo, who charmed us all 
last season in The Elixir of Love.

You, our audience, are an essential partner in the broad collaboration at the heart of 
producing opera. Thank you for joining us at Carmen. Please enjoy the show!

Yours truly,

From the Chair  
and the General Director

SYLVIA NEIL
Chair

ANTHONY FREUD OBE
President, General Director & CEO
The Women’s Board Endowed Chair To
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SO HOW DOES ONE BECOME BOARD CHAIR?
I was sitting next to our wonderful former Chair, David 
Ormesher, at a Lyric gala. He turned to me and said, 
“You’d be a perfect Board Chair.”  I thought that was just 
a nice compliment. But then he took me to lunch and 
said he was serious. And here I am!

AND THEN THE BOARD VOTED YOU IN—THE FIRST 
WOMAN IN THAT ROLE.
Yes, I’m the first Chair who is a woman. We should 
recall, however, that women have had very powerful 
roles in Lyric’s history—co-founder Carol Fox, and 
longtime General Director Ardis Krainik, for instance. 
They established Lyric as one of the great opera 
companies in the world. Theirs are amazing footsteps  
to follow.  

Daniel Fischel, Board Chair Sylvia Neil, President, General Director & CEO Anthony Freud, and Music Director Enrique Mazzola 
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By David Zivan

Reaching higher

Sylvia Neil became Chair of the 

Board at Lyric—the first woman ever 

to hold that position—just before 

the pandemic began. In the face 

of those daunting challenges, 

she got to work. And now she’s 

helping lead Lyric to new levels 

of inclusivity and excellence.
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YOU WERE ALSO THE FIRST DESIGNATED CHAIR— 
A NEW POSITION FOR LYRIC. 
My year as designated chair turned out to be a critical 
time in the history of Lyric, indeed in the history of the 
world—it was when COVID hit. Indeed there were many 
functional and financial questions—major business 
decisions that had to be made right away. My first public 
act was to join David and our General Director, President 
& CEO Anthony Freud on stage when we cancelled 
Lyric’s new production of Wagner’s Ring cycle while 
in rehearsal. It was heartbreaking, especially for our 
beloved Sir Andrew Davis, whose tenure with Lyric was 
to culminate with this marvelous achievement.   

THAT SOUNDS LIKE A PROFOUNDLY DIFFICULT TIME 
TO START. 
It was! There was no learning curve. You might say I 
has thrown headfirst into the deep end of the pool. But 
as the saying goes, never let a crisis go to waste. And 
we at Lyric took that advice to heart. As an immediate 
intervention, my husband Dan Fischel and I created the 
Heroes Fund. We became sponsors of the Ring after it 
was cancelled and we asked for others to follow suit. 
Folks really stepped up, from donating their tickets to 
making brand new major gifts. Each and every sponsor 
of our cancelled productions contributed their donations 
to sustain the future of our company. That effort has 
grown into our current COVID recovery campaign 
which, due to our donors’ extraordinary generosity,  
has allowed Lyric to not just survive, but to thrive.  

IT’S REMARKABLE IN PART BECAUSE THERE WAS 
REALLY NO PLAYBOOK.
We made a decision: Rather than close our doors and go 
dark, we embarked on what became an extraordinary 
alternative season. It turned out to be a time of much 
experimentation and great creativity due to the brilliance 
of both our inimitable General Director Anthony Freud 
and our dynamic new Maestro Enrique Mazzola,  
together with the extraordinary dedication of our 
committed staff and artistic partners. We implemented a 
lot of things we’d always wanted to do online, attracting 
hundreds of thousands of followers from around the 
world. To mention just a couple of our achievements: 
Our cancelled Pagliacci was transformed into a cinematic 
version of the opera, set and filmed in our opera house 
(and it won a Midwest Emmy, by the way); Twilight: 
Gods, the total reimagining of Gotterdämmerung, the 
final Ring opera, was unbelievably staged as a drive-
through experience in the Millennium Park parking 
garage. I don’t think anybody who experienced that 

production will ever forget it, with the audience in cars 
snaking through spooky candlelit aisles to performance 
pods, culminating with Christine Goerke as Brünnhilde 
riding away in a red Mustang convertible. As opposed 
to just saying, it’s too bad we can’t perform, we figured 
out a way to be Lyric in new and exciting ways—all the 
while with strict safety protocols protecting our artists, 
staff, and audiences.

NOW THAT WE HAVE A LITTLE PERSPECTIVE,  
WHAT WAS THE RESULT OF ALL THAT?
The reach we achieved with people in other parts of the 
country and all over the world, and also in this city, is 
remarkable. A sort of transformation took place in that 
we reached hipper, newer audiences. This was actually 
an acceleration of trends that were already happening 
in opera, by the way. The reality is that opera is no 
longer like a closed club. People are much more open to 
new kinds of productions. And we reached a younger 
audience. And that all came about because we made 
a very conscious decision to say we’re going to throw 
ourselves at it as opposed to just withdrawing.

I HAVE TO ASK: WILL WE EVER SEE THAT WAGNER?
It’s ours. It is our own, brand new production, not 
something that we were renting from Europe or from 
someplace else in the United States. So yes, but it’ll 
be a bit of a long arc. We’re still very much in COVID 
recovery, like every performing arts group, and opera 
gets planned out years in advance.

HOW ARE THINGS TRENDING FOR LYRIC?
Lyric is trending positive in an extraordinary way. 
It still is a bumpy road, but we have confidence in a 
bright future. Opera in general, but Lyric in particular, 
has been experiencing a renewal. We’ve done much 
better than expected with our ticket sales, and the 
purchasers are often folks who are new to us, often just 
plain new to opera! We are lucky to have the talents of 
a new marketing guru, Paul Gunning, who brings new 
strategies and metrics from the private sector to opera. 
But I think it is mostly because we’ve stayed ahead on 
programming new productions. We see folks coming 
in great numbers to innovative new productions like 
Fire Shut Up in My Bones. This year we have two new 
world premieres produced by Lyric—The Factotum 
and Proximity. Both have been attracting national 
attention. Also, thanks to Anthony and Enrique, our 
traditional operas are done with creative distinction, 
from our own production of Macbeth to our creatively 
tweaked traditional productions such as Tosca and 

Reaching higher
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Carmen—there’s depth and complexity in the acting, in 
the dancing, in the whole way the staging and the stage 
setting itself are communicating. 

DOES THE BOARD CHAIR PLAY A ROLE  
IN THESE AREAS?
My role is to work very closely with the executive team 
to support their vision, to act as a sounding board and 
to be a conduit to involve the board, thereby moving 
the creative agenda forward. To this end, I created a 
so-called blue ribbon Production Advocacy Committee, 
chaired by Susan Morrison. I really endeavor to bring 
people into the process of understanding why something 
on the stage is so exciting, which results not just in 
support, but with contagion for opera!

SPEAKING OF EXCITING—TELL US 
ABOUT YOUR FIRST LA BOHÈME AT 
LYRIC.
It was my first opera ever. I had just 
turned 21 and arrived in Chicago to 
go to law school. The father of my 
then boyfriend was an opera buff 
who gifted me a ticket to La bohème 
at Lyric. I still have the image in my 
head of sitting in the audience and 
just being overwhelmed by the voices, 
by the setting. I remember the snow 
falling like magic on the stage. It 
was so compelling—the story, the 
singing— you’re just taken into your 
own imagination and emotions in a 
very profound way. And guess who the 
star was of the production—Luciano 
Pavarotti!

PAVAROTTI IS A PRETTY GOOD WAY TO START.
He was an unbelievable performer. As wonderful as 
other tenors have been and still are, there was just 
something unique about him. Magnificent.    

I’D LIKE TO TALK ABOUT SOME OF YOUR OTHER 
BOARD ACTIVITIES. YOU’RE ON THE INCLUSION, 
DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND ACCESS (IDEA) COMMITTEE, 
FOR INSTANCE.
I think what Lyric has done in this area is one of our 
most profoundly important accomplishments. If you 
look at last year, if you look at what our productions 
were, who our artists were, who our conductors were, 
if you look at our Board and our staff and compare 
them to the past, we can be very proud of our recent 
achievements in IDEA. I don’t mean we can rest on 
our laurels. But I’m a great believer that you can’t 
move forward unless you feel proud of what you’ve 
already accomplished, and remain aggressive in your 
commitment to achieve much more. 

EVEN IF IT ISN’T ALWAYS EASY TO QUANTIFY.
Accomplishment doesn’t happen in a straight line up. 
The Tetons, where my family spends a lot of time, are 
mountains that go straight up from the valley floor. But 
that’s why they’re a national park, because that is very 
rare. Our progress is more like ever increasing foothills 
leading to mountain peaks; while there are ups and 
downs, they are gradually getting higher and higher 
and higher. For example, look at our paid internship 
program, funded by the Elizabeth Morse Genius Trust, 
that will help develop the diverse opera artists, staffs, 
and aficionados of the future; look at the work we do 
with the Chicago Urban League with Chicago youth. You 
cannot quantify the effects of those programs for many 
years—they are seeds that will grow.  

IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU’RE SAYING 
OUR COMPASS IS POINTING IN A 
GOOD DIRECTION.
Our compass is pointing in a good 
direction because there’s a deep 
commitment to keep pointing  
in that direction. As seen with  
productions like Fire and Factotum,  
opera is moving beyond its white  
European roots to include whole  
new populations of artists and  
audiences. Which does not mean  
to say that our historic repertoire  
is losing its relevance. Look at the  
success of last year’s traditional  
Tosca, a production that featured  
two black artists in the leading roles.  
Read the program notes written  
by the great philosopher Martha  
C. Nussbaum about feminism and  

Carmen. Whether in thought or deed, whether with  
traditional or new productions, whether with artists  
or staff, or vendors, we are focused on inclusion.  
And that is progress.  

YOU SEEM TO BE TALKING ABOUT A LARGE-SCALE 
TRANSFORMATION.
We are looking at every single component of our 
organization—every aspect, from behind the stage to the 
audience, to the staff, to the board, to the artists, to the 
conductors, to the librettists, to the composers, to the 
conductors, to whom we are training at the Ryan Opera 
Center. Even vendors—it’s everything from cleaning 
services to investment companies. It is developing new 
orbits of customers and communities. Initial strides are 
often the hardest. With the leadership of our past and 
present IDEA board committee chairs, Jane Pigott, Eric 
Smith, and now Brenda Robinson, we’re developing a 
deeper understanding of how inclusion is accomplished. 
And we’re committed. Because that is the future.   
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Lyric’s world premiere of Proximity is generously made possible by an Anonymous Donor, OPERA America and support from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official Airline, American Airlines, and acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council Agency.

Be entertained. Be informed. Be activated.

March 24 - April 8

lyricopera.org/proximity

Conductor Kazem Abdullah    Director Yuval Sharon    Curated by Renée Fleming

Works by Daniel Bernard Roumain & Anna Deavere Smith, 

Caroline Shaw & Jocelyn Clarke, John Luther Adams & John Haines

Take your place 
in Lyric history

We hope Lyric holds a permanent 
place in your heart, and we’d like to 
offer you a permanent place at Lyric.

Name a seat in the Ardis Krainik Theatre with a 

personalized brass plaque at the seat of your choosing.

It’s the perfect way to celebrate an event, remember 

a loved one, or simply commemorate your love of Lyric.

Learn more at lyricopera.org/nameaseat or call 312.827.5686.
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J’Nai Bridges returns in 
one of her signature roles.

Carmen is irresistible from the first note of 
the electrifying prelude right to the end of the 
devastating finale. The immortal tale of the 
restless, free-spirited heroine and Don José, 
the soldier who’s drawn to her in a truly “fatal 
attraction,” Carmen has long been one of the 
world’s favorite operas. It returns this season 
in the company’s vividly colorful, powerfully 
dramatic production with dynamic Ryan Opera 
Center alumna J’Nai Bridges, who is now 
enjoying a dazzling career internationally, in 
the title role. Partnering with her is Charles 
Castronovo, one of the world’s most acclaimed 
tenors. You’ll be drawn to the drama like moth to 
flame as this alluring opera brings you along to 
its edge-of-your-seat ending.
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Carmen
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Carmen
Opera in four acts in French

Music by Georges Bizet

Libretto by Henri Meilhac and Ludovic Halévy

CHARACTERS IN ORDER OF VOCAL APPEARANCE
Moralès 	 Ian Rucker• 

Micaëla	 Golda Schultz+

Don José	 Charles Castronovo
Zuniga 	 Wm. Clay Thompson•

Carmen	 J’Nai Bridges••

Frasquita	 Denis Vélez•

Mercédès 	 Katherine DeYoung•

Escamillo 	 Andrei Kymach+

Lillas Pastia 	 Alejandro Luévanos•

Dancaïre	 Laureano Quant• 
Remendado 	 Ryan Capozzo+•

Uniting Voices Chicago

Conductor	 Henrik Nánási
Director	 Marie Lambert-Le Bihan
Set Designer 	 Robin Don
Costume Designer	 Robert Perdziola
Lighting Designer	 Chris Maravich 
Chorus Master	 Michael Black
Children’s Chorus Master	 Josephine Lee
Choreographer	 Stephanie Martinez++

Assistant Choreographer	 Noelle Kayser+

Ballet Mistress	 August Tye
Wigmaster &	 Sarah Hatten 
	 Makeup Designer 
Assistant Directors	 Jordan Lee Braun
Stage Manager	 Sandra Zamora
Stage Band Conductor	 Stefano Sarzani
Musical Preparation	 Susan Miller Hult
		  Keun-A Lee
		  Noah Lindquist
		  Jerad Mosbey
		  Stefano Sarzani
Ballet Accompanist	 Greg Smith
Prompter	 Susan Miller Hult
Fight Director	 Nick Sandys
Intimacy Director	 Samantha Kaufman
Projected English Titles	 Scott A. Heumann
		  Paul Hopper 
		  Roger Pines 
		  (spoken dialogue)

First performed by National Theater of the Opéra Comique, Paris, France 
on March 3, 1875.
First performed by Lyric Opera of Chicago on November 16, 1954.

+	 Lyric debut
++	 Lyric Choreographer Debut
• 	 Member, The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center
•• Alumna, The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center
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Dancers 	 Chase Buntrock+ 
		  Zachary Gonder+

		  Vernon Gooden+

		  Kara Hunsinger+

		  Noelle Kayser+ 
		  Brian Josiah Martinez+ 
		  Morgan Reed McDaniel+ 
		  Jude M. Perry-Evans
		  Amanda Sachs+ 
		  Taylor Yocum+ 
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Additional support is provided by Lyric 
Opera of Chicago’s Production Circle.

Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official 
Airline, American Airlines.

Additional costumes provided by Seams 
Unlimited, Laura Whitlock, Tricorne Inc., 
Ken Zhang, Tailor.

APPROXIMATE TIMINGS
Act 1 	 55 minutes
Intermission 	 25 minutes
Act 2 	 40 minutes
Intermission 	 20 minutes
Acts 3 & 4 	 65 minutes

Total	 3 hours 25 minutes 

ACT I
In a town square in Seville, Spain, soldiers guarding the cigarette 
factory idly watch the passersby. Micaëla, a young country girl, 
enters the square in search of one of the soldiers, Don José. Led by 
an officer, Moralès, the soldiers surround her and try to detain her, 
but Micaëla flees.

Afterwards, José’s military unit arrives. At noon, the young men 
of the town gather to watch the women as they come out of the 
cigarette factory on a break from work. One of the women, the 
Roma woman Carmen, tells her friends that love is “a wild bird that 
cannot be imprisoned.” Before returning to work, she flirtatiously 
tosses a flower at Don José. Micaëla returns, this time with a letter 
from José’s mother. José resolves to honor his mother’s wishes by 
marrying Micaëla.

Suddenly, screams are heard from the factory: Carmen has been 
involved in a fight and has slashed another woman’s face. While 
Lieutenant Zuniga drafts the order for her imprisonment, she is 
put into José’s custody. Carmen persuades him to let her escape by 
promising a future rendezvous.

INTERMISSION

ACT II
At Lillas Pastia’s inn, Carmen and two friends, Frasquita and 
Mercédès, sing of the life of the Roma people. Lieutenant Zuniga 
tells Carmen that José was thrown in prison for allowing her to 
escape, but that he has just been released. The bullfighter Escamillo 
arrives with his entourage and asks Carmen if she will ever love 
him. Dancaïre and Remendado, two revolutionaries, try to convince 
Carmen and her friends to accompany them on their next mission, 
but Carmen refuses, saying she is in love with José and is awaiting 
his return.

When José arrives, Carmen sings and dances for him, but a 
distant bugle sounds, and he says he must return to the barracks 
immediately. She invites him to desert the army and join the 
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Synopsis
	     continued

revolutionaries, but he refuses, and Carmen mocks his cowardice. 
As he is leaving, José encounters Zuniga, who has come in hopes 
of seeing Carmen. The jealous José strikes his superior officer. 
Now an outlaw, he has no choice but to desert the army and join 
Carmen and her friends.

INTERMISSION

ACT III 
The revolutionaries are busy moving their shipment of rifles 
through the dangerous hillside. Carmen, now tired of José’s 
jealousy, reads her fortune in the playing cards. She draws the 
death card.

When the revolutionaries head down the mountain to bribe 
the customs officer, José is left as a lookout. On her way up the 
mountain to find José, Micaëla hears a rifle shot and takes cover. 
José has fired a warning shot at Escamillo, who has come in search 
of Carmen. Escamillo tells José he is in love with Carmen, and they 
start to fight but are separated by the returning gang. Remendado 
then discovers Micaëla, who has come to beg José to return home 
to his dying mother. Carmen urges him to leave; José is convinced 
she wants to be rid of him in order to take up with Escamillo. José 
leaves with Micaëla, warning Carmen that he will come back.

ACT IV
An excited crowd gathers for the bullfight. Outside the ring, 
Frasquita and Mercédès pull Carmen aside and tell her to be 
careful because José has been seen in the crowd. Carmen, 
however, ignores their warnings and bravely remains for a final 
encounter. José pleads desperately with her to come back to him. 
As she tells him she can never love him again, the crowd is heard 
cheering Escamillo’s victory in the ring. Realizing that he can never 
possess Carmen, José stabs her to death.

Reprinted by permission of Houston Grand Opera.
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Is the heroine a victim of a judgmental 
society or a feminist icon? Or something 
far more complex?

By Martha C. Nussbaum
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Katharine Goeldner (center, in red) played Carmen in Lyric’s 2010/11 revival, joined (left to right) by then-current Ryan Opera Center 
members Paul Scholten, René Barbera, Emily Fons, and Jennifer Jakob.

In any list of the most-performed operas, Georges 
Bizet’s Carmen (1875) ranks at or near the top. It has even 
been called a “perfect opera,” and this seems justified. The 
work has everything: daring, melodically and harmonically 
complex music, with superb orchestration and intricate 
ensembles; local color and a vivid sense of place and time; 
and, perhaps above all, compelling characters who have 
fascinated audiences for many decades—ever since its 
disastrous first night, when it was denounced on all sides 
for immorality. It has won the admiration of composers 
as diverse as Brahms (who saw it 20 times), Tchaikovsky, 
Massenet, and even Wagner, who exclaimed, ”Here at 
last for a change is someone with ideas!” The philosopher 
Nietzsche, meanwhile, thought it the best antidote to what 
he took to be Wagner’s otherworldly pieties about love. 
Unfortunately its creator died before he could see the 
success his wonderful creation attained, after the initial 
shock it delivered to a conservative Paris music world.
	 Carmen got its start when Bizet, a musical prodigy 
and defiant anti-conservative, along with his librettists, 
Henri Meilhac and Ludovic Halévy (nephew of the 
composer Fromental Halévy, who had been Bizet’s 
teacher), proposed to the directors of the Opéra Comique 
an opera based on Prosper Mérimée’s novella Carmen 

(1845). One director approved, but his more conservative 
partner objected. Halévy placated him (so he reported 
30 years later) by promising a “softer, tamer” heroine, 
and the inclusion of a virtuous young girl, not in the 
Mérimée, as a counterpoise to the shameless Carmen. 
He also promised that Carmen’s death would be “glossed 
over” by a noisy public celebration. Whether he was 
insincere, or whether Bizet successfully fought with them 
for his own ideas, neither of these promises was kept. The 
death of Carmen is searing, its effect only heightened by 
the contrasting offstage music of the bull ring. And, as 
we shall see, Micaëla’s character and function are more 
complicated than the librettist revealed, or, perhaps, knew.  

In many respects, the opera followed its source, 
emphasizing Carmen’s transgressive insistence on 
freedom, though with significant changes that heighten  
the allure of its heroine and weaken the character of Don 
José. In Mérimée, we learn the story of Carmen and Don 
José through a male narrator, a detached intellectual who  
is doing research on the history of the Roman Civil Wars. 
He meets up with a band of Roma people, and eventually 
hears from Don José himself the story of his tragic 
obsession, as the outlaw lies in prison after having killed 

Carmen’s freedom
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Carmen. Thus, the story is mediated through two layers of 
male narration. In the opera, by contrast, we are confronted 
by the characters with no filter, and we respond to their 
immediacy with our own complicated emotions. Carmen 
becomes more dangerous, her insistence on freedom more 
threatening. She certainly does not seem “softer, tamer.” 
Indeed, the libretto removes some details that serve to 
soften her (her skill as a healer, her impressive fluency in 
many different languages), leaving the accent squarely on 
her outlaw daring and her transgressive sexuality. Don José 
is altered too: He is not Mérimée’s Satanic master-brigand; 
he is a naïve soldier from the country who never chooses 
the life of crime, but is led helplessly, pathetically, into 
dishonor by an overwhelming passion.
	 Micaëla is indeed an addition, but in Bizet’s hands 
she becomes far more interesting than the “virtuous girl” 
promised by Halévy. First of all, she exemplifies courage 
and autonomy as much as Carmen does. Pursuing her 
attachment to both José and his mother, she ventures 
into extremely hostile terrain not once but twice. She 
searches for José at the soldiers’ barracks, where they 
rudely taunt her and seem bent on sexual assault; later 
she braves the mountain haunt of the smugglers all alone 
(with only an employed guide). So although she is a 
conventional woman, exemplifying bourgeois virtues, she 
is an unconventionally strong and daring conventional 
woman, and her soaring lyricism is as memorable as 
Carmen’s much more radical and daring music. Second, 

her presence in the opera shows us something significant 
about Don José—namely, that he is at home in her 
bourgeois world and not at all at home in the world of the 
outsiders. (Mérimée’s Don José, by contrast, is a natural 
brigand, who quickly rises to the head of the criminal 
gang.) From the moment they sing together, we hear how 
easily he slides into the phrases of her bourgeois lyricism–
whereas the “Flower Song” that he addresses to Carmen, 
overheated and slightly crazy, shows us a man driven by 
some alien force to be what he cannot manage to sustain. 
He loves Carmen because she is not Micaëla, but he keeps 
trying to turn her into a bourgeois wife. We see, then, the 
tragic misfit in his passion. 
	 One more character has been added: Escamillo, who 
replaces Mérimée’s young picador, Lucas, as Carmen’s 
lover. He is depicted as vain, bombastic, and highly 
conventional, and Bizet gave him music that he himself 
despised, though he knew full well that the public would 
embrace it. (“If they want trash,” he said, “I’ll give them 
trash.”) In the score, Escamillo’s signature aria is even 
marked avec fatuité (conceitedly). In an important sense he 
is Micaëla’s counterpart, the man suited for Carmen. He 
understands her need for sexual freedom, which suits him 
perfectly, since he has no capacity for deep passion. He is 
glad to tell everyone that each of Carmen’s loves lasts only 
six months. Meanwhile he will enjoy her and show her off. 
Such a lover perfectly fits Carmen’s own desire to avoid 
deep love and its vulnerabilities.  

From left: Giulietta Simionato 
as Carmen in 1954; Grace 
Bumbry took the title role 
in 1964; Mark S. Doss 
as Escamillo in Lyric’s 
1999/2000 production.
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But we must now introduce one further source. In 1827, 
the great Russian poet Alexander Pushkin published a 
long narrative/dramatic poem, The Gypsies, which was 
clearly a source for Mérimée, who translated it into French 
in 1852. We know that Meilhac and Halévy had that 
translation and used it, but there are decisive reasons to 
believe that Bizet read it too. Bizet was utterly dissatisfied 
with the libretto text of the Habanera, and completely 
rewrote it, again and again, with the help of his Carmen, 
the singer Galli-Marié, until he was finally satisfied. It was 
during these rewrites that the phrase “un oiseau rebelle” 
(a rebellious bird) was introduced. This phrase does not 
occur in the Mérimée novel. But the bird is in Pushkin, as 
an image of the restless freedom of the Roma world. So: 
Bizet knew Pushkin. 
	 Pushkin is important because his poem contains 
insights about freedom and the bonds of passion that are 
not present in Mérimée, but prove central, I believe, to 
Bizet’s opera. The poem, dramatic in form, tells the story of 
a young man from the city who is drawn to the Roma world 
and forms a liaison with the beautiful Zemfira. He does not 
understand the relaxed and tolerant mores of the Roma 
people, called by Pushkin “children of a humble freedom,” 
and is determined to possess Zemfira, despite her own 
preference for freedom. When she has an affair with a man 

from her own community, he kills her—and is immediately 
dismissed from the Roma world, since, as the Roma elder 
says, his people cannot live with murderers: “Not for 
freedom were you born,/ You want it for yourself alone.”
	  The poem clearly prefers the Roma world to the urban 
bourgeois culture that teaches young men to dominate 
women: “We are shy and good at heart,” says the elder. 
This might suggest that these outsiders are immune to 
the darker passions. But in the end the poet doesn’t agree.
As the poem concludes, he tells us that there is no lasting 
happiness in that “innocent” world either. Even there, 
violent emotions surge up in dreams and presage disaster: 
“Catastrophe in hiding waits,/Dark passions everywhere 
run deep,/There is no refuge from the Fates.”
	 Bizet’s message, I think, is Pushkin’s. The opera 
sympathizes with Carmen and her demand for life on her 
own terms. It characterizes Don José’s possessiveness as 
both ugly and pathetic, part of a culture of misogyny that 
is also suffused with racialized “othering” of the Roma, 
who simply want to live on their own terms. To that extent, 
the political stance of the opera is diametrically opposed 
to that of the conservative critics who assailed it for 
immorality and lawlessness, and to those who continue to 
see in the opera’s tragic ending the just punishment of a 
woman who defies society’s rules. But its message is not 

In the 2005/06 Season, Denyce Graves took the title role with Sir Andrew Davis at the podium. 
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the inverse of that message either, as some recent feminist 
critics have alleged, portraying Carmen as a feminist 
icon. These critics, on the whole, see the ending either as 
Carmen’s defeat at the hands of a world order that cannot 
comprehend her, or else insist that she has triumphed 
after all, by living her life with integrity and refusing to 
yield, right up until the end.
	 There is a different possibility, suggested by Pushkin: 
We may see Carmen as fettered, so to speak, by human life 
and the vulnerability that is inexorably part of it. What both 
the victory-of-patriarchy critics and the feminist critics omit 
is the great unanswered question of the opera: Why does 
Carmen meet José outside the bull-ring, and stay there 
until he kills her? She has a happy new relationship, but 
she walks away from her new lover’s big moment in the 
ring to meet an ex-lover whom she has dismissed and does 
not love. This makes no sense for a feminist Carmen: She 
should have gone her own way and ignored him. She could 
have left town, as Frasquita advises, or, more likely, sought 
the shelter of the crowd and Escamillo’s victory. Instead she 
waits for him, not attempting to leave until it is clear he is 
going to kill her. Why? She does not love José. But there 
is something about him that draws her fatally (for she is a 
fatalist). Isn’t it the sheer gaping vulnerability of his huge 
passion, his sheer willingness to give his whole life for love? 

Perhaps, then, it is a desire for passion, for being bound 
and vulnerable, that makes her compromise her freedom? 
(As Janis Joplin said to my hippie/rebel generation, with its 
own rejection of the bonds of love, “Freedom’s just another 
word for nothing left to lose.”) Carmen longs, in the end, to 
be human—so death is what she seeks, and gets.
	 Interpretations that speak of fatal passion, as mine 
does, are accused by some recent critics of “depoliticizing” 
the opera. But opera characters are not simply abstract 
templates for political positions; they are complex human 
beings, and that is why they move us (and why opera 
moves us). Even though Carmen invites many reflections 
about race and class and gender—clearly solicited by Bizet, 
an atheist and a rebel—the opera also shows its people 
as searching for something deep about their condition, 
something that they try to grasp, even at their peril.  

Andrew Biondo provided research assistance for this essay.

Martha C. Nussbaum is the Ernst Freund Distinguished 
Service Professor of Law and Ethics at the University of 
Chicago, appointed in the Law School and the Philosophy 
Department. Her most recent book is Justice for Animals: 
Our Collective Responsibility (2023). 

At left, Katharine Goeldner with Kyle Ketelsen as the Toreador in 2010/11. 
Above, Ekaterina Gubanova with Joseph Calleja as Don José in 2016/17.D
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Artist profiles

J’NAI BRIDGES | CARMEN 
Previously at Lyric: 10 roles since 2012/13, most 
recently Carmen/Bel Canto (2015/16) and Inez/
Il trovatore (2014/15).

The Grammy Award-winning American 
mezzo-soprano is an alumna of the Ryan Opera Center. This 
season she has sung Carmen, one of her signature roles, in 
debut engagements at the Arena di Verona and the Canadian 
Opera Company and in a return to Dutch National Opera. She 
recently made her Seattle Opera debut in a concert performance 
of Samson et Delilah as Delilah. Additional concerts include 
Mahler’s Resurrection Symphony with the Detroit Symphony, and 
a world premiere by Carlos Simon this spring with the National 
Symphony Orchestra. Recital engagements this season include 
a world premiere by Jimmy López Bellido at 92NY, and continue 
at Washington University, Thomasville Center for the Arts, The 
Cliburn, Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts, San 
Francisco Performances, and the Mondavi Center. Last season 
included numerous world premiere engagements as a guest artist 
in The Kennedy Center’s 50th Anniversary Season, in addition 
to performances with the National Philharmonic Orchestra in 
the world premiere of Adolphus Hailstork’s A Knee on the Neck 
and in Mozart’s Requiem. She also had her first performance of 
the Verdi Requiem with the Cathedral Choral Society. Bridges 
appeared with the Amarillo Symphony in a world premiere by 
Chris Rogerson entitled Sacred Earth, and gave a solo recital 
at the McCarter Theatre Center in Princeton. Last summer, she 
performed Lieberson’s Neruda Songs with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic and Gustavo Dudamel as part of the Power to the 
People! festival, followed by her debut with the San Francisco 
Symphony singing Jocasta in Peter Sellars’s production of 
Stravinsky’s Oedipus Rex, conducted by Esa-Pekka Salonen.

CHARLES CASTRONOVO | 
DON JOSÉ 
Previously at Lyric: Three roles since 2011/12, 
most recently Nemorino/The Elixir of 
Love (2021/22) and Lensky/Eugene Onegin 
(2016/17).

The tenor has appeared at many of the world’s leading opera houses, 
including the Opéra National de Paris, London’s Royal Opera House, 
Staatsoper Berlin, Bayerische Staatsoper, Wienerstaats Oper, Teatro 
Real Madrid, Théâtre Royal de la Monnaie, Gran Teatre del Liceu, 
and San Francisco Opera. Recent engagements include Werther in 
Zürich; Carlo/I Masnadieri and Admète/Alceste in Munich; Alfredo/
La traviata in London, Munich, and Vienna; Rodolfo/La bohème 
in London; Gabriele Adorno/Simon Boccanegra in Salzburg; and 

Ruggero/La rondine in Berlin. Castronovo made his role and house 
debut as Rodolfo/Luisa Miller at Glyndebourne and returned to 
Salzburg in the title role/La damnation de Faust. Born in New York 
and raised in California, the tenor began his career as a resident artist 
at the LA Opera. He was then invited to join the Metropolitan Opera’s 
Lindemann Young Artist Development Program, and in the autumn 
of 1999 he made his house debut there as Beppe in the opening-night 
performance of Pagliacci, opposite Plácido Domingo. He debuted  
at Lyric as Tamino/The Magic Flute (2011/12).
 

GOLDA SCHULTZ | MICAËLA 
Lyric debut

The South African soprano recently made 
her role and house debuts at Opéra National 
de Paris as Micaëla. Elsewhere this season 

she has appeared as Adina/Elixir of Love at the Metropolitan Opera 
where last season she sang Anne Truelove in The Rake’s Progress. 
Other recent highlights include a role debut as Agathe in Weber’s 
Der Freischütz at Bayerische Staatsoper, Clara in Jake Heggie’s It’s 
A Wonderful Life at San Francisco Opera, Sophie/Der Rosenkavalier 
and Vitellia/La clemenza di Tito at Salzburger Festspiele, Susanna/Le 
nozze di Figaro at Teatro alla Scala, Pamina/Die Zauberflöte, Nanetta/
Falstaff, and Clara/Porgy and Bess at the Metropolitan Opera, and 
Contessa Almaviva at Wiener Staatsoper, Opernhaus Zürich, and 
Glyndebourne Festival Opera. She returns to the 2023 Glyndebourne 
Festival as Madame Lidoine in Dialogues des Carmélites. In concert, 
Schultz opened the season with the San Francisco Symphony in 
Mahler and Sibelius’s Luonnotar and with the Tonkünstler Orchester 
Zürich in Haydn’s Die Jahreszeiten, and she joins the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra in further performances of Luonnotar at both 
Boston Symphony Hall and New York’s Carnegie Hall. In 2022, 
Schultz released her debut solo album on Alpha Classics: This Be Her 
Verse explores the world and inspirations of female composers from 
the Romantic era to the present day.

ANDREI KYMACH | ESCAMILLO 
Lyric debut 

This season Kymach has sung Germont/La 
traviata at Houston Grand Opera and the title 
role in Don Giovanni at Opera Australia. Last 

season the Ukrainian baritone sang the title role in Sadko at the 
Bolshoi Theatre, appeared at the Bayerische Staatsoper in  
La bohème, sang the title role in Don Giovanni at Welsh National 
Opera, and debuted at the Savonlinna Festival as Escamillo/
Carmen. Other recent highlights include house and role debuts 
at the Gran Teatro del Liceu (Barcelona) as Sir Riccardo Forth/I 
puritani and at the Auditorio de Tenerife as Lord Enrico Ashton/
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Lucia di Lammermoor. He sang the title role/Don Giovanni at Opéra 
de Nice and Théâtre d’Antibes and gave a concert performance of 
Rubinstein’s The Demon (title role) at London’s Queen Elizabeth 
Hall. Kymach was the First Prize winner of the prestigious BBC 
Cardiff Singer of the World in 2019 and graduated from the Bolshoi 
Young Artist Program, where he made his role debut as Don Carlos 
in Dargomyzhsky’s The Stone Guest in 2018. 

DENIS VÉLEZ | FRASQUITA 
Previously at Lyric: Eight roles since 2020/21, 
most recently Sandman & Dew Fairy/Hansel 
and Gretel and Thibault/Don Carlos 
(both 2022/23). 

The soprano, a third-year Ryan Opera Center member from 
Puebla, Mexico, sang Papagena in Lyric’s The Magic Flute
(2021/22), and appeared in Sunday in the Park with Lyric in August 
2022. She was a national winner of the Metropolitan Opera’s 
2020 Eric and Dominique Laffont Competition. In Mexico’s most 
important platform for rising talent, the National Singing Contest 
Carlo Morelli, her performance earned her the First Prize, the 
French Opera award, and the Francisco Araiza Special Award. 
In spring 2021, she sang in the Harris Theater’s Beyond the Aria 
series alongside Joyce DiDonato, and previously appeared in 
Lyric’s 2020/21 virtual programs Pasión Latina, Sole e Amore, 
Magical Music Around the World, and Rising Stars in Concert. 
Denis Vélez is sponsored by The C.G.  Pinnell Family.

KATHERINE DeYOUNG | MERCÉDÈS  
Previously at Lyric:  Three roles since 2020/21, 
most recently Giovanna/Ernani (2022/23) and 
Second Lady/The Magic Flute (2021/22).

A native of Traverse City, Michigan, the 
third-year Ryan Opera Center mezzo-soprano appeared last fall 
in Sunday in the Park with Lyric Rising Stars. As a member of the 
2019/20 Detroit Opera Studio, she was heard as the Sandman/
Hansel and Gretel, the Old Lady/Candide, the Mother/Amahl 
and the Night Visitors, and Mae/The Grapes of Wrath. In 2018 
and 2019 she participated in The Santa Fe Opera’s Apprentice 
Singer program. Competition successes include National Semi-
Finalist in the 2020 Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition, 
Finalist and Online Viewers’ Choice Award winner in Houston 
Grand Opera’s 31st Eleanor McCollum Competition, and 
participant in the internationally celebrated Neue Stimmen 
Competition in Gütersloh, Germany. Following studies at 
Michigan State University, DeYoung received a master’s degree 
in voice performance from the University of Houston, where 
she portrayed Isabella/L’italiana in Algeri, Fidalma/The Secret 
Marriage, Gertrude/Romeo and Juliet, Elizabeth Proctor/The 
Crucible, and Lady Sneerwell/Robert Nelson’s The School for 
Scandal (world premiere). Katherine DeYoung is sponsored  
by Lead Sponsors Dr. and Mrs. Mark F. Kozloff and co-sponsors   
Cynthia Vahlkamp & Robert Kenyon.

RYAN CAPOZZO | REMENDADO 
Lyric debut

The tenor, a first-year member of the Ryan 
Opera Center, received a Master of Musical 
Arts degree from Yale School of Music, 

where he was awarded the Phyllis Curtin Career Entry Prize and 
was heard with the Yale Opera as Arcadio/Daniel Catán’s Florencia 
en el Amazonas and Tamino/The Magic Flute (partial role, Spring 
Opera Showcase). Previously, Capozzo earned Bachelor of 
Music and Master of Music degrees from the Purchase College 
Conservatory of Music. At Purchase Opera he was featured as 
Rinuccio/Gianni Schicchi, Reverend Samuel Parris/Robert Ward’s 
The Crucible, Don Ottavio/Don Giovanni, Nero/L’incoronazione di 
Poppea, and Lysander/A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The tenor 
sang Tamino at the Berlin Opera Academy, and was the 2022 
Second Place winner in the Southeast Region of the Metropolitan 
Opera Laffont Competition. Ryan Capozzo is sponsored by the 
H. Earl and Miriam U. Hoover Endowment Fund.

LAUREANO QUANT | DANCAÏRE 
Previously at Lyric: Count of Lerma/Don 
Carlos (2022/23).

A first-year Ensemble member of the Ryan 
Opera Center and native of Colombia, 

Quant’s repertoire includes Belcore/The Elixir of Love, Guglielmo/
Così fan tutte, Figaro/Saverio Mercadante’s I due Figaro, Maguire/
Tobias Picker’s Emmeline, Zurga/The Pearl Fishers, Vittorio and 
The Boarder/Nino Rota’s I due timidi, Demetrius/A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, and the Captain and Prince Ragotsky/Candide. The 
baritone was awarded Second Place in both the Western (2022) 
and Southeastern (2020) Regions in the Metropolitan Opera Laffont 
Competition. He has also won the Online Audience Award in 
Houston Grand Opera’s Concert of Arias (2020), First Prize in the 
Premio de Canto Ciudad de Bogotá (2018), and Second Prize in the 
Bogotá Philharmonic Orchestra’s National Voice Competition (2016).

WM. CLAY THOMPSON | ZUNIGA 
Previously at Lyric: Second Courtier/Le Comte 
Ory (2022/23). 

The American bass is a first-year Ryan Opera 
Center member and a two-time District 

winner of the Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition. He recently 
debuted at Arizona Opera (Zuniga/Carmen) and the Metropolitan 
Opera (Octet Singer/Brett Dean’s Hamlet). Thompson is a former 
participant in the Santa Fe Opera and Wolf Trap Opera young-
artist programs. From 2017 to 2019, he was a Resident Artist at 
Minnesota Opera, performing in operas of Mozart, Verdi, Massenet, 
Puccini, Jake Heggie, Kevin Puts, and Joel Puckett (The Fix, a world 
premiere). Among other companies, Thompson has been featured 
at the Château de Versailles Spectacles (Suleyman Pasha/The Ghosts 
of Versailles), The Glimmerglass Festival (The Cunning Little Vixen, 
Silent Night, West Side Story, Noye’s Fludde, The Ghosts of Versailles, 
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and La traviata), and Fort Worth Opera (Zuniga/Carmen and 
Raymond Buck/David T. Little’s JFK, in a world premiere).  
Wm. Clay Thompson is sponsored by the J. Thomas Hurvis 
Endowment. 

IAN RUCKER | MORALÈS 
Previously at Lyric: Raimbaud/ 
Le Comte Ory (2022/23). 

The baritone is a first-year Ensemble member 
with the Ryan Opera Center. Formerly an 

apprentice artist with Palm Beach Opera, Rucker recently spent a 
summer as a Renée Fleming Artist at the Aspen Summer Music 
Festival. He holds a Master’s degree in Vocal Performance from 
Indiana University’s Jacobs School of Music, where he sang 
Count Almaviva/The Marriage of Figaro, Figaro/The Barber 
of Seville, and Papageno/The Magic Flute. Rucker received an 
Encouragement Award for the Metropolitan Opera Laffont 
Competition in two districts, took 1st place in the James Toland 
Vocal Arts Competition, and placed 2nd in the Opera Mississippi 
John Alexander National Vocal Competition. Ian Rucker is 
sponsored by Pat & Jerry Frank.

ALEJANDRO LUÉVANOS | LILLAS 
PASTIA
Previously at Lyric: A Royal Herald/Don 
Carlos and Riccardo/Ernani (both 2022/23).

Born in Durango, Mexico, the tenor is a first-
year member of the Ryan Opera Center Ensemble. He will appear 
at Lyric later this season in Proximity. His appearances in Mexico 
include Don José/Carmen (Toluca Philharmonic Orchestra); Borsa/
Rigoletto, Count Almaviva/The Barber of Seville, and scenes 
from Il trovatore (Orquesta Sinfónica del Estado de México); and 
Rossini’s Stabat Mater and Petite Messe Solennelle, as well as an 
opera gala with Ramón Vargas (all at Mexico City’s Palacio de 
Bellas Artes). Luévanos was previously a two-year member  
of the Opera Studio at the Bellas Artes, where he is scheduled to 
return to appear in Shostakovich’s Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk.  
A former participant in the International Summer Program in 
Sankt Goar, Germany, he is also a 2021 and 2022 winner of the 
Mexico District in the Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition. 
Alejandro Luévanos is sponsored by an Anonymous Donor.

UNITING VOICES CHICAGO
Previously at Lyric: 15 productions since 
2000/01, most recently Hansel and Gretel 
(2022/23) and Tosca (2021/22).

Uniting Voices Chicago (Josephine Lee, 
president and artistic director), formerly Chicago Children’s Choir, 
is the nation’s preeminent youth choral organization, serving 5,200 
students across the city of Chicago. Founded in Hyde Park in direct 
response to the Civil Rights Movement in 1956, UVC has grown 
from one choir into a vast network of in-school and after-school 
programs driven by one mission: to inspire and change lives 

through music. UVC has impacted the lives of more than 50,000 
diverse youth throughout its 62-year history. Since its founding, 
UVC has focused on building programs that reflect the racial and 
economic diversity of Chicago. Eighty percent of youth served 
are from low-moderate income homes, with over 4,000 students 
annually participating completely free of charge. All singers in 
UVC programs receive some level of subsidy. High school seniors 
enrolled in UVC have a 100% graduation and college acceptance 
rate, becoming global ambassadors who carry on UVC’s core 
values in a wide array of professional fields. 

CHASE BUNTROCK | DANCER
Lyric debut 

After attending Chicago Academy for the 
Arts, Buntrock received his Bachelor of Fine 
Arts from The Juilliard School. He then joined 

Ballet BC under the direction of Emily Molnar in Vancouver, BC. 
He has performed works on international stages by Crystal Pite, 
Sharon Eyal, Merce Cunningham, Roy Assaf, and more. He has 
collaborated with the PARA.MAR Dance Theatre, Ballare Carmel 
located in Carmel-by-the-Sea, and the Bay Area’s Post:Ballet. Apart 
from dance, Buntrock is a stylist and movement director spanning 
multiple mediums. Most recently, he assisted movement direction 
for the critically praised Wiederhoeft fashion show at NYFW. This 
spring, Buntrock will debut a work commissioned by Montréal 
based circus performer Madi Ward for her digital art gallery 
Amphibious Duality. 

ZACHARY GONDER | DANCER
Lyric debut 

Gonder began his training at the Chicago 
Academy for the Arts under the tutelage  
of Randy Duncan, and graduated from  

The Juilliard School in 2018 where he performed works by Austin 
McCormick, Aszure Barton, Pam Tanowitz, Richard Alston, Gustavo 
Ramirez Sansano, and Crystal Pite. He has recently performed with 
Pam Tanowitz Dance, Brian Brooks Moving Company, and PARA.
MAR Dance Theatre. He has also danced for M3.Beyond - the 
Hong Kong Institute of Architects, the Mark Morris Dance Group, 
and Studio 189, among others.

VERNON GOODEN | DANCER
Lyric debut 

The Chicago-based choreographer, performer, 
and teacher is a graduate of the acclaimed 
Booker T. Washington High School for the 

Performing Visual Arts, and in 2001 was named a Presidential 
Scholar in the Arts. Gooden later trained at The Juilliard School 
under the direction of the late Benjamin Harkarvy and Larry 
Rhodes. He has performed with the Paul Taylor 2 Dance Company, 
Dallas Black Dance Theatre, Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company, Cleo 
Parker Robinson Dance Theatre, Joel Hall Dancers, Deeply Rooted 
Dance Theatre, Winifred Haun & Dancers, and Chicago Repertory 
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Ballet. He has performed works by Paul Taylor, Katherine Dunham, 
Donald McKayle, Bill T. Jones, Milton Myers, Cleo Parker Robinson, 
Nai-Ni Chen, Adam Houghland, Jessica Lang, Christopher 
Huggins, Kevin Iega Jeff, Winifred Haun, and Wade Schaaf, a 
mong others.

KARA HUNSINGER | DANCER
Lyric debut 

The California native graduated with a BFA in 
Dance from the University of Arizona, where 
she performed works by George Balanchine, 

Nacho Duato, Tamara Dyke-Compton, Autumn Eckman, Alexei 
Ratmansky, and Christopher Wheeldon. Hunsinger has danced 
with Hawkinsdance, Visceral Dance Chicago, DanceWorks 
Chicago, and Boykin Dance Project, and has also trained with 
Alonzo King LINES Ballet, American Ballet Theatre, Ballet West, 
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, Ate9, Share Dance Intensive, and 
San Francisco Conservatory of Dance.

NOELLE KAYSER | DANCER & 
ASSISTANT CHOREOGRAPHER 
Lyric debut 

The Chicago-based performer, choreographer, 
and educator has performed with numerous 

companies including PARA.MAR Dance Theatre, LED Boise, Open 
Space Dance, NW Dance Project, Visceral Dance Chicago, The 
Cambrians, Fly on a Wall, gloATL, and Luna Negra Dance Theater. 
Past and upcoming choreographic commissions include DanceWorks 
Chicago, Ballare Carmel, SALT Dance LINK Choreography Festival, 
Visceral Dance Chicago Trainees, Chicago Dance Crash, Boykin 
Dance Project, COMMON Conservatory, Cerqua Rivera Dance 
Theater, Kit Modus, and Moonwater Dance Project. Kayser has taught 
at PARA.MAR Dance Theatre, NW Dance Project, Visceral Dance 
Chicago, and Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, among others, and 
she is the rehearsal director for PARA.MAR Dance Theatre. She has  
performed in theater productions with The Alliance Theater, Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater, 7 Stages, Theater for the Stars, and Scrap 
Theater Group. 

BRIAN JOSIAH MARTINEZ | 
DANCER
Lyric debut 

Martinez received his BFA in Dance 
Performance and Choreography from The 

University of Southern Mississippi, where he also performed as a 
guest artist with Hub Dance Collective. He continued his training 
with Hubbard Street’s Professional Program, under the direction 
of Alexandra Wells. He has danced with PARA.MAR Dance 
Theatre in kiss. and Dos Lados, and in Robyn Mineko Williams’ 
Empty Orchestra. He created the films Next to the Portrait of a Red 
Haired Lady for Chicago’s New Dances and Breaking Mundane for 
New York’s Future Dance Festival. His work Shadow & Light was 

performed by Kinetics Dance Company and The University  
of Southern Mississippi’s Dance Department. Martinez is  
Artistic Director of Boykin Dance Project, a new contemporary 
dance company.

MORGAN REED McDANIEL | 
DANCER
Lyric debut 

The dancer graduated from the Ailey/
Fordham BFA program, where she worked 

with esteemed choreographers including Jae Man Joo, Francesca 
Harper, Elizabeth Roxas-Dobrish, and Tina Bush and performed 
with the Metropolitan Opera in their production of Der Fliegende 
Holländer. She joined South Chicago Dance Theatre as an emerging 
artist, and she spent a season with Visceral Dance Chicago. 
McDaniel had a residency with Ballare Carmel in Monterey, 
California, where she performed work by Noelle Kayser, Jennifer 
Archibald, and Ihsan Rustem.

JUDE M. PERRY-EVANS | DANCER
Previously at Lyric: Fire Shut Up in My Bones 
(2021/22).

The New York-based artist was recently 
featured in Harlem Opera Theater’s 100th 

anniversary presentation of Shuffle Along and in the Queens 
College Opera production of The Image Maker. He is a featured 
dancer in the Uprooted: The Journey of Jazz Dance documentary 
and the Hal King The Musical film. Perry-Evans has appeared in 
such productions as Dance Africa at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music (BAM) and Voices of Congo Square in his hometown of 
New Orleans. He has performed with Phoenix Danse, De La Soul 
Dance Company, Forces of Nature Dance Theatre, Long Island 
Ballet Theater, Sekou Miller Dance Company, Alpha Omega 
Theatrical Dance Company, The Workshop Theater, and Balance 
Dance Theatre, and was a founding member of Urban Souls Dance 
Theater in Houston.

AMANDA SACHS | DANCER
Lyric debut 

The New Jersey native trained in San 
Francisco with the Alonzo King LINES Ballet 
Training Program. In 2014, Sachs joined The 

Francesca Harper Project in NYC, and in 2017 joined TU Dance in 
Minneapolis, where she performed Alvin Ailey’s solo Witness and 
Night Creature, Walking with Pearl: Africa Diaries by Jawole Willa 
Jo Zollar, and numerous other works. She is an original member 
of Come Through, produced by Liquid Music in collaboration with 
Grammy-winning musician Bon Iver and TU Dance. Sachs joined 
NW Dance Project in Portland in 2021, where she performed works 
by Ihsan Rustem, Yin Yue, Joseph Hernandez, Sarah Slipper, and 
Luca Veggetti. She is featured in Bon Iver’s Naeem and We lyric 
videos, and has performed at the Bonnaroo and Eaux Claires music 
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festivals. Sachs recently premiered in Ashwini Ramaswamy’s 
Invisible Cities as well as Cold Air Rises by Ben Frost as part of The 
Great Northern Festival in Minnesota and will be joining PARA.
MAR for their Spring Series in Chicago.

TAYLOR YOCUM | DANCER
Lyric debut 

Yocum began her dance career studying 
ballet at Spokane Ballet Studio under the 
direction of Sara Donnelly. She attended 

SUNY Purchase and danced at the Beijing Dance Academy during 
a year abroad. In 2020 she moved to Chicago to attend COMMON 
Conservatory. She has performed in original works choreographed 
by Micaela Taylor, Rena Butler, Roderick George, Robyn Mineko-
Williams, and Franco Nieto, among others. She is currently 
performing with South Chicago Dance Theatre as a guest artist and 
with PARA.MAR Dance Theatre as a supporting ensemble member. 
Yocum was chosen as a choreographer for Thodos Dance Chicago 
and Danceworks Chicago’s New Dances in 2022 and is currently
setting a new work for COMMON Conservatory.

HENRIK NÁNÁSI | CONDUCTOR
Previously at Lyric: Madama Butterfly (2019/20) 
and The Marriage of Figaro (2015/16).

As General Music Director of the Komische 
Oper Berlin from 2012 to 2017, Nánási 

conducted new productions of Mazeppa, Eugene Onegin, Gianni 
Schicchi, La Belle Hélène, Die Zauberflöte, Così fan tutte, Don 
Giovanni, Duke Bluebeard’s Castle, The Fiery Angel, La clemenza di 
Tito, Cendrillon, and The Fair at Sorochyntsi, as well as revivals of 
Der Rosenkavalier, Rusalka, and Rigoletto, among others. Highlights 
of the current season include Falstaff at the Komische Oper Berlin, 
Tosca at Gran Teatre del Liceu, a house debut at Teatro Petruzzelli 
with Verdi’s Attila, and a return to the Bayerische Staatsoper 
with Dvořák’s Rusalka. The conductor has regularly appeared at 
the Metropolitan Opera (Iolanta, Duke Bluebeard’s Castle), Royal 
Opera House Covent Garden (Turandot, Il barbiere di Siviglia, 
Salome, Simon Boccanegra, Jenůfa—Olivier Award 2022 as Best 
New Opera Production), Teatro alla Scala (Elektra), San Francisco 
Opera (Elektra, Le nozze di Figaro, Così fan tutte), Bayerische 
Staatsoper (La traviata), Opéra National de Paris (Die Zauberflöte), 
Gran Teatre del Liceu (Die Zauberflöte, Cavalleria Rusticana/
Pagliacci), Opernhaus Zürich (Le nozze di Figaro), Teatro dell’Opera 
di Roma (La bohème, Die Zauberflöte), Arena di Verona (Carmen), 
Palau de les Arts Reina Sofia in Valencia (Duke Bluebeard’s Castle, 
Macbeth, Werther, Iolanta), Hamburgische Staatsoper (Otello, 
Lucia di Lammermoor, La traviata), Oper Frankfurt (La bohème, I 
Masnadieri, L’Étoile, La Gazza Ladra, Otello), Semperoper Dresden 
(L’Italiana in Algeri, La bohème, Madama Butterfly, La traviata, 
La Cenerentola), Maggio Musicale Fiorentino (Roméo et Juliette), 
ABAO Bilbao Opera (Madama Butterfly), and Opéra de Monte-
Carlo (Werther).

MARIE LAMBERT-LE BIHAN | 
DIRECTOR
Previously at Lyric: Die meistersinger von 
Nürnberg (2013/14) and La clemenza di Tito 
(2012/13).

The director and lighting designer recently directed Eden for 
Joyce DiDonato with Il Pomo d’Oro. This season she will direct 
Dialogues des Carmélites at Opéra Royal de Wallonie. Other 
recent credits include direction and lighting for Le Villi (Halle aux 
grains-Toulouse), La Fille du Régiment (Opéra Royal de Wallonie), 
and lighting for La Casa di Bernarda Alba (Tenerife). She staged 
acclaimed productions of Leoncavallo’s Zazà (Opera Holland Park) 
and La voix humaine (Buxton Festival), and was the associate 
director for Madama Butterfly (La Monnaie) and La Cenerentola 
(Opéra National de Paris). Lambert-Le Bihan revived La traviata 
(Liceu, Madrid, Scottish Opera), La clemenza di Tito (Toulouse, 
Marseille, Chicago, Liceu), Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg 
(Chicago, San Francisco), Carmen (Glyndebourne, Gothenburg), 
and Andrea Chénier (Liceu, Covent Garden). Her work has been 
seen also at La Scala, Wiener Staatsoper, Châtelet, Théâtre des 
Champs-Élysées, Festival d’Aix-en-Provence, Strasbourg, Lille, 
Tokyo, Maggio Musicale, Ravenna Festival, Bologna, Parma, Turin, 
Genoa, Montpellier, Bari, Palermo, Rouen, and Welsh National 
Opera. Future engagements include a Schönberg project at the 
Paris Philharmonie, collaborations with Opéra Comique, and a 
world premiere in Toulouse.

ROBIN DON | SET DESIGNER
Previously at Lyric: Carmen (2010/11, 2005/06, 
1999/2000).

For Scottish Opera, Don designed the world 
premiere of Thea Musgrave’s Mary, Queen 

of Scots and at the Royal Opera House, Britten’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Bellini’s Norma, and Simon Callow’s Inside 
Wagner’s Head. He designed countless productions around 
the European operatic circuit including Tamerlano at Opéra de 
Lyon and The Magic Flute at Goteborg and Iceland Opera, as 
well as several productions for Opera Australia at Sydney Opera 
House, including Carmen, Force of Destiny, and Peter Grimes. 
He designed the American premiere of Sir Michael Tippet’s 
The Midsummer Marriage for San Francisco Opera and Don 
Quixote for New York City Opera, and in 2016 he co-designed 
the world premiere of Elena Langer’s Figaro Gets A Divorce for 
Welsh National Opera with libretto by Sir David Pountney. He 
was production designer on the movie The Winter Guest starring 
Emma Thompson directed by Alan Rickman. He designed The 
Rocky Horror Show which ran at London’s Piccadilly Theatre for 
10 years. Don has received numerous awards, among them the 
Golden Troika Trophy at the Prague Quadrennial.
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ROBERT PERDZIOLA | COSTUME 
DESIGNER
Previously at Lyric: Four productions since 
1998/99, most recently Così fan tutte (2017/18) 
and Capriccio (2014/15).

In recent seasons the American designer’s work has been seen in 
a diverse range of repertoire incuding Giulio Cesare (Fort Worth 
Opera), The Marriage of Figaro (Garsington Opera), Beatrice 
and Benedict (Opera Boston), Falstaff (Performing Arts Centre, 
Matsumoto), and Tosca (Cincinnati Opera). At Lyric, he designed for 
Ariadne auf Naxos (2011/12, 1998/99, also revivals at San Francisco 
Opera and Houston Grand Opera) and Carmen (2010/11, 2005/06, 
1999/2000), as well as the company’s 2006/07 revival of Così fan tutte 
(also seen at San Francisco Opera and the Opéra de Monte-Carlo). 
Perdziola has designed for the Metropolitan Opera (Il pirata), Opera 
Theatre of Saint Louis (Il re pastore, Faust), Santa Fe Opera (Arabella), 
Garsington Opera (Così fan tutte), Hannover’s Niedersächsische 
Staatstheater (Faust), and Opera Australia (Arabella, winner of five 
Helpmann Awards). His designs for ballet include Giselle (Bolshoi 
Theatre), Harlequinade (American Ballet Theatre, Australian Ballet), 
and The Nutcracker (Boston Ballet). Robert Perdziola is supported by 
the Richard P. and Susan Kiphart Endowed Chair.

CHRIS MARAVICH | LIGHTING 
DESIGNER

Lyric’s lighting director served in the same 
position from 2006 to 2012 at San Francisco 
Opera, where he created lighting for many 

productions including The Gospel of Mary Magdalene, Così 
fan tutte, Turandot, Cyrano de Bergerac, Il trittico, Tosca, Simon 
Boccanegra, Don Giovanni, Nixon in China, and Attila. He has 
collaborated on the lighting designs for Wozzeck (Finnish National 
Opera, Grand Théâtre de Genève), Doktor Faust at Staatsoper 
Stuttgart, Tannhäuser for Greek National Opera, and La fanciulla 
del West, The Makropulos Case, The Daughter of the Regiment, 
Il trovatore, Samson et Dalila, and Macbeth for San Francisco 
Opera. Maravich has also designed lighting for LA Opera, 
Opera Colorado, San Diego Opera, Opera Santa Barbara, Lyric 
Opera of Kansas City, Florida Grand Opera, Madison Opera, 
Cal Performances, and Opera San José. He currently serves 
as lighting supervisor for The Joffrey Ballet. Chris Maravich is 
supported by The Mary-Louise and James S. Aagaard Lighting 
Director Endowed Chair.

MICHAEL BLACK | CHORUS 
MASTER

The Australian chorus master is in his 11th 
season at Lyric, having held this position 
at Opera Australia in Sydney from 2001 to 

2013. Black has served in this capacity for such distinguished 
organizations as the Edinburgh International Festival, Opera 
Holland Park (London), the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and, 

in Australia, the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, the Philharmonia 
Choir, Motet Choir, the Cantillation chamber choir, and the 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. Other activities include preparing 
The Damnation of Faust chorus and Haydn’s Creation at the Grant 
Park Music Festival, where he has worked for two seasons. He has 
served as chorus master for close to 140 different operas on four 
continents, and his work has been recorded and/or aired on ABC, 
BBC, PBS, and for many HD productions in movie theaters and 
on television. Michael Black is supported by The Howard A. Stotler 
Chorus Master Endowed Chair.

JOSEPHINE LEE | CHILDREN’S 
CHORUS MASTER 
Previously at Lyric: 15 productions since 
2000/01, most recently Hansel and Gretel 
(2022/23) and Tosca (2021/22).

As the president and artistic director of Uniting Voices Chicago 
(UVC, formerly the Chicago Children’s Choir), Josephine Lee has 
revolutionized youth music education, infusing their experience 
with cutting-edge performances of diverse repertoire, ongoing 
partnerships with leading cultural institutions such as Lyric, 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and Ravinia Festival, and extensive 
national and international tours. For her work on the documentary 
Songs on the Road to Freedom (2008), Lee was honored with an 
Emmy Award. Among Lee’s recent projects are two world premiere 
theatrical pieces (Long Way Home with the Q Brothers Collective 
and Sita Ram with David Kersnar of Lookingglass Theatre), several 
collaborations with Chance the Rapper (including 2016’s Grammy 
Award-winning project, Coloring Book), and an original piano and 
cello composition, Ascension, with choreographer Frank Chaves for 
Ballet Chicago in 2017. Lee earned a Grammy Award nomination 
as a soloist in the world premiere of Ted Hearne’s Place at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music Next Wave Festival (2018). In 2019, 
she conducted Lisa Fischer and members of the National 
Philharmonic at Strathmore. Lee founded Vocality in 2015, a 
festival chorus comprising young vocal artists from a wide array of 
communities in the city of Chicago. Among her current projects is a 
new theatrical work by David Kersnar, J. Nicole Brooks, and 
UVC composer-in-residence Mitchell Owens III. 

STEPHANIE MARTINEZ | 
CHOREOGRAPHER
Lyric Opera Choreographer Debut 

The Chicago-based choreographer has 
created for Joffrey Ballet, Ballet Hispanico, 

Luna Negra Dance Theater, Milwaukee Ballet, Charlotte Ballet, 
Sacramento Ballet, Bruce Wood Dance, Nashville Ballet, Tulsa 
Ballet, Kansas City Ballet, BalletX, Canada’s Alberta Ballet as well 
as for Chicago Shakespeare and the National Choreographers 
Initiative, among others. She has created more than 60 ballets for 
companies and collegiate programs across the country. In 2010, 
Martinez assisted Broadway legend Ann Reinking in setting the 
Fosse Trilogy, and in 2015 was awarded Joffrey Ballet’s “Winning 
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Works: Choreographers of Color” commission and the Chicago 
3Arts Award in recognition for her work as a female artist of 
color. More recently, Martinez was awarded an NEA grant for her 
premiere Bliss! at Joffrey Ballet. She is the founder and artistic 
director of PARA.MAR Dance Theatre in Chicago. Stephanie 
Martinez’s work at Lyric is funded by Elizabeth B. Yntema and  
Mark Ferguson in support of female creative leadership in the 
performing arts.

AUGUST TYE | BALLET MISTRESS

The American dancer, choreographer, and ballet
mistress has worked on nearly 50 productions 
at Lyric since 1993/94. She remounted the 
choreography of Lyric’s Iphigènie en Tauride at 

San Francisco Opera and the Royal Opera House Covent Garden. She 
has presented a 20-year retrospective of her work at Chicago’s Vittum 
Theater and Ruth Page Dance Center, as well as in her hometown of 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. A graduate of Western Michigan University, 
Tye performed with the Kalamazoo Ballet, dancing leading roles in 
Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, and The Nutcracker. In addition to Lyric 

and Joel Hall Dancers, she has performed in Chicago with Salt Creek 
Ballet, Second City Ballet, and Chicago Folks Operetta. Tye is Artistic 
Director at the Hyde Park School of Dance, which she founded in 
1993. Four years later she founded Tyego Dance Project, which has 
performed at Steppenwolf, the Athenaeum, and throughout America 
in a revival of Spike Jones’s Nutcracker. 

SARAH HATTEN | WIGMASTER & 
MAKEUP DESIGNER 

Lyric’s wigmaster and makeup designer has 
worked in a wide repertoire at Des Moines 
Metro Opera, Detroit Opera (formerly Michigan 

Opera Theatre), Columbus Opera, Toledo Opera, the Cabrillo Music 
Festival, and the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of 
Music. She has also worked at The Glimmerglass Festival and the 
major opera companies of Los Angeles, Omaha, Cleveland, Sarasota, 
and Central City, as well as Wisconsin’s American Players Theatre 
and, in Los Angeles, the Pantages Theatre and the Geffen Playhouse. 
Sarah Hatten is supported by the Marlys A. Beider Wigmaster and 
Makeup Designer Endowed Chair.   
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Learn more about our accessible, 
culturally empowering choral music 
education programs that serve thousands 
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MUSIC STAFF
William C. Billingham
Susan Miller Hult
Keun-A Lee
Noah Lindquist
Francesco Milioto
Lee Mills+

Jerad Mosbey
Chris Reynolds
Michelle Rofrano
Brett Rowe
Stefano Sarzani
Madeline Slettedahl
Eric Weimer
Zoe Zeniodi

ORCHESTRA
Violin I
Robert Hanford, 

Concertmaster,  
Mrs. R. Robert Funderburg 
Endowed Chair

Heather Wittels, Acting 
Assistant Concertmaster

Alexander Belavsky
Kathleen Brauer
Bing Jing Yu
Laura Miller
Rika Seko**
Liba Shacht

Violin II
Yin Shen, Principal
John Macfarlane, Assistant 

Principal
Diane Duraffourg-Robinson
Ann Palen
Irene Radetzky
John D. Robinson
David Volfe
Albert Wang*

Viola
Carol Cook, Principal
Terri Van Valkinburgh, 

Assistant Principal
Frank W. Babbitt
Patrick Brennan
Amy Hess
Melissa Trier Kirk 

Cello
Calum Cook, Principal
Paul Dwyer, Assistant Principal
Mark Brandfonbrener
William H. Cernota
Walter Preucil

String Bass
Ian Hallas, Principal
Samuel Shuhan,
	  Assistant Principal
Andrew L. W. Anderson
Gregory Sarchet
Collins R. Trier

Flute
Marie Tachouet, Principal
Dionne Jackson, Assistant Principal
Rachel Blumenthal** 
Alyce Johnson*

Piccolo
Rachel Blumenthal** 
Alyce Johnson*

Oboe
Paul Lueders**,  

Acting Principal
Judith Zunamon Lewis,  

Acting Assistant Principal

English Horn
Judith Zunamon Lewis

Clarinet
Susan Warner,  

Acting Principal
Danny Mui**,  

Acting Assistant Principal

Bass Clarinet
Danny Mui**

Bassoon
Preman Tilson, Principal
Lewis Kirk, Assistant Principal

Contrabassoon
Lewis Kirk

Horn
Jonathan Boen, Principal
Fritz Foss, Assistant Principal/ 

Utility
Robert E. Johnson, Third Horn
Samuel Hamzem
Neil Kimel

Trumpet
William Denton, Principal
Rebecca Oliverio,  

Acting Assistant Principal

Trombone
Jeremy Moeller, Principal
Mark Fisher, Assistant Principal
Mark Fry**

Bass Trombone 
Mark Fry**

Tuba
Andrew Smith, Principal

Timpani
Edward Harrison, Principal

Percussion
Douglas Waddell,  

Acting Principal
Eric Millstein 

Acting Assistant Principal

Harp
Lynn Williams, Principal

Librarian
John Rosenkrans*, Principal
Crozet Duplantier**, Acting 

Principal

Stage Band Contractor
Christine Janicki

STAGE BAND 
MUSICIANS
Dave Immon, trumpet
David Gauger, trumpet
Adam Moen, trombone
Sean Keenan, trombone
David Becker, bass trombone

EXTRA MUSICIANS
Cristina Buciu, violin
Jennifer Cappelli, violin
Kate Carter, violin
Injoo Choi, violin
Christine Chon, violin
Lisa Fako, violin
Renee Gauthier, violin
Carmen Kassinger, violin
Erik Liljenberg, violin
Janis Sakai, violin
Karl Davies, viola
Davis Perez, viola
Rebecca Swan, viola
Bruno Vaz da Silva, viola
Jaime An, cello
Hannah Colins, cello
Robyn Neidhold, cello
Jake Platt, string bass
Tim Shaffer, string bass
Trevor O’Riordan, clarinet
Reed Capshaw, trombone
Rich Janicki, timpani
Joel Cohen, percussion

The Lyric Opera Orchestra string sections utilize revolving seating. Players behind the front desk change seats systematically
and are listed alphabetically in the roster above.

	 *	 On leave, 2022/23 Season
	**	 Season Substitute 
	 +	 Solti Foundation U.S. Opera Residency

Orchestra & Chorus
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CHORUS MASTER
Michael Black,  

Chorus Master,
	 The Howard A. Stotler 

Endowed Chair

REGULAR CHORUS
Soprano
Elisa Billey Becker
Sharon Garvey Cohen
Cathleen Dunn
Desirée Hassler
Rachael Holzhausen
Laureen Janeczek-Wysocki
Kimberly McCord
Heidi Spoor
Stephani Springer
Sherry Watkins
Tara Wheeker

Mezzo-Soprano
Marianna Kulikova
Colleen Lovinello
Yvette Smith
Marie Sokolova
Emma Sorenson
Maia Surace
Corinne Wallace-Crane
Pamela Williams
Michelle K. Wrighte

Tenor
Geoffrey Agpalo
Timothy Bradley
Hoss Brock
William M. Combs
John J. Concepcion
Kenneth Donovan
Joseph A. Fosselman
Cullen Gandy
Cameo T. Humes
Tyler Samuel Lee
Thomas L. Potter

Bass
David DuBois
Christopher Filipowicz
Robert Morrissey
Kenneth Nichols
Rafael W. Porto
Craig Springer
Vince Wallace
Nicholas Ward
Ronald Watkins
Nikolas Wenzel
Max Wier
Jonathan Wilson

CORE SUPPLEMENTARY
CHORUS
Soprano
Joelle Lamarre
Emily Mwila
Carla Janzen

Mezzo-Soprano
Christina G. Adams
Cara Collins

Tenor
Jared V. Esguerra
Joe Shadday

Bass
David Govertsen
Nicolai Janitzky

SUPPLEMENTARY 
CHORUS
Soprano
Elise Hurwitz
Katelyn Lee
Rosalind Lee
Leah Rockweit
Diana Stoic

Mezzo-Soprano
Leah Dexter
Christine Ebeling
Elizabeth Frey
Sarah Ponder
Emily Price
Marissa Simmons

Tenor
Matthew Daniel
Klaus Georg
Darell Haynes
Jianghai Ho
Ernest C. Jackson Jr
Nathan Oakes
Steven Michael Patrick
Edward Washington

Bass
Evan Bravos
Matthew Carroll
Michael Cavalieri
Dimitri German
Kirk Greiner
Stephen Hobe
Brian Hupp
Dorian McCall
De’Ron McDaniel
Wilbur Pauley
Douglas Peters
William Powell III
Ian R. Prichard
William Roberts III
Sean Stanton

SUPERNUMERARIES
Floriana Bivona
James Edward Dauphin
Kyle Eckert
Mary Anthony Flint
Katlin Foster+

Marianna Gallegos+

Steffen Diem Garcia
Paul Levin
Hayley Nystrom+

William (Doc) Syverson
Christopher Vaughn
Roger Warner

CHILDREN’S CHORUS
Members of Uniting Voices 

Chicago (formerly Chicago 
Children’s Choir)

Sofia Abshire 
Marta Allesina
Thea Black
Liam Brandfonbrener
Shalom Burr Briggs
Elisabeth Cami
Gianna Chumil 
Thomas Cunningham
Ellis Curry
Mayumi Felder
Parker Felker
Ellie Haro  
Everell Hill
Hanna Hlavacek
Penelope Hoffman
Maude Hovey-Bradshaw
Raiva Lessing
Isabel Loza
Vivienne Lynch
Elizabeth Neveu
Zoey Obregon
Charlotte Oldham
Grace Parisi
Morgan Parker 
Mia Pensinger-Sok
Ehlery Petersen
Paulina Saucedo
Rebecca Saucedo
Ximena Arriaga Torres
Jane Wiltrout

Josephine Lee 
President 

Elisabeth Baker  
Conductor 

Jackie Johnson  
Citywide Program Director

+ Lyric debut



Beyond the stage, and beyond the boundaries  
that often define opera companies, Lyric is 
igniting creativity across Chicago. Through 
innovative learning opportunities, creative 
exploration, and artistic creation and 
collaboration, Lyric, with your support, 
encourages students, educators, families, 
audiences, and Chicagoans from  
neighborhoods across the city to share 
their voices and embrace the power and 
relevance of opera as a catalyst for growth 
and change.

Trevor Nicholas, Director of Vocal Ensembles at Senn High School, has been with Lyric’s High School Choral Residency program since its inception in 2016.
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Beyond  
the stage
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Partnership power

Lyric’s Learning & Creative Engagement division, Lyric 
Unlimited, is dedicated to creating educational and 
community partnerships and programs that engage learners 
and audiences of all ages across Chicago. The High School 
Choir Residency, for instance, supports vocal instruction in 
high school choir programs by providing regular, year-round 
assistance from a Lyric professional teaching artist. Teaching 
artists work collaboratively with choir teachers to deliver 
student instruction and foster artistic growth. 
	 And in one recent instance, the partnership 
contributed to an astonishing achievement.
	 Trevor Nicholas, Director of Vocal Ensembles at Senn 
Arts at Senn High School, has been with the Residency 
program since its inception in 2016, working with longtime 
Lyric teaching artist Heather Aranyi. For the past two 
years, Nicholas has been nominated for the Music Educator 
Award, presented by the Recording Academy. This honor—
essentially a Grammy for teachers—recognizes educators 
from around the country who have made a significant 
contribution to the music education field.
	 “Lyric has not only changed the lives of my students 
and opened up new possibilities and enhanced their 

performing ability, but it also has helped me in profound 
ways as an educator and artist,” says Nicholas. “Heather’s 
brilliant mentorship in branding and entrepreneurship has 
ushered me into new realms of leadership, and she gives 
me the courage to innovate artistically for my students. 
Lyric’s deep partnership has been an anchor throughout 
the many storms of the past seven years, and Heather’s 
constant encouragement has kept me afloat.”

“I am so proud of Trevor, and have been encouraging 
him throughout the nomination process. Our strengths 
compliment each other incredibly well as educators, 
allowing us to bring our whole skill sets in our whole 
selves, to innovate artistically,” Aranyi says. “This 
partnership between us not only elevates the Senn High 
School community, but it also elevates Chicagoland to get 
these amazing honors and opportunities.” 
	 Aranyi, who attends Nicholas’s classes once a week, 
views Nicholas as being a master innovator, combining 
multiple disciplines to create outstanding works of art that 
reflect students’ lived experiences. Aranyi not only focuses on 
vocal technique in the classroom, but aims for a more holistic 

How a Lyric Unlimited program helped one high school choir 

teacher garner two Grammy nominations

Left: Trevor Nicholas and Heather Aranyi wait with their students to sing the National Anthem at Wrigley Field in 2019.  
Right: Senn High School choir members back up Will Liverman during Lyric’s Empower (2018).
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experience, guiding students on how to lead a creative life 
through personal branding and entrepreneurship.
	 The pandemic made partnerships like this feel 
even more urgent. Moving classes online disrupted 
music and the arts in tremendous ways. With many 
students struggling with mental health and attending 
virtual classes, Nicholas and his student teacher, Colin 
Cosgrove, sought to engage students with community 
and purpose. Thus was born “Who Will Carry Me?”, 
an original song composed by Nicholas in response 
to COVID-19, growing sentiment toward anti-
Blackness, and the trauma of isolation. Once the song 
was finalized, students and local professional artists 
(including Aranyi) contributed their vocal, dance, and 
instrumental abilities, recording videos that became 
part of the final music video, edited by Nicholas. This 
stunning piece garnered national attention, receiving 
praise from Yo-Yo Ma, and opening the doors even 
further for the students.
	 “Our school experienced many traumas leading up 
to the lockdown,” says Trevor. “Using music to respond 
in a thoughtful way while validating and addressing their 
emotions is extremely important to me, and COVID added 
a whole new layer to that. This project was all for my 
students, and I never expected it to reach so far beyond 
that—ultimately leading to my first nomination.”  

Most high schoolers cannot say that they have 
performed on numerous of Chicago’s very best stages. 

Thanks to the partnership with Lyric Unlimited, in 
2018 Nicholas’ students had the opportunity to sing 
on the Lyric Opera of Chicago stage for Empower, the 
cumulation of EmpowerYouth!: Igniting Creativity through 
the Arts, a community-based program that guides 
Chicago high school students in creating an original 
opera. Additionally, they have sung at the Chicago 
Symphony Center, Millennium Park, the Harris Theater, 
Wrigley Field, and Ravinia Festival. 
	 In addition to the regular, ongoing music education 
support in the choral classroom, the Residency program 
features an embedded Opera Discovery Project, a unit of 
study that includes a field trip to the Lyric Opera House 
for a final dress rehearsal as well as special guest artist 
in-school visits. Recently, a group of Senn High School 
music students had the opportunity to attend the dress 
rehearsal of the world premiere of The Factotum. The 
show, based on Chicago’s South Side and rich with 
themes that celebrate community, truly made for a once-
in-a-lifetime experience for Senn students.
	 “As an educator, Trevor continually grows and is 
trying the next big thing, all to improve his classroom and 
better his students,” said Aranyi. “Any role that Lyric and 
I can play in helping him pioneer and maximize his work 
as a creative innovator and an entrepreneur, the greater 
the impact is for those students.”
	 Learn more about the High School Choir Residency 
and other Lyric Unlimited programming by visiting 
www.lyricopera.org/learn-engage/   
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Aranyi, at left, joined Nicholas and his students for the dress rehearsal of The Factotum at the Harris Theater.



To keep opera a must-see, must-hear experience,  
the art form needs outstanding artists who can 
convey through singing and acting the emotional 
range and engaging storytelling that are opera’s 
hallmarks. Lyric, through The Patrick G. and  
Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center, identifies 
exceptionally talented emerging artists from 
around the world and provides them with 
comprehensive training and performance 
opportunities. On the world’s stages, the  
Center’s impressive roster of alumni continually 
proves the value of training at Lyric.

Standing L-R: Kathryn Henry, Donald Lee III, Ian Rucker, Ron Dukes, Katherine DeYoung, Alejandro Luévanos, Denis Vélez
Sitting L-R: Lunga Eric Hallam, Laureano Quant, Ryan Capozzo, Martin Luther Clark, Lindsey Reynolds, Wm. Clay Thompson, Chris Reynolds
Front L-R: Luther H. Lewis III, Tess Naval
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Sopranos
Kathryn Henry
Lindsey Reynolds
Denis Vélez

Mezzo-soprano
Katherine DeYoung

Tenors
Ryan Capozzo
Martin Luther Clark
Lunga Eric Hallam
Alejandro Luévanos 

Baritones
Laureano Quant
Ian Rucker

Basses
Ron Dukes
Wm. Clay Thompson

Conductor/Pianist
Donald Lee III

Pianist
Chris Reynolds

Stage Director
Luther H. Lewis III

Stage Manager
Tess Naval

Ryan Opera 
Center
The 2022/23 Ryan Opera Center Ensemble
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J’NAI BRIDGES
Other appearances this season:  Delilah/Samson and Delilah, 
Seattle Opera; title role/Carmen, Teatro Lirico di Cagliari, 
Amsterdam, and Toronto.

“The three years I was in the Ryan Opera Center (2012-2015) were 
some of the most transformative of my life, both artistically and 
personally. There were many moments of work in the studio, 
rehearsals backstage, and performances in the Ardis Krainik 
Theatre and elsewhere that informed my career and have stayed 
with me to this day. I’m very proud to be a Ryan Opera Center 
alumna, and I’m tremendously grateful to everyone with the 
program and at Lyric for your never-ending support.”

Paul Corona
Der Rosenkavalier
The Metropolitan 
Opera

Ensemble member
2007-2010

Emily Pogorelc
Dialogues des 
Carmélites
Bayerische 
Staatsoper 

Ensemble member
2018-2020

Emmett O’Hanlon
Die tote Stadt
Deutsche Oper am 
Rhein

Ensemble member
2016-2018

Administration
Dan Novak
	 Director, The Ryan Opera Center 

Board Endowed Chair

Craig Terry
	 Music Director
	 The Jannotta Family Endowed 

Chair

Julia Faulkner
	 Director of Vocal Studies
	 Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation

Renée Fleming
	 Advisor

Susanna McNatt
	 Manager

Annika Donnen
	 Associate Librarian

Faculty
Julia Faulkner
	 Vocal Instruction
	 Robert and Ellen Marks Ryan 

Opera Center Vocal Studies 
Program Endowment

Deborah Birnbaum
Sir Andrew Davis
Renée Fleming
Enrique Mazzola
Gerald Martin Moore
Patricia Racette
Anne Sophie von Otter
	 Guest Master Artists

William C. Billingham
Alan Darling
Laurann Gilley
Jonathan Gmeinder

Noah Lindquist
Celeste Rue
Eric Weimer
	 Coaching Staff

Emanuele Andrizzi
	 Conducting Instruction

Isabelle Druc
Julia Savoie Klein
Derek Matson
Klára Moldová
Sharon Peterson
Alessandra Visconti
	 Foreign Language Instruction

August Tye
	 Movement Instruction

Orit Carpenter
Beth Clayton
	 Performance Psychology

Roger Pines
	 Guest Lecturer and Consultant

Katrina Bachus
Rachel A. Tobias
	 Production Mentors

Artistic/Production Personnel
Roberto Kalb 
Stefano Sarzani
	 Conductors

Crystal Manich 
Kristine McIntyre
	 Directors

Peggy Stenger
Bill Walters
	 Stage Managers

PROGRAM STAFF

THIS SEASON

Ryan Opera  
Center alumni  
around the world
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J’Nai Bridges as Delilah in Seattle Opera’s Samson and Delilah. 
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Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official Airline, American Airlines, 

and acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council Agency.

Lyric’s presentation of West Side Story is generously made possible by Lead Sponsor  

The Negaunee Foundation with additional support from The Davee Foundation and Bank of America.

BERNSTEIN/SONDHEIM/ROBBINS/LAURENTS

Featuring favorites “Tonight,”  
“Maria,” “America,” and more.

June 2 - 25, 2023
Tickets from $30

lyricopera.org/WSS

What greater emotional sound  
ever entered anyone’s ears?
         - Chicago Tribune

Musical theater euphoria!
         - Chicago Sun-Times

“

“

“

“



With the generous support of individuals and  
organizations, Lyric is leading the advancement  
of opera in America—continually advancing 
artistic excellence, increasing relevance and 
reach for both traditional and new audiences, 
engaging our diverse communities through 
signature learning and exploration initiatives, 
and expanding our role as a cultural cornerstone  
in Chicago. You are our partners in this 
important shared enterprise—and we 
sincerely thank you.
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Thank you for 
your support
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Bravissimi 

We gratefully acknowledge the members of the Lyric family who have 
contributed a total of $1 million+ throughout the history of the company. 
Lyric thrives due to the incredible generosity of these individuals, 
foundations, and corporations.

$50,000,000+
The Facilities Fund of Lyric Opera of Chicago and 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra, John H. Bryan°, James 
W. Cozad°, H. Laurance Fuller, and Patrick G. Ryan

$30,000,000+
Nancy W. Knowles°

$15,000,000+
Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh Ryan

$10,000,000+
Julie & Roger Baskes 
The Chicago Community Trust
J. Thomas Hurvis & Ann Andersen  

and the Caerus Foundation
Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust  

and The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
National Endowment for the Arts
The Negaunee Foundation

$7,500,000+
Anonymous 
Sonia Florian
Martha Jacobshagen°
John D. & Alexandra C. Nichols
Anne & Chris Reyes

$5,000,000+
Anonymous (4) 
Abbott Fund
Ameritech/SBC/AT&T
Stefan Edlis° & Gael Neeson
Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa
Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross
Illinois Arts Council Agency
Irma Parker°
The Kiphart Family
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The Monument Trust (UK)
Sidney L. & Bettie B. Port°
Earl & Brenda Shapiro Foundation
Lisbeth Stiffel
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Vance

$2,500,000+
Anonymous (3) 
American Airlines
Aon
Mrs. A. Watson Armour°
Boston Consulting Group
Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin
Henry & Gilda Buchbinder Family
Carolyn S. Bucksbaum
The Butler Family Foundation
Challenge III Fund – Government
City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs  

and Special Events
Nelson D. Cornelius°
Mr.° & Mrs. John V. Crowe
The Davee Foundation
Mrs. Mary B. Galvin
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. William B. Graham°
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Howard L. Gottlieb & Barbara G. Greis
The Grainger Foundation
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund 
Invesco QQQ
ITW
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
Mr.° & Mrs. Fred A. Krehbiel
Josef & Margot Lakonishok
Fred McDougal° & Nancy Lauter McDougal
Malott Family Foundation
Mazza Foundation
Robert & Susan Morrison
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel
Northern Trust
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Osborn
PwC
Daniel F. & Ada L. Rice Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Clarke and Adine Stayman Trusts
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation
Howard A. Stotler°
Mrs. Herbert A. Vance°
Cynthia Wood°

$1,000,000+
Anonymous (3)
Katherine A. Abelson
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Walter F. Bandi° & Elsa E. Bandi°
Bank of America and Merrill Lynch
Baxter International Inc.
James N. & Laurie V. Bay
Marlys A. Beider
BMO Harris Bank
The Brinson Foundation
Bulley & Andrews
Marion A. Cameron-Gray
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
Mr.° & Mrs. James W. Cozad
Joanne Toor Cummings°
The Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation
Deutsche Bank
Exelon
Maxine P. & W. James Farrell
Elaine Frank°
Richard° & Barbara Franke
Brena & Lee A. Freeman, Sr. Charitable Association

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Ambassador & Mrs. Ronald Jay Gidwitz
Ethel & William Gofen
Sue & Melvin Gray
The Harris Family Foundation
Harold Hartshorne, Jr.°
Mr. & Mrs. Ben W. Heineman°
Walter E. Heller Foundation
H. Earl & Miriam U. Hoover°
Jenner & Block
Kemper Educational & Charitable Fund
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Sanfred Koltun
Kraft Foods
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel & John H. Krehbiel, Jr.
LaSalle Bank
Anne P. Lederer Research Institute
Arthur B. Logan°
Jim° & Kay Mabie
Brooks and Hope McCormick Foundation
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick  

Family Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Trust
Jim° & Vicki Mills/Jon & Lois Mills
Richard M. Morrow°
Allan & Elaine Muchin
Jerome and Elaine Nerenberg Foundation
Susan & Nick Noyes/Make It Better Media Group
Nuveen Investments
Gregory O’Leary & Patricia Kenney
David & Sheila Ormesher
I.A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation
Peer & Sarah Pedersen°
Polk Bros. Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
Mrs. Jay A. Pritzker
The Regenstein Foundation
Lloyd E. Rigler - Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation
Harry A. Root, Jr.°
Sara Lee Foundation
Rose L. Shure° & Sidney N. Shure°
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom °
The Wallace Foundation
Lois L. Ward°
Roberta L. Washlow & Robert J. Washlow
Robert & Floretta Weiss
Bernard E. Williams Trust
Zell Family Foundation

° Deceased
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Production sponsors
Lyric is grateful for our 2022/23 Season production sponsors.

Lyric’s 2022/23 Season is presented by 

ERNANI
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+ 

Patricia A. Kenney & Gregory J. O’Leary

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Lead Sponsor: The Negaunee Foundation 
Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa
The Zell Family Foundation
Marlys A. Beider
The Davee Foundation
The Harris Family Foundation

Lori Ann Komisar and Morris Silverman
Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin
Ethel & Bill Gofen

DON CARLOS
Presenting Sponsors: Julie & Roger Baskes
An Anonymous Donor 
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+
Josef & Margot Lakonishok
Sonia Florian 
The Julius Frankel Foundation

LE COMTE ORY
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+ 

HANSEL AND GRETEL

THE FACTOTUM

The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center Board
Roberta L. & Robert J. Washlow
John R. and Grace K. Stanek Charitable Fund 
Gene & Jean Stark

Bill & Orli Staley Foundation
Mary Stowell
Eisen Family Foundation
An Anonymous Donor
Laurel Appell Lipkin

CARMEN 

Liz Stiffel
The Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund

PROXIMITY
An Anonymous Donor

WEST SIDE STORY
Lead Sponsor: The Negaunee Foundation
The Davee Foundation
Bank of America

To learn more about Lyric sponsorship opportunities, please visit lyricopera.org/support-lyric/major-investments/production-sponsorships.

°Deceased

Additional support for Lyric’s 2022/23 Season is generously provided by the Production Circle. 

+ Enrique Circle
The Enrique Circle is composed of Lyric’s most 

dedicated supporters who are committed to 
championing Maestro Enrique Mazzola’s exciting 
artistic vision and legacy.



TWO GREAT WAYS TO GET INVOLVED WITH LYRIC

Take a study break with $20 tickets,
plus exclusive events and more.
lyricopera.org/next

Meet dynamic opera lovers under 45 and 
access $35 tickets and exclusive events.
lyricopera.org/LYP

PHOTOS: KYLE FLUBACKER

NEXT
For college students

Lyric Young
Professionals
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MARCH 14, 2023
See what’s in store in 
the 2023/24 Season.

Ready for 
more thrilling 
performances?

Follow us on social for Lyric’s latest!

Tickets at

lyricopera.org/seasonpreview



Join a community of friendly 
and enthusiastic arts lovers who 
are forging the future of opera.

Support Lyric Opera of Chicago
lyricopera.org/donatenow
312.827.3500

Photo: Kyle Flubacker
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Supporting our future—
endowments at Lyric
As a perpetual fund that annually distributes a designated portion  
of earnings and investment income, endowments provide a steady  
source of funding so Lyric can be a leader in the opera world— 
now and into the future. 

LYRIC ENDOWED CHAIRS 
Supports	 Established by
Chorus Master	 Howard A. Stotler
Concertmaster	 Mrs. R. Robert Funderburg, 

 		     in honor of Sally Funderburg
Costume Designer	 Richard P. and Susan Kiphart
General Director	 The Women’s Board,  

		     in loving memory 
			      of Ardis Krainik
Lighting Director	 Mary-Louise and James S. Aagaard, 
			      in honor of Duane Schuler
Music Director	 John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols
Production and Technical 	 Allan and Elaine Muchin
	 Director+	
Wigmaster and Makeup 	 Marlys A. Beider, in loving 
	 Designer+	    memory of Harold Beider
Ryan Opera Center Director	 The Ryan Opera Center Board
Ryan Opera Center	 Jannotta Family
	 Music Director

LYRIC PRODUCTION ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Supports	 Established by
Baroque Operas	 Anonymous
Bel Canto Operas	 Mr. and Mrs. William H. Redfield+

French Operas	 W. James and Maxine P. Farrell
German Operas	 Irma Parker
Italian Operas	 NIB Foundation
Mozart Operas	 Regenstein Foundation,  

		     in honor of Ruth Regenstein
Puccini Operas	 Mary Patricia Gannon+

Verdi Operas	 Guild Board
Wagner Operas	 Anonymous

LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Sarah and A. Watson Armour III Endowment
Shirley and Benjamin Gould Endowment
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Endowment
Public Engagement Endowment Fund

DISCOVER LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS
The Grainger Foundation, for the NEXT program
Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner Endowment Fund+

RYAN OPERA CENTER ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment+

Thomas Doran Endowment+

Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro Endowment+

James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment+

Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner Endowment Fund+

H. Earl and Miriam U. Hoover Endowment Fund
J. Thomas Hurvis Endowment Fund,  

in memory of Richard P. Kiphart
Robert and Ellen Marks Ryan Opera Center Vocal Studies Program, 

in memory of Gianna Rolandi
Lois B. Siegel Endowment
Joanne Silver Endowment+

Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk Endowment+

LYRIC UNLIMITED — LEARNING AND CREATIVE 
ENGAGEMENT ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Katherine A. Abelson Education Endowment
Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment+

Raynette and Ned Boshell Endowment
George F. and Linda L. Brusky Youth Education Endowment+

The Chapters’ Education Endowment, in memory of Alfred Glasser
James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment+

Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner Endowment Fund+

With major support provided 
from the Nancy W. Knowles Student 
and Family Performances Fund
During her lifetime, Carol Fox Award recipient 
Nancy Knowles generously invested her 
time, talents, and leadership to advance Lyric 

through her membership on the Board of Directors, Executive 
Committee, and the Guild Board. In recognition of her extraordinary 
gift to the Campaign for Excellence, Lyric named the Nancy W. 
Knowles Lobby in 2007. Later, Nancy made a significant gift in 
support of the Breaking New Ground Campaign, creating the 
Nancy W. Knowles Student and Family Performances Fund, which 
she secured by including Lyric as a beneficiary of her estate—a 
remarkable continuation of her lifetime generosity. Lyric will forever 
be grateful for Nancy’s extraordinary generosity and for creating a 
fund through her thoughtful gift planning that will support children 
and family programming at Lyric for years to come.

+Future Planned Gift  These donors have named Lyric in their will, trust, IRA, or other planned giving possibilities to establish an endowment fund in their name to support Lyric, its programs, 

and positions forever. Learn how to leave a lasting legacy by contacting Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or email mbiver@lyricopera.org.

Join a community of friendly 
and enthusiastic arts lovers who 
are forging the future of opera.

Support Lyric Opera of Chicago
lyricopera.org/donatenow
312.827.3500

Photo: Kyle Flubacker



The Ardis Krainik Society
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Opera provides us insight into the 
human condition; it fills our souls. It 
is the art form that I have so loved 
throughout my life. That is why I 
decided that my final gift to this 
world will be providing opera to 
future generations—a gift to Lyric 
in my IRA is my small contribution 
to ensure opera’s legacy lives on 
in Chicago.
Jerry Padbury

PASSION...
Pass it on.

To learn more about leaving a lasting legacy at Lyric, 
please contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning 
mbiver@lyricopera.org  |  312.827.5655
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ARIA BENEFACTORS
Lyric would like to acknowledge 
the extraordinary philanthropy 
of the following individuals who 
have made significant legacy 
commitments of $1,000,000 or more 
and who comprise the Aria 
Benefactors of the Ardis Krainik 
Society. 

Anonymous (5)
Paul & Mary Anderson  

Family Foundation
Marlys A. Beider
Dr. C. Bekerman
Marion A. Cameron-Gray
Christopher Carlo &  

Robert Chaney
David° & Orit Carpenter
Robert F. Finke
Amanda & Matthew Fox  
Mary Patricia Gannon
James K. Genden &  

Alma Koppedraijer
Bruce Gober MD &  

Donald Ratner°
Howard Gottlieb
Sue & Melvin Gray
Dr. Petra B. Krauledat &  

Dr. W. Peter Hansen
Philip G. Lumpkin
John Nigh
Julia Pernet
Richard Ryan
Diane Marie Tkach &  

James F. Freundt 
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson
Rabbi Larry° & JoAnne  

Johnson Winer  
Stephen R. Winters &  

Don D. Curtis    
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak &  

James C. Kemmerer
Drs. Russ & Joan Zajtchuk
Anne Zenzer

SOCIETY MEMBERS
Anonymous (148) 
Valerie & Joseph Abel
Louise Abrahams
Richard Abram & Paul Chandler
Carol A. Abrioux
Dr. Whitney Addington
Ginny Alberts-Johnson &  

Lance Johnson
Carl H. & Cynthia Albright

Judy L. Allen
Louise E. Anderson
Catherine Aranyi
L. Robert Artoe
Bert Badillo
Richard N. Bailey
David Gerald Baker
Susann Ball
Randolph & Lorraine Barba 
Margaret Basch
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Beata
Mrs. Bill Beaton
Steve Beier
Martha Bell
Daniel J. Bender
Lynn Bennett
Julie Anne Benson
Charles E. & Nancy T. Berg
Joan Israel Berger
Barbara Bermudez
Susan Bernstein
Kyle & Marge Bevers
Patrick J. Bitterman
M. J. Black & Mr. C Lancy
Richard Blackwell
Dr. Debra Zahay Blatz
Merrill & Judy Blau
Ann Blickensderfer
D. Jeffrey & Joan H. Blumenthal
Marlene R. Boncosky
Mr. & Mrs. John Jay Borland
Ned & Raynette Boshell
David Boyce
Dr. & Mrs. Boone Brackett
Christine & Paul Branstad  

Family Foundation
Robert & Phyllis Brauer
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
Daniel A. & Leona B. Bronstein
Carol & Alan Brookes
Kathryn Y. Brown
Richard M. & Andrea J. Brown
Mr.° & Mrs. Edward H. Bruske III
George F.° & Linda L. Brusky
Steven & Helen Buchanan
Dr. Gerald & Mrs. Linda Budzik
Lisa Bury
John E. & Alice Butler
Robert J. Callahan
Amy & Paul Carbone
Carla Carstens & Theodore Herr
Patrick Vincent Casali
Dinah Jacobs Castle 
Esther Charbit
Jeffrey K. Chase, J.D.
Ramona Choos

J. Salvatore L. Cianciolo
Heinke Clark
Robert & Margery Coen
Elaine Collina
Peter & Beverly Conroy
Sharon Conway
Sarah J. Cooney
Dr. W. Gene Corley Family
Joseph E. Corrigan
Paul T. & Elaine D. Cottey
Una Creditor
Barbara L. Dean
Phyllis Diamond
Roger & Linelle Dickinson
Ms. Janet E. Diehl
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Dillon
Catherine R. DiNapoli
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard J. Dobroski
Thomas M. Dolan
Mary Louise Duhamel
Kathleen Dunn
Roma Krystyna Dybalski
Richard L. Eastline
Carol A. Eastman
Judy Eckberg
Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro 

Endowment Fund
Lucy A. Elam,  

in memory of Elizabeth Elam
Mr.° & Mrs. Don Elleman
Cherelynn A. Elliott
Terrence M. W. Ellsworth
Dr. James A. Eng
La & Philip Engel
Susanna & Helmut Epp
Erika E. Erich
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Ericson
Dr. & Mrs. James Ertle
Ms. Mary T. Ethier
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
Martha L. Faulhaber
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Y. Feng
Felicia Finkelman
Jack M. & Marsha S. Firestone
Eloise C. Foster
Barbara Gail Franch
James Victor Franch
Patricia & Maurice° J. Frank
Richard J. Franke
Ms. Susan Frankel
Thomas H. Franks, Ph.D.
Allen J. Frantzen
Penny & John E. Freund
Dr. Paul Froeschl
Marie & Gregory° Fugiel
Sheilah Purcell Garcia, Lady Witton

George & Mary Ann Gardner
Scott P. George
Melinda E. Gibson, MD,  

in memory of Sylvia M. Morrison
Norden S. Gilbert
John F. Gilmore
Michael Goldberger
Mr. & Mrs. Delmon Grapes
Rick Greenman
Dr. J. Brian Greis
James R. Grimes
Patricia Grogan
Carolyn Hallman
Carl J. Halperin
Mr. Edwin Hanlon
Miss Patricia O. Hanlon
Ms. Geraldine Haracz
Mary Kathryn Hartigan
Julian W. Harvey
Andrew Hatchell
William P. Hauworth
Dr. & Mrs. David J. Hayden
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Josephine E. Heindel
Allen W. Heinemann &  

William Borden
Mary Mako Helbert
Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder
Mrs. Marion Hoffman
Stephen D. Holmes
Edith A. Holst
Mary & Jim Houston
H. Eileen Howard &  

Marshall Weinberg°
Sarah & William Hufford
Kenneth N. Hughes
Michael Huskey
Cpt. Bernardo Iorgulescu, USMC 

Memorial Fund
Merle Jacob
J. Jeffrey Jaglois
Edgar D. Jannotta
Stanley J. Janowiak
Dr. & Mrs. Todd & Peggy Janus
Barbara Joabson
Diane & Alan Johnson
John Arthur Johnson
Ronald B. Johnson
Roy A. & Sarah C. Johnson
Barbara Mair Jones
Janet Jones
Mr. Theodore Kalogeresis
Wayne S. & Lenore M. Kaplan
Kerma & John Karoly
Kenneth Kelling

Gift planning at Lyric
Ardis Krainik Society at Lyric | This group consists of dedicated supporters who 
have designated a special gift through their will, trust, IRA, or other planned giving 
method to benefit Lyric into the future. 

°Deceased
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Chuck & Kathy Killman
Diana Hunt King
Neil King
R. William Klein, Jr.
Laura & LeRoy Klemt
J. Peter Kline
Helen Kohr
Susan Kryl
Edward & Adrienne Kolb
Barbara A. Kummerer,  

in memory of Thomas H. 
Kummerer

Carol & John Kunze
Mary S. Kurz
Larry Lapidus
Barbara K. Larsen
Angela Larson &  

Bamshad Mobasher
Thomas & Annelise Lawson
Henrietta Leary
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew O. Lewicky
Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Mrs. Paul Lieberman
Carole F. Liebson
Carol L. Linne
Candace Broecker Loftus
Doris C. Lorz

Carolyn Lovering
Carlotta & Ronald Lucchesi
Dorette P. S. Luke
William & Terry Maher
James C. & Suzette M. Mahneke
Mr. & Mrs.° Nicholas Malatesta
Jeanne Randall Malkin
Ann Chassin Mallow
Jennifer J. Malpass
Dr.° & Mrs. Karl Lee Manders
Allison R. Manley
Daniel T. Manoogian
Mrs. John Jay Markham
Daniel F Marselle
Judy Marth
Mrs. Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Dr. Christine Winter Massie &  

Mr. James Massie
Michael P. Mayer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
Michael M. & Diane Mazurczak
Mrs. David McCandless
James G. & Laura G. McCormick
Gia & Paul McDermott
Nancy Lauter McDougal
Blythe Jaski McGarvie
William F. McHugh

Bill McVey
Martina M. Mead
Mr. & Mrs. Leland V. Meader
Bill Melamed
Dr.° & Mrs. Jack L. Melamed
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Mesrobian
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Meyers
Barbara Terman Michaels
Margaret & Craig Milkint
Gerry M. Miller
Michael Miller & Sheila Naughten
Susan M. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Edward S. & Barbara L. Mills
Martha A. Mills
Vlasta A. “Vee” Minarich
David & Justine K. Mintzer
BettyAnn Mocek &  

Adam R. Walker
Robert & Lois Moeller
Dr. Virginia Saft Mond
Drs. Bill° & Elaine Moor
Allan & Elaine Muchin
Julia Garrofe Munoz
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
Ms. Diana K. Myers
Tom Myles

David J.° & Dolores D. Nelson
John H. Nelson
Edward & Gayla Nieminen
Zehava L. Noah
Renate P. Norum
Patricia A. Noska
Linda Moses Novak
Margo & Michael Oberman
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Olson
David & Sheila Ormesher
Jonathan Orser
Gerald L. Padbury
John & Dawn Palmer
Joan L. Pantsios
Robert W. Parsons, M.D.
George R. Paterson
Donald Peck
George Pepper, M.D
Sunday & Charles Perry
Susanne P. Petersson
Shirley Pfenning
Genevieve M. Phelps
Karen & Dick Pigott
Robert M. Pine
Louis A. Pitschmann &  

Lillian A. Clark
John J. W. Plampin

Wine Auction
RETURNS MAY 11  -  13 , 2023

THURSDAY, MAY 11
Celebrated Chef and Featured 
Vintner Dinners in spectacular 
private homes in Chicago.

FRIDAY, MAY 12
Featured Vintner Tasting  
Reception held in the Grand  
Foyer of the Lyric Opera House.

OUR HONORED GUEST  •  MAISON JOSEPH DROUHIN
The wines of Joseph Drouhin are found on the finest tables, and you can experience them  
with your bid on their spectacular lots. Travel to the heart of Beaune for a stay in Maison 
Joseph Drouhin’s beautiful guest home, with a guided tour through their historical cellars, 
an exclusive tasting of the most prestigious wines, a private meal with a member of the 
Drouhin family, and more.

Special thanks to all of our Featured Vintners who are so generously supporting this year’s auction.  
A complete list is available on our website.

PICTURED:  HONORED GUEST  L AURENT  DR OUHIN OF MAISON JOSEPH DR OUHIN, 

2023  WINE AUCTION CO-CHAIRS  SUZANNE W.  MULSHINE,  NANCY S .  SEARLE ,  ER ICA L .  SANDNER,  AND E I LEEN MURPHY.   PHOTO BY:  JACLYN S IMPSON

For more information, visit lyricopera.org/wineauction 
or email lyricwineauction@lyricopera.org

SATURDAY, MAY 13
Wine Auction on stage at the  
Lyric Opera House.
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For more information about becoming an Ardis Krainik Society member and the related levels and benefits associated, 
contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or mbiver@lyricopera.org.

Drs. Alan & Carol Pohl
Ms. Lois Polakoff
Kenneth Porrello & Sherry McFall
D. Elizabeth Price
Nathaniel W. Pusey
Dr. Sondra C. Rabin
Mary Raffetto-Robins
Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains
Dorothy V. Ramm
Linda Raschke
Christina Rashid
Mr. & Mrs. Keith A. Reed
Michael & Susan “Holly” Reiter
Evelyn R. Richer
Jennie M. Righeimer
Charles & Marilynn Rivkin
Carol Roberts
Jadwiga Roguska-Kyts, M.D.,  

in memory of Robert Kyts
Sylvie Romanowski
James & Janet° Rosenbaum
J. Kenneth & Susan T. Rosko
Chatka Ruggiero
Joseph C. Russo
Dennis Ryan
Louise M. Ryssmann
Eugene Rzym,  

in memory of Adaline Rzym
David Sachs
Suzanne & William° Samuels
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Schaeffer
Mary T. Schafer
Mrs. Philip H. Schaff, Jr.
Douglas M. Schmidt
Franklin Schmidt
Martha P. Schneider
Ms. Frances A. Schrader
Donald Seibert
Sandra Shane-DuBow
Sherie Coren Shapiro
Charles Chris Shaw
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon M. Shaw
David Shayne
Jared Shlaes
Joanne Silver
Mr. Andrew Barry Simmons & 

Mitchell Loewenthal-Grassini
Ilene Simmons
Larry G. Simpson
Dr. Ira Singer
Margles Singleton
Thomas G. Sinkovic
Craig Sirles
Norman & Mirella Smith
Mr. Reeves E. Smith
Joan M. Solbeck
Mary Soleiman
Philip & Sylvia° Spertus

Ms. Gay K. Stanek 
James Staples
Sherie B. Stein
J. Allyson Stern
Lisbeth Cherniack Stiffel
Mr. & Mrs.° James P. Stirling
Carol A. Stitzer
Clara Basch Stone
Dr. & Mrs.° Peter W. Stonebraker
Mary Stowell
Daniel & Norene Stucka
Mr.° & Mrs. Glenn L. Stuffers
Emily J. Su
Sherwin A. Swartz
Mr. Charles A. Tausche
Mr.° & Mrs. John C. Telander
Cheryl Lorelle Thaxton
L. Kristofer Thomsen
Carla M. Thorpe
Karen Hletko Tiersky
Myron Tiersky
Jacqueline Tilles
Lawrence E. Timmins
Mrs. William C. Tippens
Virginia Tobiason
Paula Turner
Robert & Gloria Turner
Paul & Judith Tuszynski
Ultmann Family Charitable 

Remainder Unitrust
Cynthia Vahlkamp & Robert Kenyon 

Charitable Trust
Mike & Mary Valeanu
Marlene A. Van Skike
Lorraine & Dave Vander Ark
David J. Varnerin
Nancy Johnson Vazzano
Raita Vilnins
Malcolm V. Vye, M.D.
Albert Walavich
Darcy Lynn Walker
Gary T. Walther
Stephen and Karen Walton
Albert Wang
Barbara M. Wanke
Louella Krueger Ward
Karl Wechter
Patricia M. Wees
Claude M. Weil
Eric Weimer & Edwin Hanlon
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Weinberg
Joan & Marco° Weiss
Joanna L. Weiss
Mrs. Robert G. Weiss
Mrs. Melville W. Wendell
Sandra Wenner
Jane B. White
Claudia Winkler

Nora Winsberg
Mr. David Winter
Florence Winters
Brien & Cathy Wloch
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood II
Mrs. William Wunder
Bonnie Zeitlin
Daniel R. Zillmann

ESTATE GIFTS
The following estates have 
generously provided gifts of 
bequests and other planned gifts 
to Lyric. Due to space limitations, 
listings include only planned gifts 
received in the past three years 
and is current as of December 1, 
2022. With deepest regards, Lyric 
commemorates and remembers 
those departed Lyric patrons who 
have honored us with these most-
profound commitments.

James S. & Mary-Louise Aagaard 
Donald Alderman
Judith Anderson
The Ruth and Roger Anderson 

Family Foundation
Dorothy Avedisian
Constance & Liduina Barbantini
Dr. Michael O. Blackman
Dr. Gregory L. Boshart
Judy Bober
Joan Brugger
Jacqueline Brumlik
Dr. Mary Louise Hirsh Burger &  

Mr. William Burger
Muriel A. Burnet
Wiley Caldwell
David Carpenter
Charles Putnam Case
June Choate
Ellen Clasen
Ellen Cole Charitable  

Remainder Trust
Colman Family Foundation
Mrs. Campbell de Frise
Ellen Clasen
Barbara K. DeCoster
Victoria Defty
George Devron
Azile Dick
Thomas Doran
Joseph R. Ender
Nadine Ferguson
Roy Fisher
Rhoda & Henry Frank
Mrs. John Wilburn Garland

Lyle Gillman
Robert D. Gray
Mary Elizabeth Mako Helbert
Elsie Heyler
Rebecca Jarabak
Judy Jasper
Laurence P. Johnson
Elsye Janet Jones
Dr. Anne Juhasz
Robert & Jeanne Kapoun
Esther Klatz
Nancy W. Knowles
Karen J. Kuehner
Dr. William R. Lawrence
Rosalie Loeding
Hugo Lorenz
Dr. Alexis W. Maier Trust
Iris Maiter
Bella G. Malis
Robert Marks
Dr. Jack Melamed
Susan Messinger
J. Clifford Moos
Rosemary Murgas  

Charitable Living Trust
David Nelson
Sydelle F. Nelson
Florence C. Norstrom
Louis A. Nyman
Irma Parker
Dr. Frances Pietch
Sherrie Kahn Reddick
Lyn & Bill Redfield
Mary Lee Reed
Joan Richards
Richard P. Schieler
Lois Schmidt
Caroline Seabright
Lois B. Siegel 
Del Snow
Elaine Soter
Franklin R. St. Lawrence
Barry Sullivan
Janis Sullivan
Peggy Sullivan
Miriam Swanson
David Thurn
Maureen Tokar
Dorothy Vance
Joseph & Elizabeth Walczak
Josephine V. Wallace
Marilee Wehman
Caroline Wheeler
Max & Joyce Wildman
Rita A. Zralek

°Deceased
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Corporate partnership
Lyric appreciates the generosity of its corporate partners.

ARIA SOCIETY
$1,000,000 and above

VIRTUOSO CIRCLE BENEFACTORS
$75,000 to $99,999

ARTIST CIRCLE BENEFACTOR
$25,000 to $34,999

$500,000 to $999,999

$100,000 to $249,999

MAESTRO CIRCLE BENEFACTORS
$50,000 to $74,999

$250,000 to $499,999
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To learn more about corporate partnership opportunities, please contact Chelsea Lauing,  
Philanthropy Officer - Institutional Partnerships at clauing@lyricopera.org or 312.827.5762. 

This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by December 31, 2022.

PREMIER PATRONS 
$15,000 to $24,999
Exelon
McMaster-Carr Supply 

Company
Wintrust Community Banks

DISTINGUISHED 
PATRONS 
$10,000 to $14,999
Amsted Industries Foundation 
Baird
Crowe LLP
Italian Village Restaurants
KPMG LLP
Mayer Brown LLP

PATRONS 
$5,000 to $9,999
BNSF Railway Foundation
Chicago Title and Trust 

Company Foundation
FIfth Third Bank
Sahara Enterprises, Inc.

PARTNERS 
$4,000 to $4,999
Howard & Howard Attorneys 

PLLC
Michuda Construction, Inc.

DEVOTEES 
$3,000 to $3,999
American Agricultural 

Insurance Company

ADVOCATES 
$2,000 to $2,999
Innis Law Group
Old Republic International 

Corporation
Shure Incorporated
Skadden

AFICIONADOS 
$1,000 to $1,999
Concierge Unlimited 

International
Bumper Lanes Marketing

MATCHING GIFTS
AbbVie
Allstate Giving Campaign
Bank of America Foundation
Benevity Community Impact 

Fund
Boston Consulting Group
BP Matching Funds Programs
Caterpillar Foundation Inc.
Charityvest
Cybergrants
Emerson Electric Company
Exelon Foundation
GE Foundation
HSBC - North America
IBM Corporation
ITW Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis
John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation
Motorola Foundation
Network for Good
Peoples Gas
PepsiCo Foundation
PNC Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Salesforce
Synchrony Bank
TIFF Charitable Foundation
United Way Metro Chicago
US Bank
W. W. Grainger, Inc.
William Blair
YourCause

SPECIAL THANKS
American Airlines for its 40 
year partnership as the Official 
Airline of Lyric Opera of 
Chicago.

Willkie Farr & Gallagher and 
Craig C. Martin, Chairman, 
Midwest, for the firm’s pro 
bono legal services throughout 
the year.

Warner Classics as the Official 
Education and Promotion 
Music Provider.

IN-KIND GIFTS
American Airlines, Inc.
Brush Creek Ranch
Coco Pazzo
Crain-Maling Foundation
Dentons US LLP
Fellowes, Inc.
The Rhapsody Theater
Shure Incorporated

Lyric Opera of Chicago 
acknowledges support from 
the Illinois Arts Council 
Agency.

Lyric Opera of Chicago is a 
member of OPERA America.
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Annual individual  
and foundation support

Lyric recognizes and appreciates gifts to its operating campaign 
made by generous individuals, foundations, and government 
organizations. Their continued support is vital. 

Julie and Roger Baskes

Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh Ryan

ARIA SOCIETY
$1,000,000 and above

$500,000 to $999,999

The Butler Family Foundation  
John & Alice Butler

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel J. Christopher and Anne N. Reyes 
Foundation

Robert and Penelope Steiner  
Family Foundation

ANONYMOUS 
DONORS (2)

THE DAVEE 
FOUNDATION

Gael Neeson & Stefan Edlis°

THE NEGAUNEE
FOUNDATION

Lisbeth Stiffel

The Crown Family



59  |  Lyric Opera of Chicago

$250,000 to $499,999

° Deceased

Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich 
M. Gross

Josef & Margot Lakonishok Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund 
Fred°& Nancy McDougal

Zell Family Foundation

John R. Halligan Charitable Fund

Marlys A. Beider

GRAMMA FISHER
FOUNDATION OF
MARSHALLTOWN,
IOWA

Julius Frankel Foundation

Nancy S. Searle
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$100,000 to $249,999

Mr.° and Mrs. Fred A. 
Krehbiel

Mrs. James S. Aagaard° Randy L. & Melvin R.° 
Berlin

Marion A. Cameron-
Gray

Elizabeth F. Cheney 
Foundation

Mrs. John V. Crowe

Ethel & William Gofen Howard L. Gottlieb &  
Barbara G. Greis

Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel &  
John H. Krehbiel, Jr.

Sonia Florian 

The Harris Family Foundation  
Caryn & King Harris and 
Pam Friend Szokol

Patricia A. Kenney &  
Gregory J. O’Leary

ANONYMOUS 
DONORS (3)

James & Brenda Grusecki

MIKE & LINDY 
KEISER

THE RICHARD P.
& SUSAN KIPHART
FAMILY

Julian Family 
Foundation

The Knowles Foundation  
Nancy W. Knowles°

Lori Ann Komisar &  
Morris Silverman

Amy & Paul Carbone

Rhoda and Henry Frank 
Foundation
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$100,000 to $249,999
Continued

°Deceased

Mazza Foundation  
Joseph O. Rubinelli, Jr., Mary Jane 
Rubinelli, Nicholas J. Lavezzorio, 
& Joan Lavezzorio Schniedwind

Allan & Elaine Muchin

Jerome and Elaine Nerenberg 
Foundation 

John D. & Alexandra C. Nichols Mr. & Mrs. William A. Osborn

Richard O. Ryan Mr. & Mrs. Scott Santi

Susan & Robert Morrison

PENNY PRITZKER & 
BRYAN TRAUBERT

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Vance  
and Mrs. Herbert Vance°  
Carol & William Vance

Roberta L. Washlow &  
Robert J. Washlow

Lois B. Siegel°

Donna Van Eekeren Foundation

Jim° & Kay MabiePhilip G. Lumpkin

Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel &  
John H. Krehbiel, Jr.

Patricia A. Kenney &  
Gregory J. O’Leary

Dr. Scholl Foundation  
Jack° & Catherine Scholl°
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VIRTUOSO CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$75,000 to $99,999
Robin Angly & Miles Smith
David Q. & Mary H. Bell
Eisen Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Charles K. Huebner
Annie & Gregory K. Jones
OPERA America
The C. G. Pinnell Family
Susan M. Ruder
Ms. Gay K. Stanek
Mary Stowell

MAESTRO CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$50,000 to $74,999
Anonymous Donors (3)
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Atkinson, Jr.
The Beaubien Family
The Brinson Foundation
Henry M. & Gilda R. 

Buchbinder Family
Orit Carpenter
Joya Caryl
The Chicago Community Trust
Sarah Crane
Nancy Dehmlow
Ann M. Drake
James & Deborah Fellowes
Amanda C. Fox
Maurice° & Patricia Frank
Mira Frohnmayer &  

Sandra Sweet
Sue & Melvin Gray
Walter E. Heller Foundation
Martha A. Hesse
The Joyce Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kizziah
Rebecca & Lester Knight
Victoria Mitchell Kohn
Dr. & Mrs. Mark F. Kozloff
Chauncey & Marion D. 

McCormick Family 
Foundation

Martha C. Nussbaum
Polk Bros. Foundation
Betsy & Andy Rosenfield
Sage Foundation
Earl & Brenda Shapiro 

Foundation
Ilene & Michael Shaw 

Charitable Trust
Rose L. Shure &  

Sidney N. Shure
Bill & Orli Staley Foundation
Gene & Jean Stark
Michael Steinberg &  

Salme Harju Steinberg
Thierer Family Foundation
Walter Family Foundation

COMPOSER CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$35,000 to $49,999
Ross° & Patricia D. Bender
Molly & Roman Boed
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Broadie
Greg & Mamie Case
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Cole
Vinay Couto & Lynn Vincent
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Virginia & Gary Gerst
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
Rosalie Loeding°
Frank B. Modruson &  

Lynne C. Shigley
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Oberlander
Segal Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Trapp

ARTIST CIRCLE
BENEFACTOR
$25,000 to $34,999
Anonymous Donors (3)
Ken & Amy Aldridge
Paul & Mary Anderson
Robert & Isabelle Bass 

Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. James N. Bay
Diane & Michael Beemer
C. Bekerman, M.D.
Norman & Virginia Bobins/

The Robert Thomas Bobins 
Foundation

Fred & Phoebe Boelter
Heidi Heutel Bohn
Buehler Family Foundation
Maree Bullock
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Butler
Cellmer/Neal Foundation Fund
Joyce E. Chelberg
Crain-Maling Foundation
Pamela Crutchfield
Marsha Cruzan &  

Tom McGinnis
Michael J. Cushing
Anne Megan Davis
Cate & Jim Denny
Mr. Charles Droege &  

Ms. Julie A. Wroblewski
Drs. George & Sally Dunea
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene F. Fama
Timothy R. Farrell
David & Janet Fox
Elaine S. Frank Fund
Dr. Paul A. Froeschl
Mary Patricia Gannon
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Gidwitz
Ruth Ann M. Gillis &  

Michael J. McGuinnis
Dan & Caroline Grossman
Mary Ellen Hennessy
Sandra Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne J. Holman III

James & Mary Houston
The Jentes Family Foundation
George E. Johnson
Joseph M. Kacena Endowed 

Fund
Stephen A. Kaplan
Mr. & Mrs. Neil T. Kawashima
Stephen Kohl & Mark Tilton
Silvia Beltrametti Krehbiel & 

Jay Krehbiel
Mr. Thomas V. Linguanti &  

Ms. Olivia Tyrrell
Robert & Evelyn McCullen
Blythe Jaski McGarvie
Mr.° & Mrs. Andrew J. McKenna
Susan M. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Todd D. Mitchell
Brendan & Suzanne Mulshine

Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr. Family 
Charitable Trust

Drs. Olufunmilayo & 
Christopher Olopade

Matt & Carrie Parr
Ingrid Peters
Karen Petitte
Dr. Petra & Mr. Randy O. 

Rissman
Hartley Rogers
Erica L. Sandner
Mrs. Robert E. Sargent°
George Sargent
Barbara & Barre Seid 

Foundation
Marsha Serlin & Jerry Sloan
Charles & M.R. Shapiro 

Foundation, Inc.
Richard W. Shepro &  

Lindsay E. Roberts
Kevin & Dana Smith
Cherryl T. Thomas
Virginia Tobiason
Robert L. Turner
Cynthia Vahlkamp &  

Robert Kenyon
Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom°
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Weinberg
Dr. David H. Whitney &  

Dr. Juliana Chyu
Drs. Joan & Russ Zajtchuk
Anne Zenzer &  

Dominick DeLuca

PREMIER PATRON
$15,000 to $24,999
Anonymous Donors (5)
Richard Abram &  

Paul Chandler
John & Ann Amboian
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Applebaum
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Judith Barnard & Michael Fain
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Beata
Mr. & Mrs. Merrill E. Blau
Winston & Lally Brown
Rosemarie & Dean L. Buntrock
Dr. Young Chung Family
Thomas A. Clancy &  

Dana I. Green
Ms. Nancy J. Clawson
Ann Coleman

Lawrence O. Corry
Susan E. Cremin &  

Paul Dykstra
Allan Drebin
Fred L. Drucker &  

Hon. Rhoda Sweeney Drucker
Stephen Dunbar
Donald & Anne Edwards
Erika E. Erich
Film Funds Trust Fund
Lafayette J. Ford
Helyn D. Goldenberg
Mr. Jack Graber
Lee Graber
Maria C. Green &  

Oswald G. Lewis
Carolyn Hallman
Dr. Judith & Mr. Mark C. 

Hibbard
John Holmes & Jenni Sorenson
Joel Horowitz
Ronald B. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. L. D. Jorndt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. King
Dr. M.S.W. Lee
Laurel Appell Lipkin
Louis & Nellie Sieg Fund
Mr. David Marshall &  

Dr. Maija Freimanis
Terry J. Medhurst
Dhun Mehta
Martha A. Mills
Charles Morcom

There are moments in opera 
performances that touch  
and humanize us.

Michael H. and Nancy R.

“
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Linda K. & Dennis M. Myers
Jean McLaren & John Nitschke
Mr. & Mrs. Brian & Tammi O’Dea
Sheila & David Ormesher
Mr. & Mrs. Bruno Pasquinelli
Marian Phelps Pawlick
Sherry McFall &  

Kenneth Porrello
D. Elizabeth Price
Hon. S. Louis Rathje &  

Maria Rosa Costanzo
The Recording Industry’s 

Music Performance Trust 
Fund

John W. & Jeanne M. Rowe
Jane A. Shapiro
Mary Beth Shea
Elizabeth S. Sheppard
The George L. Shields 

Foundation, Inc.
Craig Sirles
Mark Tatro &  

Margarita Chavez-Tatro
Christian Vinyard
Cheryl Walczak
Hilary & Barry Weinstein 

Family Foundation
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood II
Debbie K. Wright
John & Evonne Yonover

DISTINGUISHED PATRON
$10,000 to $14,999
Anonymous Donors (11)
Katherine A. Abelson
Alexander & Alexander, 

Attorneys at Law
Hubert L. Allen & Hau Chyi
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Arras
Mr. & Mrs. Larry A. Barden
Paul & Robert Barker 

Foundation
Robert S. Bartolone
Ron & Queta Bauer
Mr. & Mrs. George Bayly
Mark & Judy Bednar
Mr. & Mrs. D. Theodore 

Berghorst
Mr. & Mrs. Turney P. Berry
Kathleen L. Betterman
Mr. & Mrs. John Jay Borland
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Bowen
John & Rosemary Brown 

Family Foundation
Drs. Walter & Anne-Marie 

Bruyninckx
Joy Buddig
Marie Campbell
Lynd W. Corley
Sam Crews
Mrs. Marcia W. Dam
Dr. & Mrs. Tapas K. Das Gupta
Decyk Charitable Foundation

Shawn M. Donnelley & 
Christopher M. Kelly

Dan Draper
Richard & Ingrid Dubberke
Bernard T. Dunkel
Mr. Paul Earle &  

Ms. Ellen Rudnick
Hon. Frank Easterbrook &  

Mrs. B. Englert Easterbrook
Richard B. Egen
Susanna & Helmut Epp
Dr. & Mrs. James O. Ertle
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 

Etherington
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
The Ferguson-Yntema Family 

Charitable Trust
Kathleen Field Orr
Robert F. Finke
Theresa M. Forsythe
Mr. Steven L. Fradkin
Mr. & Mrs. James V. Franch
Dr. & Mrs. James L. Franklin
Don° & Abby Funk
Carl A. & Fern B. Gaensslen 

Charitable Giving Fund
Ms. Elisabeth O. Geraghty
Mary & Lionel Go
Bruce Gober, M.D.
Judy & Bill Goldberg
Mr. Gerald & Dr. Colette Gordon
Phillip & Norma Gordon
Chester A. Gougis &  

Shelley Ochab
David & Elizabeth Graham
Mrs. Mary Winton Green
James R. Grimes
Daniel Groteke &  

Patricia Taplick
Anders & Donna Gustafsson
Joan M. Hall
Dr. James & Mrs. Susan 

Hannigan
Joan W. Harris
John Hart & Carol Prins
Mr. & Mrs. Julian W. Harvey
Lynn Hauser & Neil Ross
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Helen Brach Foundation
Dr. Nora Jaskowiak &  

Mr. Matthew Hinerfield
Anne P. Hokin
Cynthia & Ron Holmberg
Linda Samuelson &  

Joel Howell
Capt. Bernardo Iorgulescu, 

USMC Memorial Fund
Laurie & Michael Jaffe
Dr. Carolyn & Dr. Paul Jarvis
Jessen Family in Memory 

of Howard E. Jessen & 
Susanne C. Jessen

Sarah & Kip Kelley II

Elizabeth Khalil &  
Peter Belytschko

Mr. & Mrs. LeRoy C. Klemt
Dr. Katherine Knight 
MaryBeth Kretz &  

Robert Baum
Albert & Rita Lacher
Phillip Lehrman
Lemont Fund
Michael A. Leppen
Dr. Zafra Lerman
Bernard & Averill Leviton
Mrs. Paul Lieberman
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Mages
Francine Manilow
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. &  

Sandra E. Marjan
Shari Mayes
Mr. & Mrs. James A. McClung
Judith W. McCue &  

Howard M. McCue III
Erma S. Medgyesy
Drs. Bill & Elaine Moor
Corinne S. Morrissey
Ms. Cherilyn G. Murer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
Phyllis Neiman
John Nigh

Carol “Mickey” Norton
Margo & Michael Oberman & 

Family
Julian Oettinger
Cindy Pan & Eric Easterberg
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Pearlman
The Family of Seymour H. Persky
Harvey R. & Madeleine P. 

Plonsker
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Potter
Rosy & Jose Luis Prado
Andra & Irwin Press
Mrs. Diana Prince
Bonnie Pritchard
Irene D. Pritzker
Mr. & Mrs. William Revelle
Angela Tenta, M.D.
Candy & Gary Ridgway
Burton X. & Sheli Rosenberg
George & Terry Rose Saunders

Curt G. Schmitt
Alan Schriesheim &  

Kay Torshen
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. L. Senior
Surendra & Dorothie Shah
Mr. & Mrs. Alejandro Silva
Adele Simmons
Larry G. Simpson
The Siragusa Family Foundation
Patricia Arrington Smythe
Joan M. Solbeck
The Solti Foundation U.S.
Carol Sonnenschein Sadow
Jim Stirling
Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Stonebraker
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Struthers
Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Tatar
Mr. O. Thomas Thomas &  

Mrs. Sandra Inara Thomas
Ms. Carla M. Thorpe
Mr. Michael Tobin, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Turner
Mrs. Henry Underwood
Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Van Nice
Scott D. Vandermyde
David J. Varnerin
Albert R. Walavich

Dan & Patty Walsh
Alan & Harriet Weinstein
Kim & Miles D. White
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson
Marsha & David Woodhouse
Priscilla T. Yu

PATRON
$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous Donors (10)
Mr. & Mrs. William Adams IV
Mr. Gerald Adelman
Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Allie
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Arensman
Norma Armon
Richard & Harriet Arons
Susan & Bob Arthur
Peter & Lucy Ascoli Family Fund
Margaret Atherton &  

Robert Schwarz

Lyric is one of the crown jewels of 
Chicago. Having a world-class opera 
helps make us a world-class city, and  
I enjoy being part of something that 
does that.
Eitan A.	

“
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Ms. & Mr. Rana & Albert Baladi
Patrick J. Bitterman
Mr. & Mrs. James Bramsen
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Bulley, III
Raymond Capitanini
Chapters’ Executive Board
Mrs. Warren M. Choos
Heinke K. Clark
Dr. Walter S. Melion &  

Dr. John M. Clum
Mr. & Ms. Douglas Cohen
Jane B. Colman
Francesca Cornelli &  

Stuart Bradley
Laura Cox
The Cozad Family
Gerry & Randee Curciarello
The Dancing Skies Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Avrum H. Dannen
Harry & Marianne Dennis
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony 

DiGianfilippo
John Edelman & Suzanne Krohn
Miss Gay Elfline
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Erwin

Anita D. Flournoy
Adrian Foster
Judy Friedman
Ms. Lili Gaubin
Gerald & Michal Ginsburg
Gay L. Girolami
Mr. & Mrs. Stanford Goldblatt
Peter Gotsch
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gray
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gray
Greene Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Heinz Grob
Glen & Claire Hackmann
The Blanny A. Hagenah  

Family Fund
Mrs. John M. Hartigan
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Herbst
Kimberlee S. Herold
Hinsdale Chapter
Mrs. Richard S. Holson, Jr.
Michael & Leigh Huston
Ronald & Bett Jacquart
Regina Janes

Mary Ann Karris
Judith L. Kaufman
Nancy Rita Kaz
Marian Kinney
Ms. Sheila Kirscher &  

Mr. John Kirscher
Thomas A. Kmetko &  

Rafael Leon
Dr. & Mrs. Sung-Tao Ko
Eldon & Patricia Kreider
Dr. & Mrs. Ken N. Kuo
Jeanne LaDuke
Lake Geneva Chapter
Mr. Craig Lancaster &  

Ms. Charlene T. Handler
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lans
Jeffrey & Elise Lennard
Anne & Craig Linn
Knox & Gabrielle Long
Dorette Luke
Jennifer Malpass
Laura & Craig Martin
Mr. Donald Maves
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
Gerard & Kathleen Maynard
John & Etta McKenna

Sheila Medvin
Bill Melamed &  

Jamey Lundblad
Lois Melvoin
Ms. Britt M. Miller
David E. Miller
Mary Lou & Jack Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Milliken
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Moore
Drs. Robert & Marsha Mrtek
Rosemary Murgas Charitable 

Living Trust
Near North Chapter
David J. & Dolores D. Nelson
Zehava L. Noah
Renate P. Norum
Mr. & Mrs. James J. O’Connor
Pat & Lara Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Patterson
Jean Perkins & Leland 

Hutchinson
Mr. Jeffry Pickus &  

Ms. Mary C. Downie
Jim & Polly Pierce

Pritzker Pucker Family 
Foundation

Jennifer N. Pritzker
Dennis C. Regan
Charles & Marilynn Rivkin
Carol Roberts
Mrs. Ronald A. Rolighed
Ms. Mary Rundell
Norman Sackar
Ms. Inez Saunders
Karla Scherer
Peter Scheuermann
Judy & David Schiffman
Ilene Simmons
Dr. & Mrs. R. John Solaro
Ardath & Connie Solsrud
James A. Staples
Mr. Edwin Stebbins &  

Mr. Richard Stebbins
Dusan Stefoski & Craig Savage
Doris F. Sternberg
Ralph & Sally Stoll
Roger & Susan Stone Family 

Foundation/Jennifer Stone
Jennifer L. Stone
Michael & Damona Strautmanis
MinSook Suh
Andrea & Mark Taylor
L. Kristofer Thomsen
Mrs. Theodore D. Tieken
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Toft
Ksenia A. & Peter Turula
Aris Urbanes & Bill Hulsker
Frances & Peter Vandervoort
Raita Vilnins
Matthew Wald
Gary T. Walther
Benjamin Wasmuth
Pam & David Waud
Dr. Catherine L. Webb
Marilee° & Richard Wehman
Michael Welsh &  

Linda Brummer
Floyd° & Judith W. Whellan
Howard S. White
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Williams
Stephen R. Winters
Mark & Randi Woodworth
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Woolever
Mr. Richard Wren
Owen & Linda Youngman

PARTNER
$4,000 to $4,999
Anonymous Donors (2)
Ms. Jane Ambler
Sandra M. Bass
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew K. Block
John Blosser
Dr. Peter & Beverly Ann Conroy
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Denison
Stephen & Rosamund Forrest
John Anthony Gable &  

Zoe Quan

Dr. Ruth Grant &  
Dr. Howard Schwartz

Ms. Diana Guarin
Stephen D. Holmes
Marc & Franziska Lacher
Stavros Maltezos
Mrs. John H. McDermott
Dr. Joe Piszczor
Mrs. Elke Rehbock
Saul & Sarah Rosen
Dr. Itai Seggev &  

Dr. Dara Goldman°
Sherie Coren Shapiro
Bill & Harlan Shropshire
Ross A. Slotten & Ted Grady
Oscar Tatosian, Jr.
Gayle & Glenn R. Tilles
Phil & Paula Turner
Suzanne L. Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. Brien Wloch
Sarah R. Wolff &  

Joel L. Handelman

DEVOTEE
$3,000 to $3,999
Anonymous Donors (6)
Louise Abrahams
Peri M. Altan
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Baldwin
Barbara Barzansky
Bastian Voice Institute
Ms. Bernice Bigelow
Ms. Sheila Burke
Mr. Henry Clark &  

Mrs. Elizabeth Simon
Elaine Collina
Ms. Elaine Cue
Robert Curley
Hon. Barbara Flynn Currie
Rathin Datta
Ms. Sarah Demet
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Diamond
Bernard J. & Sally Dobroski
Susan Duehl
Cherelynn A. Elliott
Deane Ellis
Thomas & Jean Evans
Suja Finnerty
Marvin Fletcher
Ms. Irene M. Fox
Arthur L. Frank
Gary & Denise Gardner
Patricia H. Gates
Nancy S. Gerrie
Motoko Goto
Annemarie H. Gramm
Mary E. Hallman
Mr. & Mrs. M. Hill Hammock
Dr. & Mrs. David Jerome Hayden
Mrs. O. J. Heestand, Jr.
Dr. Allen W. Heinemann &  

Dr. William Borden
Humanist Fund
John G. & Betty C. Jacobs

The magnificent fire curtain will rise 
yet again on the passionate singing, 
spectacular sets, and world-class 
Orchestra of Lyric Opera of Chicago. 
Nancy C.

“
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Ms. Marian Klaus
Tod Kovara
Erica Kuhlmann
Lannan Foundation
Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Bob & Doretta Marwin
Marilyn McCoy &  

Charles R. Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory L. Melchor
Pamela G. Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Craig R. Milkint
John H. Nelson
Carol M. Nigro
Jonathan F. Orser
Sandra & Michael Perlow
Karen & Richard Pigott
Mary & Joseph Plauche
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Pohl
Mr. Tim Pontarelli
Edward & Leah Reicin
Riverside Chapter
Chatka & Anthony Ruggiero
Dr. Cynthia J. Sanders
Dr. Phyllis W. Shafron &  

Mr. Ethan Lathan
Mrs. Charles Shea
Ms. Fay Shong &  

Mr. Tracy Mehr
Tracy Singer
Geoffrey Smith &  

Catherine Stewart
Ms. Catherine E. Stewart
Pam & Russ Strobel
Walter & Caroline Sueske 

Charitable Trust
Geraldine L. Szymanski
Mr. Charles Todd &  

Mr. Mario Cervantes
Marisela Varela, MD
Kathryn Voland-Mann & 

Robert Mann
Louis Weber
G. Marc & Tracy S. Whitehead
Claudia Winkler
F. C. Winters

ADVOCATE
$2,000 to $2,999
Anonymous Donors (4)
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Aaron
Andrew Abbott &  

Susan Schlough
Duncan Alexander & Kit Keane
Mrs. Judy Allen
Ms. Mary C. Allen
Evelyn Alter
Ms. Joanne B. Alter
Ms. Jill Althage
Patricia Ames
Ms. Maribeth Babler
William & Marjorie Bardeen
Barrington & Northwest 

Suburban Chapter
Jennifer Baryl

Elizabeth Beck
Daniel J. Bender
Mrs. Arthur Billings
Mrs. John R. Blair
Ann Blickensderfer
Ms. Virginia Boehme
Dr. H. Constance Bonbrest
Laurence & Patricia Booth
Mrs. Fred Bosselman
Richard Boyum & Louie Chua
Giovanna & Joseph Breu
Daniel A. & Leona B. Bronstein
Ms. Kathryn Y. Brown
Mrs. Carol Brusslan
Susan Burkhardt
Meghan & Dan Burns
Ms. Pamela A. Cabeen
Christopher Carlo &  

Robert Chaney
James W. Chamberlain
Sei Ok Oh Chung
Jean M. Cocozza
Mrs. Christina Collins
Stevie Conlon & Sue Skau
Gary Crosby
Marilyn & Terry Diamond
Kathy Dunn
Hugh & Jackie Edfors
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Elden
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Evanich
Jim & Elizabeth Fanuzzi
Susan Farrell Stock
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Faulhaber
Mr. William R. Fenner
Penny Friedman
Firestone Family Foundation
Franklin Philanthropic 

Foundation
Dr. Lucy Freund
Gaylord & William Gieseke
Mr. & Mrs. John Ginascol
Glencoe-Wilmette Chapter
Cai Glushak & Martin DiCrisci
Barbara & Norman Gold
Alfred G. Goldstein
Dr. Deirdre Dupre &  

Dr. Robert Golub
Jerry Goodman
Dr. Steven A. Gould
Solomon Gutstein
Clay & Claire Hardon
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Heidenry
Robert & Raynelle Heidrick
Dr. & Mrs. Charles W. High
Ms. Elizabeth Hoffman
Jackie & James Holland
Mr. Thomas Hudak
Robert & Sandra Ireland
Hiromi Ishikawa
Merle L. Jacob
Jerry & Judy Johansen
Mr. & Mrs. John Arthur 

Johnson
Dr. Sara Junya

Drs. Perry & Elena Kamel
Wayne S. & Lenore M. Kaplan
Larry M. Keer, M.D.
Dr. Joon Kim MD
Mr. & Mrs. Joe King
Diana & Neil King
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. King
Frank & Alice Kleinman
Mary Klyasheff
James K. Genden° &  

Alma Koppedraijer
Richard Kron &  

Deborah Bekken
Thomas P. Kuczwara
Markian J. Kuzycz, MD
Peter N. Lagges, Jr.

Ms. Nataskia S. Lampe
Howard & Carolyn Sue Landon
Frederic S. Lane
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Leff
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Leopold
Barry Lesht & Kay Schichtel
Lloyd R. Loback
Craig & Jane Love
Ms. Kurtice C. Luther
William Mason & Diana Davis
Ann & Philip May
James McClain
William & Jeanine McCole
Thomas J. McCormick
Martina M. Mead &  

Michael T. Gorey
Claretta Meier
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Mills
Robert & Lois Moeller
Charles Moore
Robert Moriarty
Ms. Mary Nair
Nancy A. Nichols
Gayla & Ed Nieminen
Janis Wellin Notz &  

John K. Notz, Jr.
Marjory M. Oliker
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Olson
Irmgard & Keith Olson
Jeff O’Neill

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce L. Ottley
Luis A. Pagan-Carlo, M.D.
Joan L. Pantisios
George R. Paterson &  

Allen J. Frantzen
Bohdan Pauk &  

Donald Carnahan
Mr. & Mrs. John Pepe
Norman & Lorraine Perman
Shirley Pfenning &  

Robert J. Wilczek
Lyneta Grap Piela
Mrs. Carol Pollock
Mr. David Quell
Susan Rabe
Dr. & Mrs. Don Randel

John Reppy
Alicia & Myron Resnick
Ms. Enid Rieser
Mary Raffetto-Robins
Maggie Rock & Rod Adams
Dr. Marsha & Dr. Robert Rosner
Susan B. Rubnitz
Sharon Salveter &  

Stephan Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. Sawyier
Mary T. Schafer
Daphne Schneider
Susan H. Schwartz
Thomas & Judy Scorza
Jim & Joan Sears
Nancy Silberman
The Sondheimer Family 

Charitable Foundation
Carol D. Stein & James Sterling
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Straus
Anne Taft
James Talano
Carl & Marilynn Thoma
Mr. & Mrs. Harold B. Tobin
Joanne Tremulis
Dulcie L. Truitt
Mr. & Mrs. Michael I. Vender
James Verraster
Todd & Cari Vieregg
Stephen & Karen Walton
Tamra & Jack Weiss

Opera makes me feel connected to 
human history—all of the emotions and 
experiences and wonder of our creative 
existence, refined and expressed over 
millennia. 
Thomas G.

“
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Caroline C. Wheeler
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence W. Wick
Mr. Lee Wille
Chip & Jean Wood
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Yowell
Francesca Zambello

AFICIONADO
$1,000 to $1,999
Anonymous (17)
Karen & Herand Abcarian
Mr. & Mrs. Sherwin D. Abrams
Ann Acker
Kathleen & Bruce Adamec
Mr. David R. Adler
Judith A. Akers
Giustino Albanese
Robert Albert
Ginny Alberts-Johnson &  

Lance Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. Carl H. Albright
Mr. Charles Alcaraz &  

Dr. Liana Tremmel
Carnot & Luceile Allen 

Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald F. Altman

Sheila & James Amend
David Anderson
Charles & Mary Anderson
Doris W. Angell
Dr. Michael Angell
Dr. Edward Applebaum &  

Dr. Eva Redel
Drs. Vijayalakshmi & Bapu 

Arekapudi
Angela Arnott
Shirley M. Ballak
Mr. Stan Balog
Patrick & Mariterese Balthrop
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Banks
Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Barack
Shirley Baron
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Barrett
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Baum
Patricia Bayerlein &  

Michael Hoffman
Priscilla & Anthony Beadell
W.C. Beatty
Mr. & Ms. Beck
Judith B. Thomas
Martha Bell
Roy C. Bergstrom
Dr. Leonard & Phyllis Berlin

Kyle & Marge Bevers
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Bible
Jerry & Kathy Biederman
Mr. & Mrs. John Bienko
Richard Blackwell &  

Linda Christianson
Georgia Blalock
Elaine & Harold Blatt
Dr. Debra Zahay Blatz
Elizabeth & David Blinderman
Mr. & Mrs. Albert H. Bloom
E. M. Bluhm
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Blumen
D. Jeffrey & Joan H. Blumenthal
John & Claudia Boatright
Neil Bogue
Terence & Mary Jeanne Bolger
Robert & Anne Bolz  

Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. David Bomier
Mr. & Mrs. Thaddeus M. Bond, Sr.
Anastasia Boucouras
Donald F. Bouseman
Michael Bradie
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Brandfonbrener
Christopher J. Brathwaite
Mr. & Mrs. Edward H. Bruske III

Warren & Patricia Buckler
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald P. Budzik
Howard & Moira Buhse
Mr. Jack Buoscio
George J. Burrows
Philip Charles Burton
Ms. Bonnie Bush
Robert J. Callahan
Mrs. Jane Calvin
Cathleen Cameron
William Cape
William & Gina Carithers
Walter & Nancy Carlson
Stephen H. Carr &  

Virginia McMillan Carr
Mr. Rowland W. Chang
Mrs. Beatrice Chapman
Mr. Donald Clark
Ms. Betty L. Cleeland
Chris Clifton
Margery & Robert Coen
Dr. Edward A. Cole &  

Dr. Christine A. Rydel
Maryclaire Collins
Dr. Frank F. Conlon
Katherine Hutter Coyner
Stuart Creason

Ms. Patricia S. Crise
David Curry
Czarkowski Family
Silvija & John Danielson
Ms. Janet Dauparas &  

Mr. Tomas Palubinskas
Sally Davidson
Marietta Dean-Weston
Patty Litton Delony
Jon W. DeMoss
Mr. & Mrs. John DeWolf
Rosanne Diamond
Mr. & Mrs. Roger F. Dickinson
Sara Dix
Ms. Louise Dixon
Mariclaire & Lowell Dixon
Ruth & Joseph Doninger
Mr. & Mrs. Ramsey B. Donnell
Mr. & Ms. Thomas Donnelley
Maureen Dooley
Ms. Jill Dougherty
Tom Draski
Susan Duda
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott E. Dudnik
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Durkes
Frank & Faith Dusek
Ms. Roma Dybalski
Kimberly A. Eberlein
Barbara & John Eckel°
Jon Ekdahl & Marcia Opp
Paula Elliott
Bob Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Ellis
Paul Epner & Janet Gans Epner
Roberta Evans
Carter & Lucia Findley
Susan & Larry Yellen
Marilyn E. Fites
James Fitzgerald
Ms. Karen E. Flanagan
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Flint
R. Michael Flores, MD &  

Prof. Alan Grigg
Nona C. Flores
Paul Fong
Ms. Ashley L. Ford
Mr. Lance Fortnow
Eloise C. Foster
Penny & John Freund
Raymond A. Frick, Jr.
Priscilla & Henry Frisch
Mr. & Mrs. Dale J. Garber
Stephen & Elizabeth Geer
Carolyn & Stephen Geldermann
Generations Fund
William Georgis
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Gepson
Gregory Geuther
Hugh & Doris Gilbert
Mrs. Patricia Gill
Cindy Gilmore
David L. Gitomer
Dr. Paul B. Glickman
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Golden
Amy & Michael Gordon
Mr. Andrew Gore
Enid Goubeaux
Mr. & Mrs. Delmon Grapes
Ginger Griffin

Ms. Julie Griffin
John R. Grimes
Matthias Grosse Perdekamp
Robert Grover
Carl Halperin
Charles Hample & Frances Bly
Mr. Larry Hanes
Dean P. Hansen
Michael G. Hansen &  

Nancy E. Randa
Sue Hanson
Charles Hanusin
Marilyn Harder
Paula Harshaw
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Hartigan
Daggett Harvey
Adam Hecktman
James & Anne Heger
Sheila Ann Hegy
Ross & Andrea Heim
Robert Heitsch
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Herzog
Thomas W. & Helen C. Hill
Edward C. Hirschland
Marion Hoffman
Mr. Joseph Hogan
Jim & Wanda Hollensteiner
Ms. Janice L. Honigberg &  

Mr. John A. Hedges
Larry & Ann Hossack
Mr. & Mrs. R. Thomas Howell, Jr.
Dr. Wei Hsueh
Mr. & Ms. Gary Huff
William & Sarah Hufford
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Huizenga
Adrienne Jackiw
Charlene Jacobsen
Kirk, Cheryl & Hannah Jaglinski
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. James
Ms. Cynthia J. Jameson
Judy Hughes Janowiak
Norman Jeddeloh
Don & Susan Jeffers
Kim Jensen & Tom Elsen
Annette Johnson
Maryl R. Johnson, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Johnston
Dr. Peter H. Jones &  

Marian M. Pearcy
Michael Kalata
Marianne E. Kalinke
Anita J. Kallman
Nancy Katz
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kearney
Mr. Peter Keehn
Patricia Kersey & Charles 

Erlichman
Mr. Basil Kezios &  

Ms. Carole L. Heiman-Kezios
Carolyn & Gordon Kirk
Diane F. Klotnia
Emily & Christopher Knight
Emil J. & Marie D. Kochton 

Foundation
Roger & Diane Koenker
Edward & Adrienne Kolb
William Konczyk & Stanley Conlon
Mr. Gary Koppelberger
John Koski

Lyric is where we learned to love opera 
for the past 25 years and holds a special 
place for us, and we want to ensure the 
quality of the art form perseveres.
Lance and Marcy F.

“
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Due to space limitations, we are unable to list all of the generous donors who support Lyric Opera of Chicago.  
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to each and every one who enable us to fulfill our mission. 
This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by December 31, 2022.

Ms. Constance A. Kozikowski
Stephen Kraft
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Krainer
Mr. & Mrs. Jordan Krugel
George Kuebler
Dr. Axel Kunzmann &  

Mr. Bruce J. Nelson
Mr. Arthur Ladenburger
Laimonis & Kristina Laimins
Elisabeth M. Landes
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Langrehr
David Larsen
Harold & Neysa Laughlin
Laurie Lawton
Mr. & Mrs. Young I. Lee
Eileen Leiderman & Ben L. 

Brener
Laurence Leive
Dominique Leonardi
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Letarte
Mrs. Nancy Levi
David Levinson & Kathy Kirn
Michael & Debra Liccar
Dr. Judith Lichtenstein
Mr. James Liechty
Katherine Lin
Al & Patricia Linnerud
Lawrence Lipking
Caroline P. Lippert
Melvin R. Loeb
Sherry & Mel Lopata
Wayne R. Lueders
Lutz Family Foundation
Gary MacDougal
Mrs. Diane L. Macewicz
Edward Mack
Jeffrey & Paula Malak
Cantor Andrea Rae Markowicz
Mr. & Mrs. Miles Marsh
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Martin
Anna Mattson
Dr. & Mrs. John E. Mazuski
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey S. McCreary
Marie Mckellar
Maryjanet McNamara
Mr. & Mrs. Leland V. Meader
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Mesrobian
Barb & Bob Meyer
Ms. Nancy Meyerson
Mr. Joseph Michalak
Michuda Construction, Inc.
Barry & Sharon Millman
Vee Minarich
Mr. & Mrs. David Mintzer
Lee & Barbara Mitchell
William Mondi
Toni-Marie Montgomery DMA
Steven Montner & Scott Brown
Mark Moore
Noel & Michele Moore
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Moore IV
Lloyd Morgan
John A. Morrison
John S. Mrowiec &  

Dr. Karen L. Granda
J. Thomas Mullen
Mary Anne Lynskey &  

John F. Mullins
Dr. John S. & Nan D. Munn
Chris & Eileen Murphy

Mr. George Murphy
Thomas Myles
Dr. Belverd Needles &  

Dr. Marian Powers
Dr. Gilberto S. Neri Jr, MD
Lenz & Eva Neuhauser
Elaine T. Newquist
Jeffrey Nichols
Eleanor A. Nicholson
Robert Nichlson
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Nocchiero
Jim & Gladys Nutt
Penny J. Obenshain
Gail O’Gorman
Mr. Michael K. Oman
Mrs. Virginia A. O’Neill
Ms. Alexandra Oprescu
Ms. Leslie Osterberg &  

Mr. Lawrence Osterberg
Gerald L. Padbury
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Paddock
Mr. John G. Palfrey &  

Mrs. Catherine A. Carter
Katherine Pappas
Edmond Parker
Bruce & Nancy Payne
Lorna & Ellard Pfaelzer
William & Meg Phelan
Ms. Constance Philipps
Joseph & Golnar Phillips
John J. W. Plampin
Peter Polak
Mrs. Charlene Posner &  

Mr. Richard Posner
Matous Ptacek
Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains
Dorothy V. Ramm
Jeffrey Rappin & Penny Brown
Dr. & Mrs. Pradeep Rattan
Cheryl Rayner
Ross & Mary Read
Mr. Daniel Real
Roseanne Zank Rega
James T. & Karen C. Reid
Jerry & Carole Ringer
Elizabeth Rochford
Gabriel & Beth Rodriguez
Anita Rogers
Matthew Roob
Dr. & Mrs. Kris & Trisha  

Rooney Alden
Mr. Samuel Rosenberg &  

Dr. Karen Altay
Dr. & Mrs. Ricardo Rosenkranz
Babette Rosenthal
Lorelei Rosenthal
Drs. Ronald & Linda Rosenthal
Mrs. & Mr. Kay C. Rossiter
Maija Rothenberg
Drs. Cynthia & Gary Ruoff
Eugene W. Rzym
Dr. & Mrs. Hans Sachse
John Sagos

Richard H. Sanders
Ms. Judith A. Sandstrom &  

Mr. Peter Kohn
Robert & Mary Ann Savard
Patricia Schaefer
Eric & Margaret Scheyer
Mrs. Rosita M. Schloss
Nancy Schmitt
Rita Schnell
The Schroeder Foundation
Michelle H. Schultz MD
Edward and Irma Schwartz, 

Michael Schwartz, Lisa 
Schwartz, David Schwartz & 
Marcy Miller

Julie Schwertfeger &  
Alexander Zajczenko

Mr. John Beldon Scott &  
Ms. Katherine H. Tachau

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Scully
Valentine & Blagovesta Seng
David Shapiro
Myron & Beverly Shapiro
David Shayne
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Shea
Kate Sheehan
Thomas & Pamela Sheffield
Ms. Shannon Shin
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Shoenberger
Carolyn M. Short
Cherie Shreck
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth I. Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. Frank M. Sims
Margles Singleton
Arthur B. Smith, Jr. &  

Tracey L. Truesdale
Barbara Smith &  

Timothy Burroughs
Melissa & Chuck Smith
Louise K. Smith
Sunghee Sohn
S. & Anda Sokalski
Larry & Marge Sondler
Dr. & Mrs. Hugo Sonnenschein
Mr. & Mrs. O. J. Sopranos
Carole & Bob Sorensen
Ron Bauer & Michael Spencer
Spertus Family Fund
Dr. & Mrs. Eric M. Spratford
Ms. Julie Staley
Tessa Stark
Robert & Sandra Stein
Scott G. & Beth F.J. Stephenson
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Sterkin
Mr. Albert Stipes
Mr. Lawrence Stone
Lorna P. Straus

Charles Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Tarcov
Mr. Charles A. Tausche
Susan C Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Taylor
John & Catherine Terdich
Cheryl L. Thaxton
Linda & Ronald Thisted
William Novshek &  

Lynda Thoman
Andrew J. Thomas, M.D.
Myron & Karen Hletko Tiersky
Diane Tkach & James Freundt
Ms. Janis Tomecek
Mr. James W. Tucker
Mr. & Mrs. R. P. Turcotte
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Tyner

Eric Vaang
Manuel S. Valderrama
Mr. Peter Vale
Dr. & Mrs. Jay Van Cura
Marlene A. Van Skike
A & T Vavasis Philanthropic Fund
Henrietta Vepstas
John N. Vinci
Ms. Lidia B. Vitello
Mrs. Barbara Vlack
Robert & Camille Von Dreele
Ms. Lucinda Wakeman
Douglas & Priscilla Walter
Louella Ward
Richard & Barbara Waxman
Audrey Weaver
Mr. & Mrs. James Wees
Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Wehrle
Richard & Karen Weiland
Susan & Arvin Weindruch
Mr. Glen Weisberg
George R. Honig, M.D. &  

Olga Weiss
Elizabeth Welsh
Mr. & Mrs. Melville W. Wendell
Peter J. Wender
Dr. & Mrs. Dennis K. Wentz
Dr. & Mrs. Robert D. Wertz
Patricia H. & William H. Wheeler
Margaret & Brian White
James L. Wilson & Pamela D. Toler
Charles B. Wolf
Ted & Peggy Wolff
Christopher & Julie Wood
Kathleen Arthur & Stephen Wood
Mr. Charles Yoder
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak &  

James C. Kemmerer
Michael & Judy Zeddies

°Deceased

Opera is joy, and we are so fortunate to 
have Lyric to provide it!
Sherie S. 

“
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Commemorative gifts

Gifts of $1,000 and above contributed in the name of a friend,  
loved one, or colleague are a unique expression of thoughtfulness.

IN MEMORY OF
Barbara & Michael Albanese 

from Giustino Albanese & 
Phat Le 

Dorothy Avedisian	  
from Meghan & Dan Burns

John R. Blair 
from Mrs. John R. Blair

Mehroo Bhote & Maureen 
Glassberg 
from Evelyn Alter

Mary C. Campagnolo  
from Peter & Jackie 
Campagnolo 

David Carpenter 
from Sylvia Neil & Daniel 
Fischel 

Professor James D. Compton 
from an Anonymous Donor 

Jim Genden 
from Suzanne L. Wagner

Chris Goodman  
from Matthew Roob 

Deborah S. Hare 
from Jennifer Baryl, Julie 
Griffin & Greg Meadors, 
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel, 
Nancy Searle

Thomas W. Hill 
from Helen C. Hill

Howard E. Jessen & 
Susanne C. Jessen 

from the Jessen Family

Rowena Kelley 
from Laura Cox, Clay & 
Claire Hardon

William Laird Kleine-Ahlbrandt 
from Sheila Ann Hegy

Audrey Klotnia  
from Diane F. Klotnia 

Ardis Krainik 
from Elizabeth Welsh

Florence McMillan 
from Patrick & Mariterese 
Balthrop, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew K.   
Block, Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh 

Ryan, Lisbeth Stiffel, Karen Z.  
Gray-Krehbiel & John H. 
Krehbiel, Jr., The Crown Family

Hugo Melvoin 
from Lois Melvoin 

Bobby Nicholson  
from David Liechty 

Sarah & Peer Pedersen 
from Mr. & Mrs. James 
Bramsen

Bella Perlman 
from an Anonymous Donor

Kenneth Pigott 
from Mariclaire & Lowell 
Dixon

Joan L. Richards 
from Craig Sirles

Gianna Rolandi 
from William Brock, Howard 
L. Gottlieb & Barbara G. Greis, 
The Richard P. & Susan 
Kiphart Family 

Ronald Rolighed 
from Mrs. Ronald A. Rolighed

Devin Shafron 
from Dr. Phyllis W. Shafron &  
Mr. Ethan Lathan

Deborah Sobol 
from Mr. Rowland W. Chang

Violet Staley 
from the Henry M. Staley 
Charitable Trust

Ellen Foster Stirling 
from Lisbeth Stiffel, 
Nancy Searle

Edward & Constance Wachs 
from Kenneth & Marcia Dam

Joseph & Elizabeth Walczak 
from Cheryl Walczak

Nancy Wald 
from the Humanist Fund

Dr. Alan J. Ward, PhD, ABPP 
from Louella Krueger Ward 

Sarita Warshawsky 

Edward T. Zasadil 
from Larry G. Simpson 

IN HONOR OF
Julie & Roger Baskes  

from Peter J. Wender 

Evelyn Crews 
from Sam Crews

Angela DeStefano 
from Anne P. Hokin

Stephen Dunbar 
from Thomas M. Cleary 

Renée Fleming 
from Patrick G. & Shirley  
Welsh Ryan

Anthony Freud 
from Robin Angly & Miles 
Smith, Francesca Zambello

Gael Neeson 
from Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gray

Mary Galvin 
from Mr. & Mrs. James G. Ellis

Marion Cameron-Gray & 
Doug Gray 

from an anonymous donor, 
Susan & Bob Arthur, Donna 
Van Eekeren, Lee & Barbara 
Mitchell, Blythe Jaski 
McGarvie, Mr. & Mrs. Miles 
Marsh, Robert Moriarty, Sylvia 
Neil & Daniel Fischel, Alan 
Schriesheim, Kay Torshen

Karen Gray-Krehbiel 
from Norman & Virginia 
Bobins/The Robert Thomas 
Bobins Foundation, Dr. Kris 
& Mrs. Trisha Rooney Alden,  
Mrs. James N. Bay

Caroline Huebner 
from Don & Abby Funk, 
Margaret & Brian White,  
Mrs. James N. Bay

Caroline & Charlie Huebner 
from Mr. & Mrs. John 
Ginascol

Elizabeth Hurley, Deborah
Hare, & Lawrence DePilar  

from Barbara Gold 

Lori Ann Komisar & 
Morris Silverman  

from Barbara Gold

Allan & Elaine Muchin 
from Richard & Barbara 
Waxman

Sylvia Neil 
from Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. 
Weinberg

Sue Niemi 
from Elaine & Harold Blatt

Greg O’Leary & Pat Kenney 
from Suzanne L. Wagner

Jane Pigott 
from an Anonymous Donor

Shirley & Patrick Ryan 
from Brendan & Suzanne 
Mulshine, Robert & Penelope 
Steiner

Terry & Philip San Filippo  
from Judith B. Thomas 

Nancy Santi
from the Helen Brach 

Foundation

Mary Selander 
from Don & Abby Funk

Jon Siner 
from Mr. & Mrs. Edward  
S. Mills

Meaghan Stainback 
from John Edelman &  
Suzanne Krohn 

Liz Stiffel 
from Mrs. James N. Bay and

	 Mr. & Mrs. Charles K. 
Huebner”

Marilee Wehman 
from Patrick G. & Shirley  
Welsh Ryan

Joan Weiss 
from Mr. & Ms. Thomas 
Donnelley

Women’s Board Members’ 
Birthdays 
from Mr. & Mrs. Scott Santi

This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by December 31, 2022.
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Artistic roster

SOPRANOS
Melody Betts
Teresa Castillo
Renée Fleming 
Alaysha Fox
Marya Grandy
Debbie Gravitte 
Kathryn Henry
Kathryn Lewek
Alexandra LoBianco
Cecilia Violetta López
Emily Pulley
Lindsey Reynolds
Golda Schultz
Alexandria Shiner
Heidi Stober
Denis Vélez
Rachel Willis-Sørensen
Tamara Wilson

MEZZO-SOPRANOS
Katherine Beck
Austen Danielle Bohmer 
J’Nai Bridges
Kayleigh Decker
Katherine DeYoung
Hannah Fernandes
Jill Grove
Samantha Hankey
Joy Hermalyn
Maya Jacobson 
Madison Kauffman
Rebecca Keeshin
Omi Lichtenstein 
Lauren Marcus 
Clémentine Margaine
Catherine Martin
Sarah Mesko
Zoie Reams
Liliana Renteria
Stephanie Sanchez
Estella McCarthy Schultz

COUNTERTENORS
John Holiday
Randall Scotting

TENORS
Christopher Bozeka 
Lawrence Brownlee

Ryan Capozzo
Charles Castronovo
Dominick Chenes
Terrence Chin-Loy
Martin Luther Clark
Joshua Guerrero
Lunga Eric Hallam
Adam Kaplan
Ruchir Khazanchi
Sam Linda
Alejandro Luévanos
Will Mobley
Michael Nigro 
Tommy Novak
Drew Redington 
Issachah Savage
Richard Trey Smagur
Russell Thomas
Matthew Vickers

BARITONES
David Benoit
Ian Paul Custer
Norman Garrett
Rod Gilfry
Igor Golovatenko
Gordon Hawkins
Joshua Hopkins
Mark David Kaplan
Quinn Kelsey
Michael Kingston
Andrei Kymach
Will Liverman
Lucia Lucas 
Andrew Manea
Laureano Quant
Ian Rucker
Daniel Scofield
Steven Skybell 
Alfred Walker

BASS-BARITONES
Hidenori Inoue
Nicholas Newton
Christian Van Horn

BASSES
Matthew Anchel
Dmitriy Belosselskiy
Peixin Chen

Ron Dukes
Soloman Howard
Mirco Palazzi
Wm. Clay Thompson

SPEAKING ROLES
William Brown
Michael Kingston
Bill McGough
Jeff Parker

SOLO DANCERS
Chase Buntrock 
Carl Ponce Cubero
Shane Dickson
Derek Ege
Michael Fernandez
Zachary Gonder
Vernon Gooden
Marcus Hardy
Kara Hunsinger
Noelle Kayser
Christopher Kelley
Drew Lewis
Brian Josiah Martinez
Michael Francis McBride
Morgan Reed McDaniel
Alex Meeth
Tyler Okunski
Jude M. Perry-Evans
Amanda Sachs
Oz Shoshan
Mateus Sobral Barbosa da Silva
James Monroe Stevko
Taylor Yocum

CONDUCTORS
Kazem Abdullah
Kedrick Armstrong
Sir Andrew Davis 
Kimberly Grigsby
Enrique Mazzola
Henrik Nánási

DIRECTORS
Eric Einhorn 
Richard Jones
Barrie Kosky
Marie Lambert-Le Bihan
Rajendra Ramoon Maharaj

David McVicar
Louisa Muller
Yuval Sharon
Bartlett Sher
Kathleen Smith Belcher
Axel Weidauer

ASSOCIATE  
DIRECTORS
Alexander Gedeon
Esteban Muñoz

CHORUS MASTER
Michael Black

CHILDREN’S CHORUS 
MASTER
Josephine Lee

CHOREOGRAPHERS
Rena Butler 
Linda Dobell
Andrew George  
Silvano Marraffa 
Stephanie Martinez
Otto Pichler
August Tye

ASSOCIATE 
CHOREOGRAPHER
Adam McGaw 

BALLET MISTRESS
August Tye

FIGHT 
CHOREOGRAPHERS
Chuck Coyl
Nicholas Sandys

The American Guild of Musical 
Artists, AFL-CIO (AGMA), is the union 
that represents the singers, dancers, 
actors, and staging personnel at 
Lyric Opera of Chicago.
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Lyric staff
Nate Groonwald,  

Philanthropy Officer
Lauren Harrison,  

Philanthropy Officer 
Chelsea Lauing, Philanthropy 

Officer, Institutional Partnerships
Tara Lenardi, Grants Manager 
Meghan Pioli, Associate Director  

of the Fund for Lyric
Patrick Rybarczyk,  

Philanthropy Officer 
Aaron Sorensen, Development 

Operations Manager
Paul D. Sprecher,  

Philanthropy Officer
Alec Perlow, Development Associate
Kassandra Hernandez, Development 

Services Coordinator
Kitty Schwartz, Fund for Lyric 

Coordinator 
Mason Stahl, Development Services 

Coordinator 

Kate Sheehan, Vice President for  
Principal Gifts 

Lawrence DelPilar, Senior Director 
of Development, Principal Gifts

Kendria Perry-Madden,  
Senior Director of Development, 
Principal Gifts

Linda Macias, Associate Director, 
Principal Gifts

Mike Biver, Senior Director of  
Gift Planning 

Jonathan P. Siner, Senior Director  
of Gift Planning

Jennifer Mindrum, Associate 
Director of Gift Planning

Marisa Macella, Senior Manager, 
Fundraising Events

Nick Roman, Senior Manager, 
Volunteer Boards

Allison VerSteegh, 
Special Events Associate

Jonah Levi-Paesky, Coordinator, 
Boards, Guild Board, Chapters, 
and Lyric Young Professionals

Lydia Spettel, Coordinator, Boards, 
Women’s Board and Ryan Opera 
Center Board

Sara Tye, Special Events Coordinator
Kate Stirling-Vance, Wine Auction 

Coordinator

Marketing and Communications
Paul Gunning,Vice President and 

Chief Marketing Officer
Janie Ragsdale, Marketing and 

Public Relations Coordinator

Tracy Galligher Young, Senior 
Director, Marketing & Audience 
Development

Brittany Gonzalez Camuy,  
Director of Group Sales and 
Partnerships

David Nutt, Director of Sales  
and Advertising

Tasha James, Marketing Manager, 
Discover Lyric Programs 

Jake Fruend,  
Graphic Design Specialist 

Hannah Cremin,  
Group Sales Associate 

Jessica Pedroza, Marketing Creative 
Project Associate

Victoria Pizzuto, Marketing Associate, 
Advertising & Promotions 

Holly H. Gilson, Senior Director, 
Communications

Michael Solomon,  
Director of Media Relations

David Zivan, Lead Writer & Editor 
Alana Guggenheim,  

Public Relations Manager

Brad Dunn, Senior Director  
of Digital Initiatives

Michael Musick,  
Director of Digital Marketing

Samantha Berger,  
Website Content Manager

Erik Dohner, Digital Marketing 
Manager, Fundraising

Amanda Reitenbach, Manager  
of Social Media and Content

Andrew Cioffi,  
Digital Content Producer

Shannan Moore,  
Digital Marketing Associate

Ticketing Department/ 
Audience Services
Susan Harrison Niemi, Senior 

Director of Audience Services
Laura Chalmers, Associate Director, 

Tessitura & Ticketing 
Rosemary Walsh, Sales Manager, 

Customer Service & Call Center 
Achilles Bezanis,  

VIP Ticketing Associate
Emily Brink,  

VIP Ticketing Coordinator

Zachary Adams 
Marnie Baylouny
Kathy Butera
Samantha Castillo 
Madeline Curtin
Emily DePalma
Sophia Formella  
Stephanie Gubin
Andrew Morstein
Miranda Munoz
Joseph Ryan
Avery Sujkowski  
Kenni Ther 
Aren Thompson
William Vallandigham
Celia Williams 
Maria Wojtas  

Ticket Staff

ADMINISTRATION 
Vincente F. Milianti,  

Chief Financial and 
Administrative Officer 

Finance
Whitney Bercek, Controller
Corey Burbridge, Senior Accountant 
Nancy Ko, Accounting Manager
Loi Lazcano, Senior Accountant 
Jesus Castro, Accounts Payable Lead 
Faye Eisenberg, Staff Accountant
Erin Johnson,  

Advancement Budget Analyst
Idalia Andrade,  

Accounts Payable Associate
Angela Coleman,  

Accounts Payable Associate
Zachary Kurzenberger,  

Financial Analyst
Roberta Lane, Financial and 

Administrative Consultant

LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO
Anthony Freud, OBE,
General Director, President  

& CEO, The Women’s Board 
Endowed Chair

Enrique Mazzola, Music Director, 
The John D. and Alexandra C. 
Nichols Endowed Chair

Renée Fleming, Special Projects 
Advisor

Drew Landmesser, Deputy 
General Director and Chief 
Operating Officer 

Elizabeth Hurley, 
Chief Advancement Officer

Vincente F. Milianti,  
Chief Financial and 
Administrative Officer

Matthew Ozawa, Chief Artistic 
Administration Officer

Paul Gunning,  
Vice President and Chief 
Marketing Officer

Afton Battle, Vice President of 
Artistic Operations

Jennifer E. Boyd, Vice President,  
People & Culture 

Robert C. Goodwin,  
Vice President, Lyric Unlimited - 
Learning & Creative Engagment

Anna Mattson,  
Vice President, Development 

Andreas Melinat, 
Vice President, Artistic Planning

Dan Novak, Vice President and 
Director, Ryan Opera Center, 
The Ryan Opera Center Board 
Endowed Chair

Will Raj, Vice President, Information 
Technology

Kate Sheehan, Vice President  
for Principal Gifts

Michael Smallwood,  
Vice President and Technical 
Director, The Allan and Elaine 
Muchin Endowed Chair

OFFICE OF THE  
GENERAL DIRECTOR
Anthony Freud, OBE, General 

Director, President & CEO, The 
Women’s Board Endowed Chair

Gregg Valentine, Executive 
Assistant, Office of the General 
Director

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY 
GENERAL DIRECTOR
Drew Landmesser, Deputy 

General Director and Chief 
Operating Officer 

Joshua Carroll, Director of 
Environmental Health and Safety

Ann Owens, Operations and 
Commission Consultant

ARTISTIC
Matthew Ozawa, 
Chief Artistic Administration Officer

Artistic Operations
Afton Battle, 
Vice President of Artistic Operations

Ben Bell Bern, 
Director of Company Management
Kevin Krasinski, Associate Director 

of Company Management
Tabitha Boorsma,  

Operations Associate
Jeffrey Jauch, 
Company Management Associate
Faith Hart
Jordan Thomas  

Company Management Assistants

Artistic Planning
Andreas Melinat, Vice President, 

Artistic Planning
Cory Lippiello,  

Director of Artistic Programs
Evamaria Wieser,  

Casting Consultant 

Music Administration
Stephanie Karr, Senior Director of 

Music Administration
Sarah Cohn, Manager,  

Chorus and Dancers
Kourtnea Stevenson, Manager, 

Orchestra and Assistant 
Conductors

Annika Donnen, Associate Librarian
Christine Janicki, Orchestra 

Personnel Manager

RYAN OPERA CENTER
Dan Novak, Vice President and 

Director, Ryan Opera Center, 
The Ryan Opera Center Board 
Endowed Chair

Craig Terry, Music Director, The 
Jannotta Family Endowed Chair

Julia Faulkner, Director of Vocal 
Studies, Elizabeth F. Cheney 
Foundation

Susanna McNatt, Manager

LYRIC UNLIMITED – LEARNING 
& CREATIVE ENGAGEMENT
Robert C. Goodwin,  

Vice President, Lyric Unlimited - 
Learning & Creative Engagement

Jill LeCesne Potter, Senior Director, 
Learning Programs

Tarah Ortiz Durnbaugh, Director, 
Creative Engagement

Megan Elk, Engagement Producer
Elise LaBarge, Learning Programs 

Manager
Anthony Jones, Lyric Unlimited 

Coordinator

ADVANCEMENT
Elizabeth Hurley,  

Chief Advancement Officer
Felecia Coleman, 

Executive Assistant to the  
Chief Advancement Officer

Development 
Anna Mattson, Vice President, 

Development 
Scott Podraza, Senior Director, 

Fund for Lyric and Development 
Operations

Claire Ryan, CFRE, Director, 
Development Operations
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People & Culture
Jennifer E. Boyd,  

Vice President,  
People & Culture

Stephanie Strong, Senior 
Director, People & 
Culture Operations 

Dawn Cerrito, Payroll 
Director 

Linda Nguyen, Manager, 
IDEA and Music Director 
Administration

Charity Franco, People 
& Culture Operations 
Associate

Shanell Reynolds, Payroll 
Associate

Camilla Fernandez, Talent 
Management Coordinator 

Sean Hepp, Payroll 
Coordinator

Kriste Le, Employee 
Engagement Coordinator 

Information Technology
Will Raj, Vice President,  

Information Technology
Eric Hayes, Director of IT 

Operations
Rita Parida, Director of Data 

Services
Bill Anderson, Senior 

Systems Administrator
 Maricarmen De La Rosa, 

Technology Support 
Specialist

Bob Helmuth, Systems 
Administrator

Jessica Keener, Systems 
Analyst

Facilities
John Yelen, Senior Director 

of Facilities
Megan St. John, Director  

of Facility Operations
David Jaworski
Ramon Alex Perez  

Porters

Geri LaGiglio, Director of 
Front of House Operations

Sheila Matthews
Lena Sneed 

House Managers
Adam Bumber,  

House Supervisor
Jason Thomas, Bar Manager
Alyssa Bisanz 
Daniel Chavez
Jose Garcia Cisneros
Monica Govea
Sylvia Hernandez
David Jaworski
Anthony Lacy
Rachel Martinez
Ramon Alex Perez
Jesus Rios
Benjamin Tengkowski
Felipe Valadez
Lindsey Wolfeld
Peter Wood 

Bartenders/Barbacks
Clara Blakemore
Nina Charlotten
Judith Parker
Boris Powell 

Coat Check Attendants
Stefan Peters, Maître d’

Patrick Dowling,  
Patron Services Manager

Linda Cuellar, Patron 
Services Coordinator

Elbert Simon, Doorperson
Stephanie Bulandr 
Linda Cuellar 
Tim Dodd
David Jaworski
Ramon Alex Perez
Ellen Pomes
Heather Stokes
Kevin Topp 

Stage Door Staff

Paulette Alonzi 
Calder Amsden-Iuliano
Nathan Ankrom 
David Barcena
Patricia Bell
Dominic Bialecki
Chenise Brown
Summer Burk
Nadine Burruss
Nila Cabrejos Lau
Ronald Castelli
Daro Cook
Carl Corry
Anna Czechut Hoffman
Sage Czerwinski
Chaurita Davis
Marlene Delemore
Griselda Garcia
Sharon Gaston
Ione Graves
Ramona Hawkins
Gina Jacobs
Kristen Jamerson
Ariella Kahan-Harth
Marlyn Love
Jacob Malkinson
Keisha Matthews
Vanessa Maxwell
Stecy Mbemba 
Thomas Miller-Boeing
Lonnie Mitchell
Bill Murray
Talia Neidorf
Steven Pace
Iris Porrata
Eduard Pulst
Frank Reckitt
John Rosenthal
Leslie Rowan
Edwina Schorn
Isabella Strazzabosco
Ursula Sturgeon
Mary Thomas
Gina Tovar
Adam Wang
Katwanya West 
Cal Willis 

Ushers

Gregg Brody 
Box Office Manager

Richard Diver 
Joseph Dunn
David Fitzgerald
Leigh Folta
Destiny Mack
Jessica Reinhart
Allan Waite
Laura Waters 

Box Office Assistant 
Treasurers

Joe Minogue,  
Chief Engineer

Michael LaPorte,  
Lead Engineer 

Philip Casica
Anthony Fasano
Brian McMahon
Bernard McNeela
Kevin O’Keefe
Thomas Setina 

Engineers

TECHNICAL & 
PRODUCTION
Drew Landmesser, 

Deputy General Director 
and Chief Operating Officer

Technical
Michael Smallwood
	 Vice President and 

Technical Director,  
The Allan and Elaine  
Muchin Endowed Chair

April Busch, Technical  
Operations Director

Scott Wolfson, Associate  
Technical Director

Maria DeFabo Akin,  
Interim Production 
Design Director

Chris Maravich, Lighting 
Director, The Mary-Louise 
and James S. Aargard 
Lighting Director  
Endowed Chair

Benjamin McCormack,  
Assistant Technical 
Director

Julia Siple, Technical 
Finance Manager 

Kathryn Johnson, 
Properties and Special 
Projects Coordinator

Sarah Riffle
Bridget Williams
	 Assistant Lighting 

Designers
Adia Matousek, Properties 

Assistant

Joe Dockweiler,  
Master Carpenter

Mike Reilly, Head Flyman/
Automation

Jeffrey Streichhirsch,  
Automation Assistant

Chris Barker
Robert Hull, Jr. 

Rigging/Automation 
Assistants

Mark Shanabrough,  
Head Shop Carpenter

Brian Grenda,  
Layout Carpenter

Drew Trusk,  
Head Shop Welder

Bruce Woodruff,  
Layout Welder

Dan DiBennardi  
Warehouse Coordinator

Dan Donahue
Justin Hull
Ryan McGovern 

Assistant Carpenters
Anthony Bernardy
Tyler Gil Ramos
Connor Ingersoll
John Ingersoll
Rory McQuillan
Johnny Rivers
Chase Torringa

Luigi Trupiano
Brian Walsh 

Carpenters 
Anthony Coia,  

Master Electrician
Soren Ersbak,  

Board Operator

John Clarke, Jr.
Thomas Hull
Dan Kuh
Robert Reynolds 

Assistant Electricians
Jason Combs
Thomas Fernandez
Brian Hobbs
Tristan Ramirez
Jeremy Thomas
Jose Villalpando
Amador Williams 

Electricians 
Nick Charlan,  

Head Audio Technician
Matt Eble 
Asiel Simpson
Matt Swiatkowski 

Audio Technicians 
Charles Reilly,  

Property Master
Michael McPartlin,  

Properties Crew Head
Phil Marcotte,  

Prop Carpenter
Bob Ladd, Armorer
Rachel Boultinghouse, 

Upholsterer
Michael Buerger
Gordon Granger
Robert Hartge 

Assistant Properties
Johnny Collins
Adam Gorsky
Nicholas Gutierrez 
Frank McPartlin
Kevin McPartlin
Taylor Torringa 

Properties 
Brian Traynor,  

Charge Artist
Michael Bensancon 
Michael Murtaugh
Donna Slager 

Scenic Artists 

Maureen Reilly, Costume  
Director, The Richard  
P. and Susan Kiphart  
Endowed Chair

Lucy Lindquist,  
Wardrobe Mistress

Katelynn Barker
Louie Barrios
Alice Broughton
Laurel Clayson 
Drake Dabbs
Ellouise Davis
Molly Herman
Mary Keefe
Cecylia Kinder
Krystina Lowe
Bryan McDonald 
Elise Petrucci
Kathy Rubel
Joanna Rzepka
Marguerite Scott
Ewa Szylak
Barbara Szyllo
Michelle Tan
Isaac Turner

Megan Turner
Kristi Wood
Maggie Zabierowski 

Wardrobe Staff
Samantha Holmes, 

Wardrobe Crew Head 
Isabel Andrade
Scott Barker
Whitney Boyd
Bridget Brown
Lauren Crotty
Dawn-Marie Hamilton
David Hough
Charlie Junke
Wendy McCay
Lavinia Morozan
Moira O’Neil
Sarah Santiago
Dulce Santillan
Angele Shadd
Christopher Valente
Roger Weir 

Dressers 

Sarah Hatten, Wigmaster 
and Makeup Designer, 
The Marlys A. Beider 
Endowed Chair

Allison Burkholder,  
Department Coordinator

James Ogle, Wig and 
Makeup Crew Foreman

Necole Bluhm
Davis Campbell
Martha Contreras
Brittany Crinson
Krista D’Agostino
Eric Daniels
Mattison Drobney
June Gearon
Ansley Hughes
Chantelle Johnson
Lynn Koroulis
Claire Moores
Megan Pirtle
Olivia Roach
Alice Salazar
Emily Santiago
Rachel Stiles
Pat Tomlinson
Franziska Valus
Emily Young 

Wig and Makeup Department

Production 
Rachel A. Tobias, Production 

Stage Manager 
Katrina Bachus
Kristen Barrett
Alaina Bartkowiak
Jordan Lee Braun
Kim Schlechter
David Toulson 

Assistant Stage Directors
Katrina Bachus
Alaina Bartkowiak
Gina Hays
Sandra Moore 

Stage Managers
Katrina Bachus
Kristen Barrett
Alaina Bartkowiak
Gina Hays
Sandra Moore
Daniel Sokalski
Peggy Stenger
Amy C. Thompson
Bill Walters 

Assistant Stage Managers
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TELL US ABOUT YOUR ROLE HERE AT LYRIC—AND 
HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN HERE?
I started in October 2022. I see my role as being the lead architect for
the design and optimization of scalable, world-class people and talent 
systems, and a strategic partner in guiding the People & Culture 
department to support our organizational priorities. A system by 
which the people, the humans who do the work, feel a sense of 
belonging, are motivated to show up every day and bring their talent 
and their best self, and also to feel a sense of commitment. We are 
uniquely centered in that our product is performing artists. To me, 
performance art is a way to energize and engage society in ways that 
bring joy, contentment, and fulfillment. So in a lot of ways, I think 
our people—sometimes without even knowing it—are a catalyst 
for social good.

WHAT KEEPS YOU COMMITTED TO THE WORK YOU DO? 
I enjoy seeing people thrive—and that looks different for 
everyone. Whether it’s someone on the administrative side 
or the artistic side, I think creating a sense of community and 
allowing people to thrive in their individual way is what keeps me 
motivated and showing up every day. We’re so passionate about 
what we do, and along the way, we find our sense of purpose and 
our connection points. I want to help everyone connect to those 
powerful, meaningful moments and really cement what it means 
to be a member of this organization.

WHAT LED YOU TO WORK AT LYRIC? 
I’m a nurturer by heart, so naturally it was nice when I found 
my calling. I started out in for-profit and while that was a great 
learning experience, I just didn’t connect to the cause of those 
institutions. I was intentional about pursuing organizations that 
contributed back to social good and humanity. I’ve been in the 
nonprofit space for more than 15 years. An executive search 
firm reached out to me. I wasn’t looking, but then they said, 
“Lyric.” To me, there has never been a better time to be in the 
performing arts. We’re treading into innovative new spaces as an 
organization. Looking at the new titles, at our world premieres, 
and at the level of talent that we attract and retain, I wanted to be 
part of this emergence of change at a critical time. To continue and 
elevate the amazing foundational work that has been happening. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE CHALLENGING ASPECTS 
OF YOUR JOB?
There isn’t a lot of information out there particular to our industry 
about how to tackle some of the challenging aspects of Inclusion, 
Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility. There’s no playbook. But I 
think we as an institution are uniquely positioned because we’ve 
intentionally carved out resources dedicated to supporting the 
IDEA work. That allows us to kind of be the pioneers, thought 
leaders in some respects, just even taking for example some of the 
stories that will be told on our stage.

BEYOND OPERA, WHAT ARE YOUR OTHER PASSIONS? 
I’m a bit of a foodie. I enjoy going anywhere good, from small 
family-owned places, up to the big Michelin star restaurants. 
There’s nothing that I’m allergic to or won’t try. I love food, I love 
wine. I’m really looking forward to Lyric’s Wine Auction in May.

A FAVORITE LYRIC MOMENT? 
I know this is a bit unusual, but for me it was powerful. Just one 
week into my new role, we were faced with a tough challenge as 
an organization, with the loss of Deborah Hare, a longtime and 
significant member of our Development division. After I had walked 
around the building, talking with colleagues and learning about who 
she was, and as I reflected on her impact, I thought, I only hope to 
be half as remarkable as her. For me, that was a defining moment 
of, I’m at the right place. This is a place that values people, values 
individuality. I’m walking into an institution that cares.  

People of Lyric Jennifer E. Boyd
Vice President, People & Culture
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