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Eboli complicates matters for Don Carlos, in this Oper Frankfurt production.
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On the cover
In May 1551, Philip II, depicted here, wrote to his aunt, Queen Mary of Hungary: 
“This [letter] accompanies Titian’s portraits... mine in armor is a good likeness… and 
if there were more time I would have him do it again.” Philip’s firstborn son, Carlos–
the titular character of this production—had been born in 1545, to his first wife (who 
died from childbirth complications), and five years later, Philip would become King 
of Spain at a time when the nation was at the height of its power. The profound 
political and personal tensions that drive Verdi’s Don Carlos are largely the stuff of 
writer Friedrich Schiller’s imagination, though Carlos, considered mentally unstable, 
did indeed try to kill his father, Philip, and was imprisoned. Philip’s alignment with 
the Grand Inquisitor, a driving force in the opera, also meshes with historical reality. 
Sometimes known as Philip the Prudent, the king was a deeply religious Catholic, 
and even attempted to overthrow Protestant England, over which he had co-ruled 
as King during the four years that he was married to Queen Mary Tudor. Like his 
father Charles V, Philip was a generous patron of Titian; the Venetian master painted 
him several times, starting with their first meeting in 1548. Curators at the Museo del 
Prado assert that this particular work “is the only surviving or documented portrait 
of him in armor.” The contemporaneous writer Pietro Aretino described the picture 
as featuring a gesto bell di maestá reale (grand gesture of regal majesty), and the 
work was enormously influential on subsequent courtly portraiture. Indeed, the 
crown prince here seems at confident ease, still worlds away from the tumultuous 
events that take place in Verdi’s monumental opus.
 
Titian, Vecellio di Gregorio. Philip II, 1551.
Madrid, Museo Nacional del Prado.
©Photographic Archive Museo Nacional del Prado

Tickets from $39
lyricopera.org

Nothing compares 
to the joy of live 
performance

PHOTO: CORY WEAVER/SAN FRANCISCO OPERA

J’Nai Bridges 
stars as 
Carmen

Hansel and Gretel  Jan 25 - Feb 5

The Factotum                      Feb 3 - 12

Carmen  Mar 11 - Apr 7

Proximity            Mar 24 - Apr 8

West Side Story  June 2 - 25

performed at the
harris theater

world
premiere

world
premiere
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At Lyric, you’ll be amazed, replenished, 
and inspired with must-see, must-hear live 
experiences. Through the timeless power of 
voice, acting that brings characters to life in 
triumph and tragedy, the splendor of a great 
orchestra and chorus—coupled with theater, 
dance, design, and truly magical stagecraft—
Lyric is devoted to immersing audiences 
in worlds both familiar and unexpected, 
creating shared experiences that resonate 
long after the curtain comes down.
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Anthony Freud  
General Director,  
President & CEO  

Enrique Mazzola  
Music Director 

Welcome 
to your Lyric
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Dear Lyric Family,
 
Greetings! We welcome you to Lyric Opera of Chicago and know that you are in for a very special treat.

In another first this season, Lyric is presenting the 1886 five-act version in French of Verdi’s epic masterpiece  
Don Carlos. A tour-de-force experience is in store for you.
	
Inspired by historical characters and events from sixteenth century Spain, but with a dramatic political storyline 
seemingly ripped from today’s headlines, Don Carlos is an operatic epic, featuring some of Verdi’s most 
unforgettable music and some of his most profoundly drawn characters.

While the Italian-language four-act version of Don Carlos has been presented before by the company,  
this is the first time the five-act version in French will be performed on the Lyric stage.

Don Carlos has a different personality when it is performed in the original French, the language of the libretto  
for which Verdi composed and revised his magnificent score. Somehow, there is greater translucency  
to the music, and singers can approach both the music and the text in different ways. It is a true pinnacle  
of Verdi’s creative genius. 

Our music director, Enrique Mazzola, is a great Verdian, whose performances of Don Carlos are sure to be an 
unforgettable milestone, with the magnificent Lyric Opera Orchestra and Chorus, and, of course, our great cast. 

This is a piece that a company only undertakes when it is able to secure Olympic-level singing artists for the 
sextet of leading roles. Bringing these iconic characters to vivid life are an internationally regarded cast of 
artists: tenor Joshua Guerrero in the title role, soprano Rachel Willis-Sørensen as Elisabeth, mezzo-soprano 
Clémentine Margaine as Princess Eboli, baritone Igor Golovatenko in his Lyric debut as Rodrigue, bass 
Dmitry Belosselskiy as King Philippe, and bass Soloman Howard as the Grand Inquisitor.

We are so excited for you to experience the epitome of grand opera in Don Carlos. Opportunities like this  
are rare and take place only through your ongoing support and your commitment to great music theater.  
Thank you for making this production possible.

Sincerely,

From the Chair  
and the General Director

SYLVIA NEIL
Chair

ANTHONY FREUD OBE
President, General Director & CEO
The Women’s Board Endowed Chair 
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Onstage tables at Wine Auction 2018.

A Vintage Year!
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The Lyric Wine Auction is, without question, one of 
the most dazzling dates on Chicago’s social calendar—
an unrivaled blend of music, fine wine and cuisine, and 
high-impact fundraising. It actually takes place directly on 
the Ken Pigott stage, and supports almost every facet of 
Lyric‘s activities. By tradition, the event takes place every 
three years—a cadence interrupted by the pandemic. On 
the evening of May 13, 2023, Lyric patrons will have the 
chance to make up for lost time.
	 Since its inception in 1988, the event has brought in 
more than $11 million in support, a generous tally from 
the guests in attendance and those bidding from afar. 
The wine world’s book-of-record, Wine Spectator, named 
it a “Top Charity Wine Auction,” and that’s probably an 
understatement. In truth, it’s always a blast, and this 
season’s version promises to be every bit as stellar as in 
years past–a scintillating blend of the world’s finest wines, 
rarefied journeys, and once-in-a-lifetime experiences.
	 The energy behind the auction mirrors the energy 
that has been felt in the opera house since the successful 
start of the season. “Lyric has come back really strong 
from COVID,” notes Nancy S. Searle, who returns again 
this season as a committee co-chair. A past president and 
member of the Lyric Opera Women’s Board for more 
than 20 years, Searle has been instrumental in growing 
the auction into the glamorous extravaganza it has now 
become. “We’ve got a full schedule of operas, including 
two commissioned world premieres, as well as musicals. 
There has been incredible audience response—including 
sold-out shows.”
	 And the auction is an important part of making it 
happen. “All the funds raised support programs like Lyric’s 
education and engagement efforts for children and adults 
across all of the communities we serve,” she notes. “The 
auction also supports the training of professional artists 
and supports the creation of new works at Lyric.”
	 With fellow Co-Chair Erica L. Sandner and Vice 
Chairs Suzanne W. Mulshine and Eileen Murphy leading 
the way, this year for the first time the three-day event will 

kick off with private dinners in some of the most beautiful 
homes in Chicago, Winnetka, and Lake Forest, pairing 
Featured Vintners with celebrated chefs. The night of 
the auction begins with a reception sponsored by Beam 
Suntory in the Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Grand Foyer, 
before trumpeters beckon guests to the stage, where they 
are served dinner amidst a set designed by the Lyric Opera 
production team, followed by the always thrilling live 
auction, handled again this year by Michael Davis and Ben 
Ferdinand of Hart Davis Hart auction house.
	 “It’s fascinating to walk into a grand opera theater 
and rather than seeing a stage with the curtain down, it is 
completely decked out with multiple levels of customized 
staging and lighting, set for a dinner and live auction,” 
says Sandner. “To be sitting on that stage and looking out 
onto the seats is really special.” An avid collector herself, 
Sandner has been attending the Wine Auction since 1997.
	 The 2023 Honored Guest is Maison Joseph Drouhin, 
one of the most iconic producers of premier cru and 
grand cru Burgundy, with estate vineyards in Chablis, 

After a five-year hiatus, the Lyric Wine Auction 
returns this spring.

Suzanne W. Mulshine, Nancy S. Searle, Erica L. Sandner, and Eileen Murphy are 

the Wine Auction Committee for the event this May.
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Among the experiences to be auctioned is a trip to the Burgundy home of this year’s Honored Guest, Maison Joseph Drouhin.
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Côte de Nuits, Côte de Beaune, and Côte Chalonnaise. The 
Drouhin family is donating a two-night stay for four people 
at their private guest house with a personalized tour of 
the vineyards and historical cellars, plus lunch or dinner 
with the Drouhin family. The Lyric Wine Auction team has 
also donated a separate 16-bottle lot representing the best 
of Drouhin’s portfolio, including Corton-Charlemagne, 
Bonnes-Mares, Chambertin-Clos de Bèze, and Chambolle-
Musigny Les Amoureuses, all from the 2019 vintage.
	 Among the other impressive auction offerings 
confirmed is a Château d’Yquem lot that includes a 
bottle from each of six decades, spanning from 1921 
to 1975, generously donated by Stephen A. Kaplan, 
a member of Lyric’s Board of Directors. French wine 
lovers can also fight over a lot of six magnums of 1996 
Château Margaux, which received a perfect 100-point 
rating from Robert Parker, donated by Patrick G. and 
Shirley Welsh Ryan. These are wines you simply can’t 
find anywhere else.
	 A number of lots venture beyond wine into the world 
of one-of-a-kind culinary and travel experiences. Beam 
Suntory and Rick Bayless are offering a tequila tasting 
and five-course dinner for eight guests in Chef Bayless’ 
garden, paired with Beam Suntory’s El Tesoro tequila.

	 A four-night stay at Nimmo Bay Luxury Resort in 
the heart of Canada’s Great Bear Rainforest in British 
Columbia will be on offer, donated by Karen Z. Gray-
Krehbiel and John H. Krehbiel, Jr. The wilderness 
adventure includes a fly fishing excursion, two 
customizable helicopter adventures, a whale watching 
excursion, and dinner with wine pairings.
	 “We have raised the bar on the event each time,” 
Searle says. “All the vintners that are coming have 
become my friends. You develop relationships with them 
across the years and it’s very rewarding to see them 
come back.” Searle expects close to two dozen Featured 
Vintners at the event, and in the days before the auction, 
they too will enjoy some local hospitality, with exclusive 
tours of Chicago landmarks.
	 Donations are still being accepted and the auction 
catalogue will be finalized by early 2023. But most 
important is to mark your calendars and reserve a 
table now. The pent-up demand for this special set of 
experiences—the bubbles in this sparkling bottle, as it 
were—is nothing short of effervescent.

For more details, and to make your reservations, visit 
www.lyricopera.org/wineauction   

Pommard and its legendary surrounding vineyards.



Don Carlos 
(Oper Frankfurt)

Acknowledged by audiences and critics alike as one 
of the most magnificent achievements in the history 
of opera, Don Carlos masterfully reveals the private 
turmoil of very public personalities. In 16th-century 
Spain, King Philippe II is torn apart by his own jealous 
suspicions that his son, crown prince Carlos, and 
Queen Elisabeth—Philippe’s young wife and Carlos’s 
stepmother—are in love. The drama unfolds and 
washes over you with unforgettable intensity and 
thrilling musical splendor. The full stature of this epic 
opera will be on grand display when performed in 
the full five acts, with the matchless eloquence of the 
opera’s original French text. Don Carlos is a tour-de-
force experience for those who love Verdi in his prime.
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Don Carlos 
(Oper Frankfurt)

Don Carlos
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Don Carlos
Lyric Premiere of five-act version | Sung in French with English titles

Music by Giuseppe Verdi | Libretto by Joseph Méry and Camille du Locle

CHARACTERS IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE
Carlos	 Joshua Guerrero 
Thibault 	 Denis Vélez•

Elisabeth 	 Rachel Willis-Sørensen 

Count of Lerma  	 Laureano Quant•+ 

Monk	 Peixin Chen+

Rodrigue	 Igor Golovatenko+

Eboli	 Clémentine Margaine
Philippe II	 Dmitry Belosselskiy
Royal Herald	 Alejandro Luévanos•

Voice from Above	 Lindsey Reynolds•+

Grand Inquisitor	 Soloman Howard

Conductor	 Enrique Mazzola
Original Director	 Sir David McVicar
Revival Director	 Axel Weidauer+

Set Designer	 Robert Jones
Costume Designer	 Brigitte Reiffenstuel
Original Lighting Designer	 Joachim Klein+

Revival Lighting Designer	 Jan Hartmann+

Chorus Master	 Michael Black
Original Choreographer	 Andrew George
Revival Choreographer	 August Tye
Wigmaster &	 Sarah Hatten 
	 Makeup Designer 
Assistant Director	 Katrina Bachus
Stage Manager	 Gina Hays
Stage Band Conductor	 Stefano Sarzani
Musical Preparation	 Susan Miller Hult 
		  Noah Lindquist
		  Lee Mills^ 
		  Jerad Mosbey
		  Stefano Sarzani
		  Eric Weimer
Prompter	 Susan Miller Hult 
Fight Director	 Chuck Coyl

+	 Lyric debut
• 	Current Member, The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center
^	 Solti Foundation U.S. Opera Residency
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A production of Oper Frankfurt
First performed by Salle Le Peletier (Paris Opéra) on March 11, 1867. 
First performed by Lyric Opera of Chicago (five-act French version)
on November 9, 2022. 

By arrangement with Hendon Music, Inc., a Boosey & Hawkes company, 
Sole Agent in the U.S., Canada and Mexico for Casa Ricordi/Universal 
Music Publishing Ricordi S.R.L., publisher and copyright owner.

Actors
Noah Appel, Jon Beal, JJ Gatesman+, 

Dave Gonzalez, Bill Gordon, Gary Mcmillan, Jr., 
Bob Romay, Michael Saubert, Jr., 

Bobby Wilhelmson
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Additional support is provided by Lyric 
Opera of Chicago’s Production Circle.

Lyric Opera of Chicago gratefully 
acknowledges the support of the NIB 
Foundation Italian Opera Endowed Chair, 
the Mr. and Mrs. William H. Redfield  
Bel Canto Opera Endowed Chair, and  
the Guild Board of Directors Verdi 
Endowed Chair.

Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official 
Airline, American Airlines.

Additional Costumes provided by Seams 
Unlimited.

APPROXIMATE TIMINGS
Acts 1, 2 & 3	 2 hours
Intermission 	 30 minutes
Acts 4 & 5 	 1 hour 20 minutes
Total	 3 hours 50 minutes 

ACT I
Against the wishes of his father, the Spanish king, Philippe II, Don 
Carlos has traveled to Fontainebleau, where negotiations are under 
way for a peace treaty between Spain and France. He has seen his 
intended bride Elisabeth, daughter of the French king, and fallen in 
love with her on sight. When he encounters Elisabeth and her page, 
who have been hunting and become lost in the forest, Carlos offers 
his protection without revealing his identity. Elisabeth questions 
him about her future husband, apprehensive over her marriage to 
a stranger. Carlos gives her a miniature portrait of himself, and she 
realizes that he is the prince. It is clear to them both that their feelings 
of love are mutual. Their happiness ends with news that the treaty 
arrangements have been altered and Elisabeth is to marry Philippe. 
Elisabeth reluctantly accepts. While all around them celebrate the end 
of the war, Elisabeth and Carlos are devastated.

ACT II
Carlos seeks peace at the monastery of St. Just in Spain, where he 
prays at the tomb of his grandfather, Emperor Charles V. A monk, who 
seems to be the emperor’s ghost, confronts him. His friend Rodrigue, 
the Marquis of Posa, arrives to remind Carlos of his commitment to 
the cause of the Flemish people, who are oppressed by Spanish rule. 
Carlos confesses his love for the queen to Rodrigue, and pledging 
themselves to the cause of liberty, they swear eternal friendship.

In a garden outside the monastery, Eboli entertains the other ladies 
of the court with a song. Elisabeth enters, followed by Rodrigue, who 
hands her a secret letter from Carlos asking for a meeting. When he 
is admitted, Carlos asks the queen to obtain Philippe’s permission for 
him to go to Flanders, then suddenly declares his continuing love. 
Elisabeth rejects him, and Carlos rushes off. The king enters and, 
finding the queen unattended, banishes the Countess of Aremberg, 
who should have been accompanying her. Left alone with the king, 
Rodrigue challenges Philippe to end his oppression of the Flemish 
people. Philippe refuses but is impressed by the Marquis’s courage. 
He warns him to beware of the Inquisition and tells him about his 
suspicions regarding his wife and Carlos, asking Rodrigue to watch 
them. The Marquis accepts the assignment, knowing that being in 
the king’s confidence will help him in the future.

Presenting Sponsors:
Julie & Roger Baskes

Production Sponsors:
An Anonymous Donor 
Alice & John Butler°
H. Gael Neeson°
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel°
Robert and Penelope Steiner
   Family Foundation°
Josef & Margot Lakonishok 
Sonia Florian
The Julius Frankel 
   Foundation

° Enrique Circle Members

Synopsis
TIME | c. 1560  
PLACE | France and Spain
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Synopsis
	     continued

ACT III
Eboli writes a message for Carlos, inviting him 
to a secret meeting. Carlos arrives, thinking that 
the assignation is with Elisabeth, but when Carlos 
discovers that it is instead with Eboli, he rejects her 
advances. She realizes where the prince’s true feelings 
lie and swears to expose him. Rodrigue arrives in time 
to overhear Eboli and threatens to kill her, but Carlos 
prevents him. Eboli leaves. Rodrigue persuades Carlos 
that he is now in danger, and Carlos hands over some 
secret papers to him for safekeeping.

At a public burning of heretics in front of Madrid’s 
Basilica of Our Lady of Atocha, Carlos leads a group 
of Flemish deputies to Philippe. The king rejects their 
pleas for freedom. When he also dismisses Carlos’s 
own request to rule Flanders, the prince draws his 
sword on his father. Rodrigue disarms him, and Carlos  
is arrested. In thanks, Philippe makes the Marquis a 
duke. A group of heretics is led to the stake as a voice 
from above welcomes their souls into heaven.

INTERMISSION

ACT IV
In his study at night, the king reflects on his old age 
and his marriage to a wife who doesn’t love him. 
He consults with the old, blind Grand Inquisitor, 
who supports a death sentence for Carlos: As God 
sacrificed his son to save mankind, so Philippe must 
stifle his love for his son for the sake of the faith. The 
Inquisitor also demands that Rodrigue be handed over 
to him. As he leaves, Philippe wonders if the throne 
must always yield to the altar. Elisabeth enters, having 
discovered that her jewel case has been stolen. Eboli, 
who knows that Elisabeth keeps a portrait of Carlos in 
it, had taken the box and given it to the king. Philippe 
now shows the box to Elisabeth, takes out the portrait,  
and accuses her of adultery. Elisabeth collapses, and 

the king calls for help. With Eboli, Rodrigue rushes in, 
expressing amazement that a king who rules half the 
world cannot govern his own emotions, while Eboli 
feels remorse at what her jealousy has wrought. Alone 
with Elisabeth, Eboli confesses that she not only falsely 
accused her but that she has been the king’s mistress. 
Elisabeth orders her from the court. Eboli laments her 
fatal beauty and swears to spend her final day in Spain 
trying to save Carlos.

Rodrigue visits Carlos in prison to tell him that he has 
used the secret papers to take upon himself the blame 
for the Flemish rebellion. He is now a marked man, so 
Carlos must take up the cause of liberty for Flanders. 
Agents of the Inquisition shoot Rodrigue, who dies 
telling Carlos that Elisabeth will meet him at the 
monastery of St. Just and declaring that he is happy 
to have sacrificed his life for a man who will become 
Spain’s savior. Philippe arrives to make peace with 
Carlos. When a Spanish mob comes to rescue Carlos 
from his cell, the king offers himself as an attempt to 
quell their anger. Carlos escapes, and the mob halts 
when the Grand Inquisitor enters. He commands 
everyone to their knees, and in his terrifying presence, 
peace is restored.

ACT V
Elisabeth has come to the monastery, wanting only her 
own death. When Carlos appears, she encourages him 
to continue Rodrigue’s quest for freedom in Flanders, 
and they hope for happiness in the next world. As they 
say goodbye, Philippe and the Grand Inquisitor arrive. 
As the agents of the Inquisition move in on Carlos, the 
disembodied voice of Charles V can be heard out of 
the darkness, insisting that suffering is unavoidable 
and ceases only in heaven.

Reprinted courtesy of the Metropolitan Opera
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JOSHUA GUERRERO | CARLOS 
Previously at Lyric: Macduff/Macbeth (2021/22).

This season, the Mexican-American tenor will 
make debuts at Bayerische Staatsoper (Manon 
Lescaut) and the Opéra national de Paris (La 

bohème), and make return appearances at Royal Opera House 
Covent Garden (Madama Butterfly), Oper Frankfurt (Manon Lescaut), 
and The Santa Fe Opera (Tosca). Other recent roles include Gabriele 
Adorno/Simon Boccanegra (Opéra national de Bordeaux), Pinkerton/
Madama Butterfly (Glyndebourne Festival Opera), Nemorino/L’elisir 
d’amore (Teatro de la Maestranza), and Rodolfo/La bohème with the 
Simón Bolívar Symphony Orchestra in Caracas, where he has also 
sung Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, conducted by Gustavo Dudamel. 
In the United States, his roles include Rodolfo (San Diego), Edgardo/
Lucia di Lammermoor (Miami), and tenor soloist in Haydn’s The 
Creation (Los Angeles Philharmonic). Guerrero’s portrayal of Count 
Almaviva/Corigliano’s The Ghosts of Versailles can be heard in a 
recording that was honored with two Grammy Awards. 

RACHEL WILLIS-SØRENSEN | 
ELISABETH 
Previously at Lyric: Donna Anna/Don Giovanni 
(2019/20).

The American soprano is known for her 
diverse repertoire ranging from Mozart to Wagner. An acclaimed 
Verdian, she recently triumphed in Il trovatore (Turin) and Les vêpres 
siciliennes (Munich) and also sang in La traviata and Otello. Other 
highlights this season include Ellen Orford (Peter Grimes), Violetta 
(La traviata) and Desdemona (Otello) at the Bayerische Staatsoper 
and at LA Opera, Elisabeth (Don Carlos) at Grand Théâtre de 
Genève, Rosalinde (Die Fledermaus), and Mimi (La bohème) at the 
Wiener Staatsoper, the title role (debut) in Arabella at the Deutsche 
Oper, and Leonora (Il trovatore) at the Royal Opera House. Previous 
engagements include Rusalka at the San Francisco Opera and 
NDR Hamburg, Marschallin (Der Rosenkavalier) at Glyndebourne, 
Semperoper Dresden, and the Royal Opera House Covent Garden, 
Marguerite (Faust) as part of the Royal Opera House’s tour of Japan, 
Elsa (Lohengrin) at Deutsche Oper Berlin, Opernhaus Zurich, and 
Oper Frankfurt, Donna Anna (Don Giovanni) at the Royal Opera 
House Covent Garden, the Metropolitan Opera, Wiener Staatsoper, 
Houston Grand Opera, and Semperoper Dresden. A Sony recording 
artist, she released her first solo album, Rachel, in April 2022.

CLÉMENTINE MARGAINE | EBOLI 
Previously at Lyric: Dulcinée/Don Quichotte 
(2016/17).

The French mezzo-soprano has gained 
international acclaim in recent seasons 

at theaters such as the Metropolitan Opera, Opéra national 
de Paris, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Bayerische Staatsoper, Teatro 
Colón, Teatro dell’Opera di Roma, Grand Théâtre de Genève, 
Teatro di San Carlo, Opera Australia, and the Canadian Opera 
Company. She began the 2019/20 season with two sold-out 
concerts at the Elbphilharmonie Hamburg, and a program of 
operatic repertoire at the Tchaikovsky Concert Hall in Moscow. 
She recently sang Amneris/Aida at Barcelona’s Gran Teatre del 
Liceu, Fidès in Meyerbeer’s Le Prophète at the Deutsche Oper 
Berlin, and the title role in Carmen at the Liceu and at the Teatro 
di San Carlo in Naples. She previously appeared in the title 
role in Carmen at the Metropolitan Opera and as Dulcinée/Don 
Quichotte at the Deutsche Oper Berlin. In 2018, Margaine made 
her Carnegie Hall debut with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
led by Riccardo Muti, part of a five-city, eight-concert East Coast 
tour with the ensemble.

IGOR GOLOVATENKO | RODRIGUE 
Lyric debut 

Golovatenko made his professional debut 
in the 2006 Russian premiere of Delius’ Eine 
Messe des Lebens with the Russian National 

Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Vladimir Spivakov. Recent 
roles include Simon Boccanegra at the Teatro Regio di Parma, 
Iago/Otello at the Teatro di San Carlo in Naples, Robert/Iolanta 
(Berlin Philharmonic), Riccardo/I puritani (Vienna), and the title 
role of Eugene Onegin at the Metropolitan Opera. Last season, 
Golovatenko appeared as Rodrigue/Don Carlos for his debut at 
the Vienna State Opera, where he later returned as Germont/
La traviata. In the 2019/20 season, he made his debut at the 
Metropolitan Opera as Prince Yeletsky in Pique Dame. He also 
made role debuts as Riccardo/I puritani at the Paris Opera and 
Francesco/I masnadieri at the Bavarian State Opera. In the 2018/19 
season, he made his North American debut as Eugene Onegin 
at Washington National Opera, and made debuts as Germont 
at Covent Garden and the Los Angeles Opera. Golovatenko is a 
leading baritone at the Bolshoi Opera.

Artist profiles
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DMITRY BELOSSELSKIY | PHILIPPE
Previously at Lyric: Prince Gremin/Eugene 
Onegin (2016/17), Zaccaria/Nabucco (2015/16).

This season, the Russian bass will perform 
in the Verdi Requiem in Houston, followed 

by I vespri siciliani at Teatro alla Scala, Wozzeck at the Wiener 
Staatsoper, and Der fliegende Holländer, Aida, and Don Giovanni 
at the Metropolitan Opera. This summer at Bayreuth, he will 
sing Hagen in Götterdämmerung. Recent roles include Gremin at 
Houston Grand Opera, and Zaccaria/Nabucco and Ramfis/Aida 
at the Metropolitan Opera, where he has also appeared as Silva/
Ernani and the Old Convict/Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk. He took 
the title role in Boris Godunov at the Bavarian State Opera, sang 
Prince Ivan Khovansky/Khovanshchina at the Vienna State Opera, 
and opened the 2015/16 season as Talbot/Giovanna d’Arco at La 
Scala, where he has also portrayed Fiesco/Simon Boccanegra. 
Belosselskiy was featured as Count Walter/Luisa Miller at the 
Teatro Real in Madrid. Among other prestigious venues, he has 
performed at the Salzburg Festival (Banquo/Macbeth), Rome’s 
Teatro dell’Opera (Nabucco), Zurich Opera House (Galitsky/ 
Prince Igor), Korean National Opera (Simon Boccanegra), and 
Macau International Music Festival (Ferrando/Il trovatore).  
He has appeared with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra in 
performances of Macbeth and Berlioz’s Romeo and Juliet.

SOLOMAN HOWARD | 
GRAND INQUISITOR 
Previously at Lyric: Wurm/Luisa Miller 
(2019/20).

Howard has recently appeared at the 
Metropolitan Opera (Aida, The Magic Flute), Royal Opera House 
(Aida), Teatro Real (Aida, La bohème), Opéra national de Bordeaux 
(Simon Boccanegra), San Francisco Opera (Tosca, Fidelio, Don 
Giovanni, Turandot), Los Angeles Opera (Don Carlos), Santa Fe Opera 
(Don Giovanni, La bohème), and on an international concert tour with 
The English Concert (Semele). A graduate of Washington National 
Opera’s Domingo-Cafritz Young Artist Program, he appeared with 
his home company in The Magic Flute; Show Boat; Don Giovanni; Der 
Ring des Nibelungen; The Lion, The Unicorn, and Me; Approaching 
Ali; Nabucco; and Philip Glass’s Appomattox. Future performances 
include Dallas Opera (Das Rheingold), Gran Teatre del Liceu  
(Il barbiere di Siviglia), and the Met (The Magic Flute). 

PEIXIN CHEN | MONK
Lyric debut

The bass’s wide repertoire spans from the 
comic parts of Donizetti, Mozart, and Rossini 
to the serious roles of Puccini, Verdi, and 

Wagner.  Signature roles include Sarastro in The Magic Flute 
at the Metropolitan Opera, Houston Grand Opera, and Opera 
Philadelphia; The King of Egypt in Aida for Los Angeles Opera, 
Cincinnati Opera, and Houston Grand Opera; Colline in La 
boheme at Opera Philadelphia and Washington National Opera 

(upcoming); Sparafucile in Rigoletto at Santa Fe Opera and 
the Lyric Opera of Kansas City; Hunding in Die Walküre with 
Houston Grand Opera; an upcoming presentation of Fasolt in Das 
Rheingold with The Dallas Opera; both the title role and Bartolo 
in Le nozze di Figaro with Opera Saratoga, Beijing’s National 
Center for the Performing Arts, and Houston Grand Opera; and 
Basilio (San Francisco Opera) and Don Bartolo (Houston Grand 
Opera) in Il barbiere di Siviglia. In concert, he has sung the Verdi 
Requiem with the Houston Grand Opera Orchestra and Chorus, 
and Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony with the Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra, the San Diego Symphony, the Kansas City Symphony 
Orchestra, and the Houston Symphony.

DENIS VÉLEZ | THIBAULT 
Previously at Lyric: Papagena/The Magic 
Flute, Giannetta/The Elixir of Love (both 
2021/22). 

The soprano, a third-year Ryan Opera 
Center member from Puebla, Mexico, sang in Sunday in the 
Park with Lyric this summer. This season at Lyric, Vélez will also 
appear in Hansel and Gretel and Carmen. She was a national 
winner of the Metropolitan Opera’s 2020 Eric and Dominique 
Laffont Competition. In Mexico’s most important platform for 
rising talent, the National Singing Contest Carlo Morelli, her 
performance earned her the First Prize, the French Opera award, 
and the Francisco Araiza Special Award. Her repertoire includes 
the Countess and Susanna/The Marriage of Figaro, Bastienne/
Bastien und Bastienne, Fiordiligi/Così fan tutte, Adina/The Elixir of 
Love, and Mimì/La bohème. In Spring 2021, she sang in the Harris 
Theater’s Beyond the Aria series alongside Joyce DiDonato, and 
appeared in Lyric’s 2020/21 virtual programs Pasión Latina, Sole 
e Amore, Magical Music Around the World, and Rising Stars in 
Concert. Denis Vélez is sponsored by The C.G. Pinnell Family.

LAUREANO QUANT | 
COUNT OF LERMA
Lyric debut

This season, the Colombian native will also 
appear in Carmen and Proximity at Lyric.  

A first-year Ensemble member of the Ryan Opera Center, Quant’s 
repertoire includes Belcore/The Elixir of Love, Guglielmo/Così 
fan tutte, Figaro/Saverio Mercadante’s I due Figaro, Maguire/
Tobias Picker’s Emmeline, Zurga/The Pearl Fishers, Vittorio and 
The Boarder/Nino Rota’s I due timidi, Demetrius/A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, and the Captain and Prince Ragotsky/Candide. The 
baritone was awarded Second Place in both the Western (2022) 
and Southeastern (2020) Regions in the Metropolitan Opera Laffont 
Competition.
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ALEJANDRO LUÉVANOS | 
A ROYAL HERALD
Previously at Lyric: Riccardo/Ernani (2022/23).

Born in Durango, Mexico, the tenor is a 
first-year member of the Ryan Opera Center 

Ensemble. He will appear at Lyric later this season in Carmen 
and Proximity. His appearances in Mexico include Don José/
Carmen (Toluca Philharmonic Orchestra); Borsa/Rigoletto, Count 
Almaviva/The Barber of Seville, and scenes from Il trovatore 
(Orquesta Sinfónica del Estado de México); and Rossini’s Stabat 
Mater and Petite Messe Solennelle, as well as an opera gala with 
Ramón Vargas (all at Mexico City’s Palacio de Bellas Artes). 
Luévanos was previously a two-year member of the Opera Studio 
at the Bellas Artes, where he is scheduled to return to appear in 
Shostakovich’s Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk. A former participant 
in the International Summer Program in Sankt Goar, Germany, 
he is also a 2021 and 2022 winner of the Mexico District in the 
Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition. Alejandro Luévanos is 
sponsored by an Anonymous Donor.

LINDSEY REYNOLDS | 
VOICE FROM ABOVE
Lyric debut 

A first-year member of the Ryan Opera Center 
Ensemble, the New Orleans native will appear 

at Lyric later this season in both Le comte Ory and Proximity. In 
2021/22 she portrayed Despina/Così fan tutte and Betty/Marc 
Blitzstein’s Triple-Sec (a film adaptation) with Curtis Opera Theater. 
She was also an Emerging Artist with Opera Philadelphia, where 
she sang the Page/Rigoletto. The soprano’s repertoire includes 
Zerlina/Don Giovanni, Adina/The Elixir of Love, Giulietta/I Capuleti 
e i Montecchi, Miss Wordsworth/Albert Herring, and Monica/The 
Medium. She has appeared in concert with the Curtis Symphony 
Orchestra under Yannick Nézet-Séguin and with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra under Stéphane Denève. She is also the recipient of an 
Emerging Artist Award from Opera Index. Lindsey Reynolds is 
sponsored by an Anonymous Donor, Fred & Phoebe Boelter, and 
Donna Van Eekeren & Dale Connelly.

ENRIQUE MAZZOLA | CONDUCTOR

Lyric’s Music Director—only the third in the 
company’s history—is renowned as an expert 
interpreter and champion of bel canto opera 
and a specialist in French repertoire and early 

Verdi. Lyric audiences first experienced the Italian conductor’s 
artistry in Donizetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor in 2016/17, and 
subsequently in Bellini’s I puritani in 2017/18. During 2019/20, he 
led Verdi’s Luisa Miller to launch the company’s Early Verdi Series, 
which continued with Ernani to open the 2022/23 season. Mazzola’s 
first opera as Lyric’s music director, Verdi’s Macbeth in Sir David 
McVicar’s new production, opened the 2021/22 season, followed by 
Donizetti’s The Elixir of Love as well as Verdi Voices and Rising Stars 
in Concert. Mazzola is Principal Guest Conductor at the Deutsche 

Oper Berlin and served as Artistic and Music Director of the 
Orchestre national d’Île-de-France from 2012 to 2019. Symphonic 
guest work has included the Orchestre national du Capitole de 
Toulouse, Philharmonia Orchestra, Vienna Symphony, London 
Philharmonic, and Brussels Philharmonic. He has conducted 
bel canto works for The Metropolitan Opera, La Scala, Paris’s 
Théâtre des Champs-Élysées, and the major houses of Florence, 
Strasbourg, Berlin, Zurich, Moscow, and Tokyo, in addition to a 
historic Meyerbeer cycle for Deutsche Oper Berlin. Past major 
European festivals include Glyndebourne (including DVD releases 
of Il barbiere di Siviglia and Poliuto), new productions in 2019 for 
Bregenz (Rigoletto) and Salzburg (Orphée aux Enfers), Pesaro 
(Rossini Opera Festival), Venice, and Aix-en-Provence. Mazzola 
was born in Barcelona, Spain, into a musical family, and grew up 
in Milan, where he studied violin and piano, earning diplomas 
in composition and orchestral conducting at the Conservatorio 
Giuseppe Verdi of Milan. Enrique Mazzola is supported by the  
John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols Endowed Chair.

SIR DAVID MCVICAR | 
ORIGINAL DIRECTOR
Previously at Lyric: Seven productions since 
2001/02, most recently Macbeth (2021/22) and 
Elektra (2018/19).

Recent highlights for the renowned Scottish director include 
new productions of Medea (a co-production with Lyric), Adriana 
Lecouvreur, and Roberto Devereux at the Metropolitan Opera, 
Médée (Geneva’s Grand Théâtre), and La Calisto and I masnadieri 
(La Scala). McVicar has created nine new productions for the Royal 
Opera House, and seven for the Met. At Lyric, he has previously 
directed Il trovatore (2018/19, 2014/15, 2006/07), Wozzeck (2015/16), 
and La clemenza di Tito (2013/14). He has also directed at La Scala 
(Les Troyens), Opera Australia (Don Giovanni, The Marriage of 
Figaro), the Vienna Staatsoper (Tristan und Isolde, Falstaff), English 
National Opera, Glyndebourne, Scottish Opera, Opera North, 
Paris’s Théâtre des Champs-Élysées, the Salzburg Festival, the 
Mariinsky Theatre, and many other major companies. Among his 
awards is the 2011 Grand Prix de la Musique du Syndicat de la 
Critique. In 2012 he received a knighthood for his services to opera, 
and was made a Chevalier de l’ordre des arts et des lettres. 

AXEL WEIDAUER | 
REVIVAL DIRECTOR
Lyric debut

The freelance director and assistant director 
has extensive international opera experience, 

at Berlin (Dale Duesing’s production of L’Etoile and Christof 
Loy’s Falstaff), Barcelona (a revival of Loy’s Abduction from the 
Seraglio, Arabella, Don Giovanni, and Turco in Italia), Paris (Alcina), 
Copenhagen (Alceste), Vienna (where he assisted on Intermezzo, 
Der Prinz von Homburg, and La Donna del Lago at the Theater an 
der Wien, and worked on Alceste at the Staatsoper), Amsterdam 
(assisting Loy’s Les vêpres siciliennes and Königskinder), and 
Los Angeles (Turco in Italia). His own directing projects at the 
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Frankfurt Opera include The Excursions of Mr. Brouček to the 
Moon and to the 15th Century by Janáček, Curlew River by 
Benjamin Britten (which received a restaging at the Teatr Wielki 
in Warsaw) and Igor Stravinsky’s The Rake’s Progress. At the 
Salzburg Festival, his credits include Armida, Theodora, and Die  
Frau ohne Schatten with Christof Loy, Shirin Neshat’s Aida, and 
Simon Stone’s Médée. A longtime collaborator at the Teatro Real 
in Madrid, Weidauer’s productions there include Lulu (2009), 
Rodelinda (2017), Don Carlo (2019), and Rusalka (2020), and he will 
return for the revival of Loy’s Arabella this season.

ROBERT JONES | SET DESIGNER
Previously at Lyric:  Giulio Cesare (2007/08).

Jones’s design work was seen on the Lyric 
stage in the touring production of The Light in 
the Piazza (2019/20). He made his Royal Opera 

House Covent Garden debut in 2015, designing sets for Andrea 
Chénier, directed by Sir David McVicar. Other collaborations with 
the director include The Coronation of Poppea (Paris and Berlin), Don 
Carlos (Frankfurt), Giulio Cesare (also Glyndebourne Festival and 
the Metropolitan Opera), Tristan und Isolde (Tokyo and Vienna), Don 
Giovanni (Opera Australia) and Anna Bolena (Metropolitan Opera). 
His other opera designs include Die Fledermaus (Metropolitan 
Opera), Werther (La Coruña), The Elixir of Love (English National 
Opera), and Manon Lescaut (Gothenburg). He has designed more 
than 15 productions for the Royal Shakespeare Company, including 
Romeo and Juliet, Twelfth Night, The Merchant of Venice, Hamlet, 
and Othello; and productions for the National Theatre including 
Look Back in Anger, Noises Off (West End and Broadway), and 
The Playboy of the Western World. West End credits include Fatal 
Attraction, Kiss Me Kate, The Wizard of Oz, The Sound of Music, The 
Prime of Miss Jean Brodie, The Secret Rapture, Benefactors, Calendar 
Girls (UK tour, Australia and Canada), Jolson (Canada and Australia), 
and The Sound of Music (Toronto, UK tour, and Tokyo). 

BRIGITTE REIFFENSTUEL |  
COSTUME DESIGNER
Previously at Lyric: Seven productions since 
1995/96, most recently Il trovatore (2018/19, 
2014/15, 2006/07) and Giulio Cesare (2007/08).

The German costume designer’s work has been seen at opera and 
theater companies worldwide, with productions including Falstaff 
(Canadian Opera Company, La Scala, Metropolitan Opera, Dutch 
National Opera), Faust (Opéra de Lille, Opéra de Monte Carlo, 
Teatro Verdi Trieste, Valencia’s Palau de les Arts Reina Sofía, Opera 
Australia), Peter Grimes (London’s English National Opera, Ópera de 
Oviedo, De Vlaamse Opera, Deutsche Oper Berlin) and Giulio Cesare 
(Glyndebourne, Metropolitan Opera, Opéra de Lille). In Europe she 
has designed costumes for companies including Theater Bonn, the 
Zurich Opera House, Paris’s Théâtre du Châtelet, Madrid’s Teatro 
Real, La Scala, the Théâtre des Champs-Élysées, Stuttgart State 
Theatre, Komische Oper Berlin, Frankfurt Opera, and Deutsche Oper 
am Rhein. She made her debut at London’s Royal Opera in 2003 

with Charles Edwards’s production of Elektra, and subsequently 
returned for Sir David McVicar’s productions of Faust and Adriana 
Lecouvreur, and Robert Carsen’s productions of Falstaff and Der 
Rosenkavalier. She provided costume design for Lyric Opera’s Billy 
Budd (2001/02). Brigitte Reiffenstuel is supported by the Richard P. 
and Susan Kiphart Costume Designer Endowed Chair.

JOACHIM KLEIN | ORIGINAL 
LIGHTING DESIGNER 
Lyric debut

Klein has been the Lighting Supervisor and 
Resident Lighting Designer at Frankfurt 

Opera since 1994, while also working on projects elsewhere  
in Germany and worldwide. In 2013, he became the Head of 
Lighting at Frankfurt Opera, where his recent designs include 
La forza del destino, I Puritani, Tri sestry, Aus einem Totenhaus, 
Capriccio, L’Italiana in Londra, Maskerade, and Bianca e Falliero. His 
engagements elsewhere include Carmen (London, Copenhagen), 
Rodelinda (Madrid, Lyon, and Barcelona), Un ballo in maschera, The 
Fiery Angel and Agrippina (Munich), Saul (Glyndebourne, Adelaide, 
and Houston), Dido and Aeneas/Bluebeard’s Castle (Edinburgh 
and Los Angeles), La traviata (Graz, London, Vienna, and Seattle), 
Salome (Salzburg and Oslo), and Don Carlo (Tokyo).

JAN HARTMANN | REVIVAL 
LIGHTING DESIGNER 
Lyric debut

Hartmann has worked at the Frankfurt Opera 
since 1999 and was appointed lighting master 

in 2010. Current projects include lighting design for the upcoming
Ring cycle at the Erl Festival, Blühen by Vito Žuraj at Frankfurt, 
and Francesca da Rimini at the Erl Winter Games and Frankfurt. 
Previous productions at the Frankfurt Opera include Handel’s 
Amadigi, Britten’s Midsummer Night’s Dream, Idomeneo, 
Orpheus, The Golden Dragon, Julietta, L’Africaine, Dalibor, The 
Cunning Little Vixen, Rigoletto, Pénelopé, La gazzetta, and The 
Medium. He has extensive lighting design experience with 
crossover projects such as the Balthasar Neumann Ensemble’s 
Festa Teatrale in Hong Kong, choreographer Deborah Hay’s As 
Holy Sites Go in Frankfurt, and performances by the Daedalus 
Company in Frankfurt. Since 2013, Hartmann has been a lecturer 
of lighting design at the Offenbach University of Design.

MICHAEL BLACK |  
CHORUS MASTER

The Australian chorus master is beginning his 
11th season at Lyric, having held this position 
at Opera Australia in Sydney from 2001 to 

2013. Black has served in this capacity for such distinguished 
organizations as the Edinburgh International Festival, Opera 
Holland Park (London), the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and, 
in Australia, the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, the Philharmonia 
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Choir, Motet Choir, the Cantillation chamber choir, and the 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. Other activities include preparing 
The Damnation of Faust chorus and Haydn’s Creation at the Grant 
Park Music Festival, where he has worked for two seasons. He 
has served as chorus master for close to 140 different operas on 
four continents, and his work has been recorded and/or aired on 
ABC, BBC, PBS, for many HD productions in movie theaters, and 
on television. Michael Black is supported by the Howard A. Stotler 
Chorus Master Endowed Chair.

ANDREW GEORGE | ORIGINAL 
CHOREOGRAPHER 
Previously at Lyric: Five works since 2007/08, 
most recently Macbeth (2021/22) and Wozzeck 
(2015/16).

The Welsh choreographer’s work has been seen at the Royal 
Opera House in Andrea Chénier (also Barcelona), Les Troyens and 
Adriana Lecouvreur (also La Scala, Metropolitan Opera, Barcelona, 
Vienna, Paris), and Salome. For the English National Opera, he 
choreographed Agrippina (also Barcelona), The Turn Of The Screw, 
The Handmaid’s Tale, and Die Walküre. At Lyric, he previously 
choreographed Rusalka (2013/14), Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg 
(2012/13), and Giulio Cesare (2007/08). His work has been seen at 
the Metropolitan Opera (Agrippina, Cavalleria rusticana/Pagliacci, 
Anna Bolena, Giulio Cesare, and Don Giovanni); Santa Fe Opera and 
Scottish Opera (Falstaff); and Glyndebourne (The Abduction from  the 
Seraglio, Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg, Giulio Cesare (also Lille), 
and Carmen (also Copenhagen and Dallas)). In addition to numerous 
productions for Scottish Opera, Welsh National Opera, and Opera 
North, his work has been seen in Paris at the Châtelet (A Little Night 
Music) and the Théâtre des Champs-Élysées (Ariodante, Semele, 
L’incoronazione di Poppea); La Scala (Tannhäuser); Oper Frankfurt 
(Don Carlos); Wiener Staatsoper and Tokyo (Tristan und Isolde); the 
Salzburg Festival (The Tales of Hoffmann); and the Brussels’s Théâtre 
Royal de la Monnaie (Agrippina, Orphée aux Enfers) in Brussels.

AUGUST TYE | REVIVAL 
CHOREOGRAPHER
Previously at Lyric: 43 productions since 1993/94 
as dancer, choreographer, or ballet mistress, 
most recently Fiddler on the Roof (2022/23) and 
Fire Shut Up in My Bones (2021/22). 

The American dancer and choreographer’s operatic credits include 
remounting the choreography of Lyric’s Iphigènie en Tauride at San 
Francisco Opera and the Royal Opera House Covent Garden. She 
has presented a 20-year retrospective of her work at Chicago’s Vittum 
Theater and Ruth Page Dance Center, as well as in her hometown of 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. A graduate of Western Michigan University, 
Tye performed with the Kalamazoo Ballet, dancing leading roles in 
Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, and The Nutcracker. In addition to Lyric 
and Joel Hall Dancers, she has performed in Chicago with Salt Creek 
Ballet, Second City Ballet, and Chicago Folks Operetta. Tye is artistic 
director at the Hyde Park School of Dance, which she founded in 
1993. Four years later she founded Tyego Dance Project, which has 
performed at Steppenwolf, the Athenaeum, and throughout America 
in a revival of Spike Jones’s Nutcracker. 

SARAH HATTEN |  
WIGMASTER & MAKEUP DESIGNER 

Lyric’s wigmaster and makeup designer has 
worked in a wide repertoire at Des Moines 
Metro Opera, Michigan Opera Theatre (now 

known as Detroit Opera), Columbus Opera, Toledo Opera, the 
Cabrillo Music Festival, and the University of Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of Music. She has also worked at the Glimmerglass 
Festival and the major opera companies of Los Angeles, Omaha, 
Cleveland, Sarasota, and Central City, as well as Wisconsin’s 
American Players Theatre and, in Los Angeles, the Pantages Theatre 
and the Geffen Playhouse. Sarah Hatten is supported by the Marlys 
A. Beider Wigmaster and Makeup Designer Endowed Chair.   
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MUSIC STAFF
William C. Billingham
Susan Miller Hult
Keun-A Lee
Noah Lindquist
Francesco Milioto
Lee Mills^

Jerad Mosbey
Chris Reynolds
Michelle Rofrano
Brett Rowe
Stefano Sarzani
Madeline Slettedahl
Eric Weimer
Zoe Zeniodi

ORCHESTRA
Violin I
Robert Hanford, Concertmaster
 Heather Wittels, Acting 

Assistant Concertmaster
Alexander Belavsky
Kathleen Brauer
Bing Jing Yu
Laura Miller
Rika Seko**
Liba Shacht

Violin II
Yin Shen, Principal
John Macfarlane, Assistant 

Principal
Diane Duraffourg-Robinson
Ann Palen
Irene Radetzky
John D. Robinson
David Volfe
Albert Wang*

Viola
Carol Cook, Principal
Terri Van Valkinburgh, 

Assistant Principal
Frank W. Babbitt
Patrick Brennan
Amy Hess
Melissa Trier Kirk 

Cello
Calum Cook, Principal
Paul Dwyer, Assistant Principal
Mark Brandfonbrener
William H. Cernota
Walter Preucil

String Bass
Ian Hallas, Principal
Samuel Shuhan,
	  Assistant Principal
Andrew L. W. Anderson
Gregory Sarchet
Collins R. Trier

Flute
Marie Tachouet, Principal
Dionne Jackson, Assistant Principal
Rachel Blumenthal** 
Alyce Johnson*

Piccolo
Rachel Blumenthal** 
Alyce Johnson*

Oboe
Paul Lueders**,  

Acting Principal
Judith Zunamon Lewis,  

Acting Assistant Principal

English Horn
Judith Zunamon Lewis

Clarinet
Susan Warner,  

Acting Principal
Danny Mui**,  

Acting Assistant Principal

Bass Clarinet
Danny Mui**

Bassoon
Preman Tilson, Principal
Lewis Kirk, Assistant Principal

Contrabassoon
Lewis Kirk

Horn
Jonathan Boen, Principal
Fritz Foss, Assistant Principal/ 

Utility
Robert E. Johnson, Third Horn
Samuel Hamzem
Neil Kimel

Trumpet
William Denton, Principal
Rebecca Oliverio,  

Acting Assistant Principal

Trombone
Jeremy Moeller, Principal
Mark Fisher, Assistant Principal
Mark Fry**

Bass Trombone
Mark Fry**

Tuba
Andrew Smith, Principal

Timpani
Edward Harrison, Principal

Percussion
Douglas Waddell,  

Acting Principal
Eric Millstein 

Acting Assistant Principal

Harp
Lynn Williams, Principal

Librarian
John Rosenkrans*, Principal
Crozet Duplantier**, Acting 

Principal

Stage Band Contractor
Christine Janicki

STAGE BAND 
MUSICIANS
Daniel Won, clarinet
Wagner Campos, clarinet
Gail Williams, horn
Matthew Oliphant, horn
Brian Goodwin, horn
Renée Vogen, horn
Dave Inmon, trumpet
Shea Kelsay, trumpet
Reed Capshaw, trombone
Adam Moen, trombone
Matthew Gaunt, tuba
Rich Janicki, percussion
Alison Attar, harp
Jerad Mosbey, harmonium 

EXTRA MUSICIANS
Injoo Choi, violin
Renée-Paule Gauthier, violin
Sheila Hanford, violin
Karyn Macfarlane, violin
Michael Shelton, violin
Aurélien Fort Pederzoli, viola 
Rebecca Swan, viola
Paula Kosower, cello
Mara McClain, cello
Isidora Nojkovic, cello
Nicholas Ritter, bassoon
Hanna Sterba, bassoon
Mike Brozick, trumpet
Matt Baker, trumpet

The Lyric Opera Orchestra string sections utilize revolving seating. Players behind the front desk change seats systematically
and are listed alphabetically in the roster above.

	 *	 On leave, 2022/23 Season
	**	 Season Substitute 
	 ^	 Solti Foundation U.S. Opera 
		  Residency

Orchestra & Chorus



31  |  Lyric Opera of Chicago

CHORUS MASTER
Michael Black,  

Chorus Master,
	 The Howard A. Stotler 

Endowed Chair

REGULAR CHORUS
Soprano
Elisa Billey Becker
Sharon Garvey Cohen
Cathleen Dunn
Desirée Hassler
Rachael Holzhausen
Laureen Janeczek-Wysocki
Kimberly McCord
Heidi Spoor
Stephani Springer
Sherry Watkins
Tara Wheeker

Mezzo-Soprano
Marianna Kulikova
Colleen Lovinello
Yvette Smith
Marie Sokolova
Emma Sorenson
Maia Surace
Corinne Wallace-Crane
Pamela Williams
Michelle K. Wrighte

Tenor
Geoffrey Agpalo
Timothy Bradley
Hoss Brock
William M. Combs
John J. Concepcion
Kenneth Donovan
Joseph A. Fosselman
Cullen Gandy
Cameo T. Humes
Tyler Samuel Lee
Thomas L. Potter

Bass
David DuBois
Christopher Filipowicz
Robert Morrissey
Kenneth Nichols
Rafael W. Porto
Craig Springer
Vince Wallace
Nicholas Ward
Ronald Watkins
Nikolas Wenzel
Max Wier
Jonathan Wilson

CORE SUPPLEMENTARY
CHORUS
Soprano
Joelle Lamarre
Emily Mwila
Carla Janzen

Mezzo-Soprano
Christina G. Adams
Cara Collins

Tenor
Jared V. Esguerra
Joe Shadday

Bass
David Govertsen
Nicolai Janitzky

SUPPLEMENTARY 
CHORUS
Soprano
Elise Hurwitz
Katelyn Lee
Rosalind Lee
Leah Rockweit
Diana Stoic

Mezzo-Soprano
Leah Dexter
Christine Ebeling
Elizabeth Frey
Sarah Ponder
Emily Price
Marissa Simmons

Tenor
Matthew Daniel
Klaus Georg
Darell Haynes
Jianghai Ho
Ernest C. Jackson Jr
Nathan Oakes
Steven Michael Patrick
Edward Washington

Bass
Evan Bravos
Matthew Carroll
Michael Cavalieri
Dimitri German
Kirk Greiner
Stephen Hobe
Brian Hupp
Dorian McCall
De’Ron McDaniel
Wilbur Pauley
Douglas Peters
William Powell III
Ian R. Prichard
William Roberts III
Sean Stanton

SUPERNUMERARIES
Nick Crothers+

Bill DuBois
Kyle Scott Eckert+

Gabrielle Fischer+

Steffen Diem Garcia+

Ed Gericke
Linden Guynn, Jr+

Jenny Hale
Alicia Hilton
Benjamin Kelly+

Ian Mason+

Danny Mulae+

Vanessa Passini
Michael DePriest Reed+

Katrina Seabright+ 
William “Doc” Syverson
Thomas Valente
Pete Walters
Roger Warner

+ Lyric debut
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Don Carlos: 
Liberty or the Inquisition?
by Martha C. Nussbaum
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The frail yet powerful Grand Inquisitor looms over Philippe and Don Carlos. 
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Republics sometimes die by conquest from without. 
But they also die by collapse from within. Unlike 
monarchies, which can maintain order simply through 
fear and obedience, republics need their citizens to be 
actively engaged, and this will not happen unless people 
love the institutions in which they live and are willing to 
sacrifice—sometimes only time, sometimes life itself—for 
the ideals that these institutions embody.   

Can this new headless form of government depend 
on people to do the job? Or will weak-willed human 
beings give way to fear and yield their freedom to an 
authoritarian leader—whether religious or secular? 
This question was much debated in the 18th century, 
when Friedrich Schiller made it central to his drama 
Don Carlos (1787), and it was still debated when Verdi—
drawing on Schiller, but also on his own passionate 
involvement in the Risorgimento (a movement for Italian 
unity and republican self-government)—wrote his opera 
Don Carlos (1867). 

This same question stares us in the face today, as some 
nations fight to remain free republics and others give up 
their freedom to autocrats and zealots. Don Carlos is urgent 
for our time. What emotions does the republican cause 
need to inspire? And what does it need to beware of?

In grappling with this question, opera has a major 
advantage over straight drama. (Consider, in Julius 
Caesar, how hard it is even for Shakespeare to depict 
the key role of the people, as they waver in their 
loyalties.) In opera, the chorus can be a key actor, and 
can be divided, plural, wavering, ecstatic—whatever the 
composer needs. Verdi is opera’s great master of choral 
writing. In Don Carlos he uses that mastery to represent 
political emotions that Schiller has no way of depicting—
especially in the auto-da-fé scene where the mob, 
inspired by religious fear and hatred, ignores Carlos’s 
call for Flemish freedom, arrests Carlos and the Flemish 
deputies, and consigns a group of heretics to the flames. 
All in all, Don Carlos is among our most profound operas 
about political emotions.    

If republics are to survive, they also need to ponder the 
emotions of individuals and their relationship to the public 
cause—a problem as old as the civil wars depicted in 
Greek tragedy and one that opera, with its deep probing 
of the inner world, is also well equipped to depict. 
Sometimes personal relationships support the public 
cause, but often they are in tension with it. Schiller’s 
drama contains many long speeches on this theme, but 
Verdi’s opera, with its remarkable compression of ideas, 
gets to the heart of the issue; Carlos and Rodrigue share 

a passionate love of liberty that burns, they say, like a 
flame (in the duet “God, you sow in our spirits a ray of 
the same fire”) and animates their friendship. But later, 
when Rodrigue, doing Philippe’s bidding, asks Carlos 
to surrender his sword, drawn for the sake of that same 
republican cause, we hear the liberty theme recurring 
ironically in the background.    

Every major character in the opera save one faces a tragic 
conflict between personal love and political duties, and 
Verdi illuminates these conflicts with unparalleled subtlety, 
as Philippe (much more complicated and genuinely tragic 
than in Schiller) wavers between love of his wife and the 
needs of state, and between love of Rodrigue and the 
Inquisitor’s command to surrender him. Carlos, Rodrigue, 
Eboli, and Elisabeth all, similarly, grapple with conflicts 
between public duty and private passion and between 
multiple loves.  

The only character who is free from conflict is the 
Inquisitor, who insists (in Schiller, though the same 
absence of human recognition is in the music Verdi 
writes for him) that people do not matter as individuals—
“Mankind is numbers, Nothing but numbers”—and 
whose only goal is increasing the power of the 
Inquisition. Don Carlos is a long opera because of the 
number of complex characters it contains and whose 
conflicts it probes, but where Schiller often feels tedious 
and wordy, the opera is always taut and throbbing with 
masterfully delineated passion.

“This opera was born in fire and flames,” wrote 
Verdi. And indeed its time was a dark one in Italian politics, 
in which the future of republican self-government was on 
the line and the menacing hand of church authority felt 
everywhere. Verdi had long been a central figure in the 
Risorgimento (not a radical republican like Garibaldi and 
Mazzini, but more of a pragmatist like Cavour, willing to 
accept a constitutional monarchy) and utterly devoted to 
Italian unification and self-determination. From early on, 
his operas allude to the liberation movement, especially 
in The Battle of Legnano (1849). Verdi was elected in 1859 
as a member of the new provincial council, but declined 
the office. By this time he was openly identified with 
the nationalist cause, and “Viva Verdi” was used as an 
acronymic code for Viva Victor Emanuele Re D’Italia (the 
liberal king who sought a constitutional monarchy). In 
1861, Verdi was finally convinced to stand for office in the 
Chamber of Deputies, agreeing on the condition that he 
would resign shortly after.

Self-government had powerful enemies, in particular 
Pope Pius IX (1792-1878), who became pope in 1848, and 
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was 75 when Don Carlos premiered. Initially sympathetic 
to the Risorgimento, he changed course and adopted an 
extreme conservative and church-authoritarian posture. In 
1864 he issued a “Syllabus of Errors,” an attack on all forms 
of liberalism, religious toleration, personal autonomy, and 
national self-determination which still makes chilling reading. 
He reversed the religious toleration laws of the Republic 
and reinstituted the Jewish ghetto, which he had previously 
opened. He also masterminded the notorious kidnapping of 
Edgardo Mortara, a boy taken by force from his Jewish home 
at the age of six, when a former servant said that she had 
baptized him during a time of illness. (This kidnapping has 
been defended only recently by a conservative legal scholar at 
Harvard University, with appeal to religious authority!) Verdi 
clearly saw the Catholic Church as a major foe of republican 
freedom. In 1866 he wrote to a friend that if war broke out 
he would be “the first target—not of the Germans but of the 
priests.” And war indeed threatened.

It was at this fraught time, in 1864, that Verdi was 
invited to Paris to compose a work for the Paris Opéra. 
He agreed, and after considering several other ideas—
including King Lear, which he rejected as lacking 
spectacle—he turned to Schiller’s play, marking the fourth 
time (after Giovanna D’Arco (1845), I Masnadieri (1847) 
and Luisa Miller (1849)) he had turned to the German 
poet. He worked closely with librettists Camille Du Locle 
and Joseph Méry, insisting on keeping two scenes from 
Schiller to which he was especially attached: the scene 
between Philippe and Rodrigue, with its passionate 
argument for freedom of speech and belief, and the 
pivotal scene between Philippe and the Grand Inquisitor. 
(The librettists complied in a masterfully compressed 
manner.) Verdi explicitly stipulated that the Inquisitor be 
“blind and very, very old.” He also asked for additions, 

especially the auto-da-fé scene, which satisfied his taste 
for spectacle, and also made an emphatic statement about 
the danger of fearful obedience to religious authority.

Meanwhile, war broke out: Prussia and Italy on one 
side, Austria and France on the other. Verdi felt great 
guilt at being away from Italy at this time, writing as 
he prepared to return, reluctantly, to Paris that he was 
“ashamed to keep myself busy with notes in these difficult 
and anguish-laden moments.” And, in another letter, “I 
would have tried hard, I would have done whatever small 
good I could, and I would have enjoyed it and suffered 
with my own people.” He tried to get out of his contract 
twice, and was refused, and eventually decided that he 
must stay in order to avoid costly litigation. The war, as it 
turned out, was over quickly, and Italy was on the winning 
side, gaining control over Venice and Venetia under the 
Treaty of Vienna—thus the Austro-Prussian War is also 
known as the Third Italian War of Independence.  

Rehearsals began, but Verdi’s mood, briefly lightened 
by political events, darkened again with the death of 
his father, Carlo, in January 1867, which provoked a 
prolonged depression. But after avoiding rehearsals for a 
month, Verdi returned, preparing the work for its much-
delayed March 11 premiere. Because of the rigid Paris 
schedule (no earlier than 7 PM, no later than midnight 
because of the last train to the suburbs), he had to make 
last-minute cuts of 15 minutes, including an opening 
scene in which Elisabeth is asked for help by suffering 
woodcutters, and a duet between Philippe and Carlos 
after the death of Rodrigue.  (These scenes exist and are 
occasionally restored, but they will not be performed in 
Lyric’s production.) 

Throughout the opera’s multinational history, Verdi made 
many changes and cuts, so there are many authentic 
versions, one of which—the five-act revision created for 
Modena in 1886—Lyric is performing. One thing Verdi never 
did, however, was write Italian words or compose for an 
Italian text. Others translated the libretto, and he did not 
protest, but it is clear that the music is written for the French 
text, and is best performed in that language.

Given its history, it is no surprise that Don Carlos 
contains trenchant and unforgettable depictions of 
religious imperialism and human weakness, as the 
crowd prefers religious fear to the call of liberty, and as 
Philippe surrenders Rodrigue to the Inquisitor out of 
personal guilt and fear. But, equally characteristic of its 
composer, it also contains sympathetic and even merciful 
depictions of human torment and frailty, in Philippe, 
Rodrigue, and Eboli. Only the Inquisitor receives no 
mercy from Verdi’s capacious humanism, because he is 
the only character unmoved by human love. 

Carlos and Elisabeth wrestle with 
their private passions.  
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Rodrigue (at right) implores Don Carlos to take action.
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Schiller’s play ends abruptly, as Philippe, turning Carlos 
over to the Inquisitor, says, “Cardinal, I have done 
my part. Now do yours.” Verdi’s ending is far more 
mysterious:  A monk who may or may not be Charles V 
(who is supposed to have died years earlier) appears and 
apparently saves Carlos from the Inquisition—but only 
by drawing him into the monastery. This ending does 
incorporate some of the spectacle that Verdi so loved, 
but it has been found deeply unsatisfactory by many: Is it 
darker or less dark? What really becomes of Carlos and 
his cause? The audience is invited to ponder this puzzle. 
I myself find Verdi’s invitation to ponder liberating rather 
than unsatisfactory.  

In one way, Verdi’s ending is darker than Schiller’s: The 
playwright repeatedly signposts the Enlightenment to 
come, telling his audience that they can look back on these 
grim events from the position of victors in the struggle 
for republican freedom. In the opera, Carlos does make 
a desperate guess that the power of the Inquisition will 
be broken by God, but the murky ending undermines the 
authority of his prediction. Here, I think, Verdi sees more 
deeply than Schiller: The struggle for free speech and 
freedom is perpetual, and it must be fought in the heart 
and mind of every person who loves self-government, 

in every generation—as love of liberty contends with 
superstition and fear of power. We cannot wait for God, 
or even history, to deal with our tyrants. Italy’s future 
was precarious in the 1860’s—with Pius IX lurching from 
liberalism to dark anti-rationalism—just as ours is today, 
with threats against democracy from the forces of anti-
truth, and with a public culture tainted by fear of other 
groups and people. The ending of Don Carlos is as dark  
or “light” as we make it in our lives.  

There is, still, one aspect of the opera that gives us reason 
for optimism about the world, and republican projects 
in it—the personality of its creator, which suffuses the 
entire work with his zeal for liberty, his compassion, 
his unquenchable joy. “To the world, as to the nation he 
helped to found, he left an enduring legacy of music, 
charity, patriotism, honour, grace, and reason,” concludes 
Verdi biographer Mary Jane Phillips-Matz. “He was and 
remains a mighty force for continuing good.” 

Martha C. Nussbaum is the Ernst Freund Distinguished 
Service Professor of Law and Ethics at the University of 
Chicago, appointed in the Law School and the Philosophy 
Department. She is the author, among other books, of The 
Monarchy of Fear (2018)  and Political Emotions (2013).  



Beyond the stage, and beyond the boundaries  
that often define opera companies, Lyric is 
igniting creativity across Chicago. Through 
innovative learning opportunities, creative 
exploration, and artistic creation and 
collaboration, Lyric, with your support, 
encourages students, educators, families, 
audiences, and Chicagoans from  
neighborhoods across the city to share 
their voices and embrace the power and 
relevance of opera as a catalyst for growth 
and change.
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Opera in the Neighborhoods brings teachers, students, and parents together to experience the art form.
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Beyond  
the stage
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On the road again

“So here’s the interesting thing,” says Elise LaBarge, a 
longtime teaching artist with Lyric and now Learning Programs 
Manager for Lyric Unlimited, Lyric Opera’s learning and creative 
engagement division. “Opera in the Neighborhoods is a project 
that that not only connects us with our community partners, 
but also every corner of the company. Our artistic department is 
involved in casting and commissioning. Artists from the Patrick 
G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center have often performed. 
There’s a marketing component, and there’s a huge technical 
component—a whole team dedicated to rehearsing, mounting, 
and moving the production.”
	 Indeed, for most of its existence, Opera in the 
Neighborhoods offerings have been small-scale touring 
productions, specially created to be enjoyed by third through 
eighth graders. Over the past decade, the performances have 
reached well over 100,000 students. The venues have changed 
year to year, but in all cases they are in the neighborhoods 

where the students live and go to school. Though the programs 
have often taken place in the fall, this year they will move to 
the spring, says Jill LeCesne Potter, who became Lyric’s Senior 
Director of Learning Programs this past summer, after 18 years 
with the Urban Gateways arts organization. That’s in part to be 
sensitive to the lingering uncertainty around what’s right for 
individual host locations and school populations.
	 “We’re not sure just yet how schools will feel about inviting 
other school populations into their buildings given the impact of 
the pandemic,” Potter says, “so we are limiting the number of sites 
this year, geographically focusing our efforts to reach as many 
students as possible across the city and beyond. After a series of 
performances at locations to be determined, the final shows will 
take place in May in partnership with the Reva and David Logan 
Center for the Arts on the University of Chicago campus. The 
center already delivers arts programming to area schools as part 
of its matinee series, so the venue makes for an especially good fit. 

Opera in the Neighborhoods revives this season, bringing works 

commissioned for young audiences to the places where they live. 

A grand scene from The Scorpions’ Sting, the 2017/18 production of Opera in the Neighborhoods, which will be remounted this spring.
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Opera in the Neighborhoods has evolved in numerous ways 
over the years. Early on, the series consisted of abridged, family-
friendly versions of canonical operas, an approach familiar 
to most arts educators (and to most parents, for that matter). 
“There would be a mini Magic Flute, a mini Barber of Seville, 
and so on,” LaBarge says. For the 2014/15 Season fall tour, after 
extensive surveying of all the stakeholders, Lyric decided to 
commission original works, as well as search out new works, 
written specifically for younger audiences, exploring themes that 
resonated with those audiences.
	 Over the years, the productions have varied greatly in topic 
and style, all being performed at the professional level required of 
any Lyric show. In Lyric’s 2015/16 season, the commission went to 
on-the-rise composer (and MacArthur genius) Matthew Aucoin, 
whose Second Nature, set 100 years into the future, tackled 
climate change (and kids’ relations with pesky adults). The 2019/20 
Season offering, premiering not long before the pandemic, was 
Earth to Kenzie, co-commissioned with Seattle Opera and written 
by Francis Pollock and Jessica Murphy Moo. That story centered 
on “a fifth grader with homework, asthma, and a big imagination,” 
as its program notes; when she and her mother have to move 
into a family shelter, Kenzie finds refuge in the world of video 
games. The show is lively and entertaining, while dealing with 
housing insecurity and self-respect. In May 2020, Lyric created 
an innovative site-specific production of Hansel & Gretel in the 
Park, directed by Matthew Ozawa (now Lyric’s new Chief Artistic 

Administration officer), with costumes and set design by Lyric’s 
highly regarded Scott Marr and featuring gender fluid casting. 
Audiences experienced the various scenes of the show—which 
was also filmed and made available to teachers and students via 
streaming—by literally strolling through the Walking Stick Woods 
nature area in North Park Village. 
	 Among the most successful offerings to date is The Scorpions’ 
Sting, which is being revived this year. Premiered in 2017, the work, 
by acclaimed Canadian composer and librettist Dean Burry, takes 
as its inspiration the ancient Egyptian legend of Isis and the Seven 
Scorpions. Geared for audiences aged 7–12, the story follows a 
group of young archaeology students in a race against time to save 
their professor, who has been stung by a poisonous scorpion. Set 
in a world full of wonder and mystery, the opera explores themes 
about the quest for knowledge and the power of forgiveness.
	 Stories like these, which capture the imaginations of 
school-aged children, can increase the multifaceted benefits 
of arts programs. Educators, Potter says, have seen “two years 
not necessarily lost to COVID, but that were compromised by 
COVID. Opera in the Neighborhoods can not only foster a love 
of the arts in young audiences, but also help to increase student 
engagement in school while supporting young people in their 
social and emotional development.”
	 Learn more about The Scorpions’ Sting and other Lyric 
Unlimited programming by visiting www.lyricopera.org/learn-
engage/   

In The Scorpions’ Sting, the students must find a way to help their afflicted teacher.
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To keep opera a must-see, must-hear experience,  
the art form needs outstanding artists who can 
convey through singing and acting the emotional 
range and engaging storytelling that are opera’s 
hallmarks. Lyric, through The Patrick G. and  
Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center, identifies 
exceptionally talented emerging artists from 
around the world and provides them with 
comprehensive training and performance 
opportunities. On the world’s stages, the  
Center’s impressive roster of alumni continually 
proves the value of training at Lyric.

Standing L-R: Kathryn Henry, Donald Lee III, Ian Rucker, Ron Dukes, Katherine DeYoung, Alejandro Luévanos, Denis Vélez
Sitting L-R: Lunga Eric Hallam, Laureano Quant, Ryan Capozzo, Martin Luther Clark, Lindsey Reynolds, Wm. Clay Thompson, Chris Reynolds
Front L-R: Luther H. Lewis III, Tess Naval
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Sopranos
Kathryn Henry
Lindsey Reynolds
Denis Vélez

Mezzo-soprano
Katherine DeYoung

Tenors
Ryan Capozzo
Martin Luther Clark
Lunga Eric Hallam
Alejandro Luévanos 

Baritones
Laureano Quant
Ian Rucker

Basses
Ron Dukes
Wm. Clay Thompson

Conductor/Pianist
Donald Lee III

Pianist
Chris Reynolds

Stage Director
Luther H. Lewis III

Stage Manager
Tess Naval

Ryan Opera 
Center
The 2022/23 Ryan Opera Center Ensemble
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RENÉ BARBERA 
Previously at Lyric: Twelve roles since 2009/10, most recently Italian Singer/Der 
Rosenkavalier (2015/16), Ernesto/Don Pasquale (2012/13). Also this season: Duke/Rigoletto, 
Dallas Opera; Nemorino/The Elixir of Love, Royal Opera House Muscat. 

Among the many memorable moments of my three seasons with the Ryan Opera Center 
(2009−2012) was working with senior colleagues who were performing at Lyric. I learned 
so much from Frank Lopardo about the role of Nemorino in The Elixir of Love—and about 
singing—and I carry that knowledge with me to this day. For these and numerous other 
lessons and experiences that shaped my artistry and enabled me to successfully launch 
my career, I will always be deeply grateful.

Kathleen Kim
The Hours
The Metropolitan 
Opera

Roger Honeywell
The Shining
Lyric Opera of 
Kansas City

Diana Newman
Così fan tutte
Houston Grand 
Opera

Administration
Dan Novak
	 Director, The Ryan Opera Center 

Board Endowed Chair

Craig Terry
	 Music Director
	 The Jannotta Family Endowed 

Chair

Julia Faulkner
	 Director of Vocal Studies
	 Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation

Renée Fleming
	 Advisor

Susanna McNatt
	 Manager

Annika Donnen
	 Associate Librarian

Faculty
Julia Faulkner
	 Vocal Instruction
	 Robert and Ellen Marks Ryan 

Opera Center Vocal Studies 
Program Endowment, in memory 
of Gianna Rolandi

Deborah Birnbaum
Sir Andrew Davis
Renée Fleming
Enrique Mazzola
Gerald Martin Moore
Patricia Racette
	 Guest Master Artists

William C. Billingham
Alan Darling
Laurann Gilley
Jonathan Gmeinder

Noah Lindquist
Celeste Rue
Eric Weimer
	 Coaching Staff

Emanuele Andrizzi
	 Conducting Instruction

Isabelle Druc
Julia Savoie Klein
Derek Matson
Klára Moldová
Sharon Peterson
Alessandra Visconti
	 Foreign Language Instruction

August Tye
	 Movement Instruction

Orit Carpenter
Beth Clayton
	 Performance Psychology

Roger Pines
	 Guest Lecturer and Consultant

Katrina Bachus
Rachel A. Tobias
	 Production Mentors

Artistic/Production Personnel
Enrique Mazzola
Stefano Sarzani
	 Conductors

Kristine McIntyre
	 Director

Peggy Stenger
Bill Walters
	 Stage Managers

PROGRAM STAFF

THIS SEASON

Ryan Opera  
Center alumni  
around the world
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Lyric’s world premiere of The Factotum is generously made possible by the Ford Foundation, Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center Board, Roberta L. & 
Robert J. Washlow, the John R. and Grace K. Stanek Charitable Fund, Gene & Jean Stark, OPERA America, the Bill & Orli Staley Foundation, and Mary 
Stowell.  Lyric’s world premiere of Proximity is generously made possible by an Anonymous Donor, OPERA America and support from the National Endowment 
for the Arts.  Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official Airline, American Airlines, and acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council Agency.

BE AMONG THE FIRST TO EXPERIENCE TWO WORLD PREMIERE WORKS

LIVERMAN/RICO

A story with heart and soul that 
redefines what opera can be. 

February 3 - 12
Performed at the Harris Theater

Starring Will Liverman, Gabriella Reyes, and Norman Garrett

Conductor Kedrick Armstrong    Director Rajendra Ramoon Maharaj

Be entertained. Be informed. Be activated.

March 24 - April 8

lyricopera.org/proximity

Starring Talise Trevigne, John Holiday, Gordon Hawkins, Zoie Reams, and Lucia Lucas

Conductor Kazem Abdullah    Director Yuval Sharon    Curated by Renée Fleming

Works by Daniel Bernard Roumain & Anna Deavere Smith, 

Caroline Shaw & Jocelyn Clarke, John Luther Adams & John Haines

lyricopera.org/factotum



With the generous support of individuals and  
organizations, Lyric is leading the advancement  
of opera in America—continually advancing 
artistic excellence, increasing relevance and 
reach for both traditional and new audiences, 
engaging our diverse communities through 
signature learning and exploration initiatives, 
and expanding our role as a cultural cornerstone  
in Chicago. You are our partners in this 
important shared enterprise—and we 
sincerely thank you.

To
d

d
 R

o
se

n
b

e
rg

Sandra Radvanovsky performs in The Three Queens
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Thank you for 
your support
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Bravissimi 

We gratefully acknowledge the members of the Lyric family who have 
contributed a total of $1 million+ throughout the history of the company. 
Lyric thrives due to the incredible generosity of these individuals, 
foundations, and corporations.

$50,000,000+
The Facilities Fund of Lyric Opera of Chicago and 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra, John H. Bryan°, James 
W. Cozad°, H. Laurance Fuller, and Patrick G. Ryan

$30,000,000+
Nancy W. Knowles°

$15,000,000+
Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh Ryan

$10,000,000+
Julie & Roger Baskes 
The Chicago Community Trust
J. Thomas Hurvis & Ann Andersen  

and the Caerus Foundation
Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust  

and The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
National Endowment for the Arts
The Negaunee Foundation

$7,500,000+
Anonymous 
The Crown Family
Sonia Florian
Julius Frankel Foundation
Martha Jacobshagen°
John D. & Alexandra C. Nichols
Anne & Chris Reyes

$5,000,000+
Anonymous (4) 
Abbott Fund
Ameritech/SBC/AT&T
Stefan Edlis° & Gael Neeson
Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa
Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross
Illinois Arts Council Agency
Irma Parker°
The Kiphart Family
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The Monument Trust (UK)
Sidney L. & Bettie B. Port°
Earl & Brenda Shapiro Foundation
Lisbeth Stiffel
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Vance

$2,500,000+
Anonymous (3) 
American Airlines
Aon
Mrs. A. Watson Armour°
Boston Consulting Group
Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin
Henry & Gilda Buchbinder Family
Carolyn S. Bucksbaum
The Butler Family Foundation
Challenge III Fund – Government
City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs  

and Special Events
Nelson D. Cornelius°
Mr.° & Mrs. John V. Crowe
The Davee Foundation
Mrs. Mary B. Galvin
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. William B. Graham°
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Howard L. Gottlieb & Barbara G. Greis
The Grainger Foundation
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund 
Invesco QQQ
ITW
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
Mr.° & Mrs. Fred A. Krehbiel
Josef & Margot Lakonishok
Fred McDougal° & Nancy Lauter McDougal
Malott Family Foundation
Mazza Foundation
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel
Northern Trust
PwC
Daniel F. & Ada L. Rice Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Clarke and Adine Stayman Trusts
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation
Howard A. Stotler°
Mrs. Herbert A. Vance°
Cynthia Wood°

$1,000,000+
Anonymous (3)
Katherine A. Abelson
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Walter F. Bandi° & Elsa E. Bandi°
Bank of America and Merrill Lynch
Baxter International Inc.
James N. & Laurie V. Bay
Marlys A. Beider
BMO Harris Bank
The Brinson Foundation
Bulley & Andrews
Marion A. Cameron-Gray
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
Mr.° & Mrs. James W. Cozad
Joanne Toor Cummings°
The Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation
Deutsche Bank
Exelon
Maxine P. & W. James Farrell
Elaine Frank°
Richard° & Barbara Franke
Brena & Lee A. Freeman, Sr. Charitable Association
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Ambassador & Mrs. Ronald Jay Gidwitz

Ethel & William Gofen
Sue & Melvin Gray.
The Harris Family Foundation
Harold Hartshorne, Jr.°
Mr. & Mrs. Ben W. Heineman°
Walter E. Heller Foundation
H. Earl & Miriam U. Hoover°
Jenner & Block
Kemper Educational & Charitable Fund
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Sanfred Koltun
Kraft Foods
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel & John H. Krehbiel, Jr.
LaSalle Bank
Anne P. Lederer Research Institute
Arthur B. Logan°
Jim° & Kay Mabie
Brooks and Hope McCormick Foundation
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick  

Family Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Trust
Jim° & Vicki Mills/Jon & Lois Mills
Robert & Susan Morrison
Richard M. Morrow°
Allan & Elaine Muchin
Jerome and Elaine Nerenberg Foundation
Susan & Nick Noyes/Make It Better Media Group
Nuveen Investments
Gregory O’Leary & Patricia Kenney Household
David & Sheila Ormesher
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Osborn
I.A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation
Peer & Sarah Pedersen°
Polk Bros. Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
Mrs. Jay A. Pritzker
The Regenstein Foundation
Lloyd E. Rigler - Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation
Harry A. Root, Jr.°
Sara Lee Foundation
Rose L. Shure° & Sidney N. Shure°
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom °
The Wallace Foundation
Lois L. Ward°
Roberta L. Washlow & Robert J. Washlow
Robert & Floretta Weiss
Bernard E. Williams Trust
Zell Family Foundation

° Deceased
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Production sponsors

Lyric is grateful for our 2022/23 Season production sponsors.

Lyric’s 2022/23 Season is presented by 

ERNANI
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+ 

Patricia A. Kenney & Gregory J. O’Leary

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Lead Sponsor: The Negaunee Foundation 
Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa
The Zell Family Foundation
Marlys A. Beider
The Davee Foundation
The Harris Family Foundation

Lori Ann Komisar and Morris Silverman
Randy L. & Melvin R.* Berlin
Ethel & William Gofen

DON CARLOS
Presenting Sponsors: Julie & Roger Baskes
An Anonymous Donor 
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+
Josef & Margot Lakonishok
Sonia Florian 
The Julius Frankel Foundation

LE COMTE ORY
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+ 

HANSEL AND GRETEL

THE FACTOTUM

Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center Board
Roberta L. & Robert J. Washlow
John R. and Grace K. Stanek Charitable Fund 
Gene & Jean Stark

Bill & Orli Staley Foundation
Mary Stowell

CARMEN 

Liz Stiffel
The Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund

PROXIMITY
An Anonymous Donor

WEST SIDE STORY
Lead Sponsor: The Negaunee Foundation
The Davee Foundation
Bank of America

To learn more about Lyric sponsorship opportunities, please visit lyricopera.org/support-lyric/major-investments/production-sponsorships

°Deceased

Additional support for Lyric’s 2022/23 Season is generously provided by the Production Circle. 

+ Enrique Circle
The Enrique Circle is composed of Lyric’s most 

dedicated supporters who are committed to 
championing Maestro Enrique Mazzola’s exciting 
artistic vision and legacy.
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Photo: Hansel & Gretel, 
Dan Rest/Lyric Opera of Chicago

Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official Airline, American Airlines,  

and acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council Agency.

Give the gift of 
opera this season!

Nothing compares to the joy of live performance. 

Why not share that joy with your loved ones this 

holiday season?

Find more details and 

complete your order at 

lyricopera.org or by calling 

Audience Services at 

312.827.5600.

Here are some great ways to give the gift of Lyric:

• Gift Certificates: These never expire, and can be redeemed online, in person, or by 

phone at 312. 827.5600. Purchase online and print out your gift certificate instantly! 

• Create a package: For the opera lover, more is more! Curate a series of three or  

more operas that you know they’ll love.  

• Make a donation: For the opera lover who has everything (including opera tickets): 

Make a commemorative gift to Lyric in their honor or memory. Your gift will bring life to 

music they love so well.
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Add your voice to our  
chorus of caring, loyal,  
compassionate donors.

Support Lyric Opera of Chicago
lyricopera.org/donatenow
312.827.3500

Photo: Kyle Flubacker
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Add your voice to our  
chorus of caring, loyal,  
compassionate donors.

Support Lyric Opera of Chicago
lyricopera.org/donatenow
312.827.3500

Photo: Kyle Flubacker

Supporting our future—
endowments at Lyric
As a perpetual fund that annually distributes a designated portion  
of earnings and investment income, endowments provide a steady  
source of funding so Lyric can be a leader in the opera world— 
now and into the future. 

LYRIC ENDOWED CHAIRS 
Supports	 Established by
Chorus Master	 Howard A. Stotler
Concertmaster	 Mrs. R. Robert Funderburg, 

 		     in honor of Sally Funderburg
Costume Designer	 Richard P. and Susan Kiphart
General Director	 The Women’s Board,  

		     in loving memory 
			      of Ardis Krainik
Lighting Director	 Mary-Louise and James S. Aagaard, 
			      in honor of Duane Schuler
Music Director	 John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols
Production and Technical 	 Allan and Elaine Muchin
	 Director+	
Wigmaster and Makeup 	 Marlys A. Beider, in loving 
	 Designer+	    memory of Harold Beider
Ryan Opera Center Director	 The Ryan Opera Center Board
Ryan Opera Center	 Edgar D. Jannotta Family
	 Music Director

LYRIC PRODUCTION ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Supports	 Established by
Baroque Operas	 Anonymous
Bel Canto Operas	 Mr. and Mrs. William H. Redfield+

French Operas	 W. James and Maxine P. Farrell
German Operas	 Irma Parker
Italian Operas	 NIB Foundation
Mozart Operas	 Regenstein Foundation,  

		     in honor of Ruth Regenstein
Puccini Operas	 Mary Patricia Gannon+

Verdi Operas	 Guild Board
Wagner Operas	 Anonymous

LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Sarah and A. Watson Armour III Endowment
Shirley and Benjamin Gould Endowment
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Endowment
Public Engagement Endowment Fund

DISCOVER LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS
The Grainger Foundation, for the NEXT program
Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner Endowment Fund+

RYAN OPERA CENTER ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment+

Thomas Doran Endowment+

Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro Endowment+

James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment+

H. Earl and Miriam U. Hoover Endowment Fund
J. Thomas Hurvis Endowment Fund,  

in memory of Richard P. Kiphart
Robert and Ellen Marks Ryan Opera Center Vocal Studies Program, 

in memory of Gianna Rolandi+

Lois B. Siegel Endowment+

Joanne Silver Endowment+

Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk Endowment+

LYRIC UNLIMITED — LEARNING AND CREATIVE 
ENGAGEMENT ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Katherine A. Abelson Education Endowment
Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment+

Raynette and Ned Boshell Endowment
George F. and Linda L. Brusky Youth Education Endowment+

The Chapters’ Education Endowment, in memory of Alfred Glasser
James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment+

Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner Endowment Fund+

With major support provided 
from the Nancy W. Knowles Student 
and Family Performances Fund
During her lifetime, Carol Fox Award recipient 
Nancy Knowles generously invested her 
time, talents, and leadership to advance Lyric 

through her membership on the Board of Directors, Executive 
Committee, and the Guild Board. In recognition of her extraordinary 
gift to the Campaign for Excellence, Lyric named the Nancy W. 
Knowles Lobby in 2007. Later, Nancy made a significant gift in 
support of the Breaking New Ground Campaign, creating the 
Nancy W. Knowles Student and Family Performances Fund, which 
she secured by including Lyric as a beneficiary of her estate—a 
remarkable continuation of her lifetime generosity. Lyric will forever 
be grateful for Nancy’s extraordinary generosity and for creating a 
fund through her thoughtful gift planning that will support children 
and family programming at Lyric for years to come.

+Future Planned Gift  These donors have named Lyric in their will, trust, IRA, or other planned giving possibilities to establish an endowment fund in their name to support Lyric, its programs, 

and positions forever. Learn how to leave a lasting legacy by contacting Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or email mbiver@lyricopera.org.



The Ardis Krainik Society

PASSION...
Pass it on.

To learn more about leaving a lasting legacy at Lyric, 
please contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning 
mbiver@lyricopera.org  |  312.827.5655
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“
Experiencing great opera 
has been a rewarding part 
of our lives. We believe it’s 
the duty of our generation 
to make opera available 
for future audiences, that’s 
why we’ve included Lyric 
in our estate plans.
William A. & Rhoda Ann Miller
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ARIA BENEFACTORS
Lyric would like to acknowledge 
the extraordinary philanthropy 
of the following individuals who 
have made significant legacy 
commitments of $1,000,000 or more 
and who comprise the Aria 
Benefactors of the Ardis Krainik 
Society. 

Anonymous (5)
Paul & Mary Anderson  

Family Foundation
Marlys A. Beider
Dr. C. Bekerman
Dr. Gerald & Mrs. Linda Budzik 
Christopher Carlo &  

Robert Chaney
David° & Orit Carpenter
Robert F. Finke
Amanda & Matthew Fox  
Mary Patricia Gannon
James K. Genden &  

Alma Koppedraijer
Bruce A. Gober MD &  

Donald H. Ratner°
Howard Gottlieb
Sue & Melvin Gray
Dr. Petra B. Krauledat &  

Dr. W. Peter Hansen
Philip G. Lumpkin
John Nigh
Julia Pernet
Lyn & Bill Redfield
Richard Ryan
Diane Marie Tkach &  

James F. Freundt 
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson
Rabbi Larry° & JoAnne  

Johnson Winer  
Stephen R. Winters &  

Don D. Curtis    
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak &  

James C. Kemmerer
Drs. Russ & Joan Zajtchuk
Anne Zenzer

SOCIETY MEMBERS
Anonymous (148) 
Valerie & Joseph Abel
Louise Abrahams
Richard Abram & Paul Chandler
Carol A. Abrioux
Dr. Whitney Addington
Ginny Alberts-Johnson &  

Lance Johnson

Carl H. & Cynthia Albright
Judy L. Allen
Louise E. Anderson
Catherine Aranyi
L. Robert Artoe
Bert Badillo
Richard N. Bailey
David Gerald Baker
Susann Ball
Randolph & Lorraine Barba 
Margaret Basch
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Beata
Mrs. Bill Beaton
Martha Bell
Daniel J. Bender
Lynn Bennett
Julie Anne Benson
Charles E. & Nancy T. Berg
Joan Israel Berger
Barbara Bermudez
Susan Bernstein
Kyle & Marge Bevers
Patrick J. Bitterman
M. J. Black & Mr. C Lancy
Richard Blackwell
Dr. Debra Zahay Blatz
Merrill & Judy Blau
Ann Blickensderfer
D. Jeffrey & Joan H. Blumenthal
Marlene R. Boncosky
Mr. & Mrs. John Jay Borland
Ned & Raynette Boshell
David Boyce
Dr. & Mrs. Boone Brackett
Christine & Paul Branstad  

Family Foundation
Robert & Phyllis Brauer
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
Candace Broecker Loftus
Daniel A. & Leona B. Bronstein
Carol & Alan Brookes
Kathryn Y. Brown
Richard M. & Andrea J. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Edward H. Bruske III
George F. & Linda L. Brusky
Steven & Helen Buchanan
Dr. Gerald & Mrs. Linda Budzik
Lisa Bury
John E. & Alice Butler
Robert J. Callahan
Amy & Paul Carbone
Carla Carstens & Theodore Herr
Patrick Vincent Casali
Dinah Jacobs Castle 
Esther Charbit
Jeffrey K. Chase, J.D.

Ramona Choos
J. Salvatore L. Cianciolo
Heinke Clark
Robert & Margery Coen
Elaine Collina
Peter & Beverly Conroy
Sharon Conway
Sarah J. Cooney
Dr. W. Gene Corley Family
Joseph E. Corrigan
Paul T. & Elaine D. Cottey
Una Creditor
Barbara L. Dean
Phyllis Diamond
Roger & Linelle Dickinson
Ms. Janet E. Diehl
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Dillon
Catherine R. DiNapoli
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard J. Dobroski
Thomas M. Dolan
Mary Louise Duhamel
Kathleen Dunn
Roma Krystyna Dybalski
Richard L. Eastline
Carol A. Eastman
Judy Eckberg
Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro 

Endowment Fund
Lucy A. Elam,  

in memory of Elizabeth Elam
Mr. & Mrs. Don Elleman
Cherelynn A. Elliott
Terrence M. W. Ellsworth
Dr. James A. Eng
La & Philip Engel
Susanna & Helmut Epp
Erika E. Erich
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Ericson
Dr. & Mrs. James Ertle
Ms. Mary T. Ethier
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
Martha L. Faulhaber
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Y. Feng
Felicia Finkelman
Jack M. & Marsha S. Firestone
Eloise C. Foster
Barbara Gail Franch
James Victor Franch
Patricia & Maurice J. Frank
Richard J. Franke
Ms. Susan Frankel
Thomas H. Franks, Ph.D.
Allen J. Frantzen
Penny & John E. Freund
Dr. Paul Froeschl
Marie & Gregory Fugiel

Sheilah Purcell Garcia, Lady Witton
George & Mary Ann Gardner
Scott P. George
Melinda E. Gibson, MD,  

in memory of Sylvia M. Morrison
Norden S. Gilbert
John F. Gilmore
Michael Goldberger
Mr. & Mrs. Delmon Grapes
Rick Greenman
Dr. J. Brian Greis
James R. Grimes
Patricia Grogan
Carolyn Hallman
Carl J. Halperin
Mr. Edwin Hanlon
Miss Patricia O. Hanlon
Ms. Geraldine Haracz
Mary Kathryn Hartigan
Julian W. Harvey
Andrew Hatchell
William P. Hauworth
Dr. & Mrs. David J. Hayden
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Josephine E. Heindel
Allen W. Heinemann &  

William Borden
Mary Mako Helbert
Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder
Mrs. Marion Hoffman
Stephen D. Holmes
Edith A. Holst
Mary & Jim Houston
H. Eileen Howard &  

Marshall Weinberg
Sarah & William Hufford
Kenneth N. Hughes
Michael Huskey
Cpt. Bernardo Iorgulescu, USMC 

Memorial Fund
Merle Jacob
J. Jeffrey Jaglois
Edgar D. Jannotta
Stanley J. Janowiak
Dr. & Mrs. Todd & Peggy Janus
Barbara Joabson
Diane & Alan Johnson
John Arthur Johnson
Nancy Johnson Vazzano
Ronald B. Johnson
Roy A. & Sarah C. Johnson
Barbara Mair Jones
Janet Jones
Mr. Theodore Kalogeresis
Wayne S. & Lenore M. Kaplan

Gift planning at Lyric
Ardis Krainik Society at Lyric | This group consists of dedicated supporters who 
have designated a special gift through their will, trust, IRA, or other planned giving 
arrangements to benefit Lyric into the future. 

The Ardis Krainik Society

PASSION...
Pass it on.

To learn more about leaving a lasting legacy at Lyric, 
please contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning 
mbiver@lyricopera.org  |  312.827.5655
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“
Experiencing great opera 
has been a rewarding part 
of our lives. We believe it’s 
the duty of our generation 
to make opera available 
for future audiences, that’s 
why we’ve included Lyric 
in our estate plans.
William A. & Rhoda Ann Miller

°Deceased
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Kerma & John Karoly
Kenneth Kelling
Chuck & Kathy Killman
Diana Hunt King
Neil King
R. William Klein, Jr.
Laura & LeRoy Klemt
J. Peter Kline
Helen Kohr
Susan Kryl
Edward & Adrienne Kolb
Barbara A. Kummerer,  

in memory of Thomas H. 
Kummerer

Carol & John Kunze
Mary S. Kurz
Larry Lapidus
Barbara K. Larsen
Angela Larson &  

Bamshad Mobasher
Thomas & Annelise Lawson
Henrietta Leary
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew O. Lewicky
Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Mrs. Paul Lieberman
Carole F. Liebson
Carol L. Linne

Doris C. Lorz
Carolyn Lovering
Carlotta & Ronald Lucchesi
Dorette P. S. Luke
William & Terry Maher
James C. & Suzette M. Mahneke
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Malatesta
Jeanne Randall Malkin
Ann Chassin Mallow
Jennifer J. Malpass
Dr. & Mrs. Karl Lee Manders
Allison R. Manley
Daniel T. Manoogian
Mrs. John Jay Markham
Daniel F Marselle
Judy Marth
Dr. Christine Winter Massie &  

Mr. James Massie
Michael P. Mayer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
Michael M. & Diane Mazurczak
Mrs. David McCandless
James G. & Laura G. McCormick
Gia & Paul McDermott
Nancy Lauter McDougal
Blythe Jaski McGarvie
William F. McHugh

Leoni Zverow McVey &  
Bill McVey

Martina M. Mead
Mr. & Mrs. Leland V. Meader
Bill Melamed
Dr. & Mrs. Jack L. Melamed
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Mesrobian
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Meyers
Barbara Terman Michaels
Margaret & Craig Milkint
Gerry M. Miller
Michael Miller & Sheila Naughten
Susan M. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Edward S. & Barbara L. Mills
Martha A. Mills
Vlasta A. “Vee” Minarich
David & Justine K. Mintzer
BettyAnn Mocek &  

Adam R. Walker
Robert & Lois Moeller
Dr. Virginia Saft Mond
Drs. Bill & Elaine Moor
Allan & Elaine Muchin
Julia Garrofe Munoz
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
Ms. Diana K. Myers

Tom Myles
David J. & Dolores D. Nelson
John H. Nelson
Edward & Gayla Nieminen
Zehava L. Noah
Renate P. Norum
Patricia A. Noska
Linda Moses Novak
Margo & Michael Oberman
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Olson
David & Sheila Ormesher
Jonathan Orser
Gerald L. Padbury
John & Dawn Palmer
Joan L. Pantsios
Robert W. Parsons, M.D.
George R. Paterson
Donald Peck
George Pepper, M.D
Sunday & Charles Perry
Susanne P. Petersson
Shirley Pfenning
Genevieve M. Phelps
Karen & Dick Pigott
Robert M. Pine
Louis A. Pitschmann &  

Lillian A. Clark

Invest in your community
Give your company brand visibility and showcase your commitment to 

a rich and vibrant quality of life: sponsor performances and programs 

at one of Chicago’s most prestigious performing arts organizations. 

Corporate sponsorships support Lyric in creating groundbreaking 

community experiences—while increasing the gravitational pull of our 

art form, our company, and our city.

GET IN TOUCH
Chelsea Lauing | Philanthropy Officer - Institutional Partnerships

clauing@lyricopera.org     312.827.5762

Photo: Kyle Flubacker
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For more information about becoming an Ardis Krainik Society member and the related levels and opportunities associated with membership, 
contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or mbiver@lyricopera.org.

John J. W. Plampin
Drs. Alan & Carol Pohl
Ms. Lois Polakoff
Kenneth Porrello & Sherry McFall
D. Elizabeth Price
Nathaniel W. Pusey
Dr. Sondra C. Rabin
Mary Raffetto-Robins
Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains
Dorothy V. Ramm
Linda Raschke
Christina Rashid
Mr. & Mrs. Keith A. Reed
Michael & Susan “Holly” Reiter
Evelyn R. Richer
Jennie M. Righeimer
Charles & Marilynn Rivkin
Carol Roberts
Jadwiga Roguska-Kyts, M.D.,  

in memory of Robert Kyts
Sylvie Romanowski
James & Janet Rosenbaum
J. Kenneth & Susan T. Rosko
Chatka Ruggiero
Joseph C. Russo
Dennis Ryan
Louise M. Ryssmann
Eugene Rzym,  

in memory of Adaline Rzym
David Sachs
Suzanne & William Samuels
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Schaeffer
Mary T. Schafer
Mrs. Philip H. Schaff, Jr.
Douglas M. Schmidt
Franklin Schmidt
Martha P. Schneider
Ms. Frances A. Schrader
Donald Seibert
Sandra Shane-DuBow
Sherie Coren Shapiro
Charles Chris Shaw
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon M. Shaw
David Shayne
Jared Shlaes
Joanne Silver
Mr. Andrew Barry Simmons & 

Mitchell Loewenthal-Grassini
Ilene Simmons
Larry G. Simpson
Dr. Ira Singer
Margles Singleton
Thomas G. Sinkovic
Craig Sirles
Norman & Mirella Smith
Mr. Reeves E. Smith
Joan M. Solbeck
Mary Soleiman
Philip & Sylvia Spertus
Ms. Gay K. Stanek 

James Staples
Sherie B. Stein
J. Allyson Stern
Lisbeth Cherniack Stiffel
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Stirling
Carol A. Stitzer
Clara Basch Stone
Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Stonebraker
Mary Stowell
Daniel & Norene Stucka
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn L. Stuffers
Emily J. Su
Sherwin A. Swartz
Mr. Charles A. Tausche
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Telander
Cheryl Lorelle Thaxton
L. Kristofer Thomsen
Carla M. Thorpe
Karen Hletko Tiersky
Myron Tiersky
Jacqueline Tilles
Lawrence E. Timmins
Mrs. William C. Tippens
Virginia Tobiason
Paula Turner
Robert & Gloria Turner
Paul & Judith Tuszynski
Ultmann Family Charitable 

Remainder Unitrust
Mrs. Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Cynthia Vahlkamp & Robert Kenyon 

Charitable Trust
Mike & Mary Valeanu
Marlene A. Van Skike
Lorraine & Dave Vander Ark
David J. Varnerin
Raita Vilnins
Malcolm V. Vye, M.D.
Albert Walavich
Darcy Lynn Walker
Gary T. Walther
Albert Wang
Barbara M. Wanke
Louella Krueger Ward
Karl Wechter
Patricia M. Wees
Claude M. Weil
Eric Weimer & Edwin Hanlon
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Weinberg
Joan & Marco Weiss
Joanna L. Weiss
Mrs. Robert G. Weiss
Mrs. Melville W. Wendell
Sandra Wenner
Jane B. White
Claudia Winkler
Nora Winsberg
Mr. David Winter
Florence Winters
Brien & Cathy Wloch

Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood II
Mrs. William Wunder
Bonnie Zeitlin
Daniel R. Zillmann

ESTATE GIFTS
The following estates have 
generously provided gifts of 
bequests and other planned gifts 
to Lyric. Due to space limitations, 
listings include only planned 
gifts received in the past three 
years. With deepest regards, Lyric 
commemorates and remembers 
those departed Lyric patrons who 
have honored us with these most 
profound commitments.

James S. & Mary-Louise Aagaard 
Donald Alderman
Judith Anderson
Mrs. Roger Anderson
Dorothy Avedisian
Constance & Liduina Barbantini
Dr. Michael O. Blackman
Dr. Gregory L. Boshart
Judy Bober
Joan Brugger
Jacqueline Brumlik
Dr. Mary Louise Hirsh Burger &  

Mr. William Burger
Terry J. Burgeson 
Muriel A. Burnet
Wiley Caldwell
June Choate
Ellen Clasen
Ellen Cole Charitable  

Remainder Trust
Colman Family Foundation
Ross & Vivian Conner Trusts
Barbara Coussement
Mrs. Campbell de Frise
Ellen Clasen
Marjorie Louise DeBoos
Barbara K. DeCoster
Victoria Defty
George Devron
Azile Dick
Thomas Doran
Edward Elisberg
Joseph R. Ender
Nadine Ferguson
Darlene & Kenneth Fiske
Roy Fisher
Rhoda & Henry Frank
Thomas Frisch
Mrs. John Wilburn Garland
Lyle Gillman
Robert D. Gray
Mary Elizabeth Mako Helbert

Elsie Heyler
John Edward Hollender
Rebecca Jarabak
Judy Jasper
Laurence P. Johnson
Dr. Anne Juhasz
Stuart Kane
Robert & Jeanne Kapoun
Paul R. Keske
Esther Klatz
Nancy W. Knowles
Karen J. Kuehner
Ruth L. Labitzke
Sarrah & Sadie Lapinsky
Dr. William R. Lawrence
Rosalie Loeding
Arthur B. Logan
Hugo Lorenz
Dr. Alexis W. Maier Trust
Iris Maiter
Bella G. Malis
Robert Marks
Dr. Jack Melamed
Susan Messinger
J. Clifford Moos
Rosemary Murgas  

Charitable Living Trust
David Nelson
Sydelle F. Nelson
Florence C. Norstrom
Louis A. Nyman
Irma Parker
Dr. Frances Pietch
Charles Putnam
Sherrie Kahn Reddick
Mary Lee Reed
Joan Richards
Richard P. Schieler
Lois Schmidt
Caroline Seabright
Lois B. Siegel  
Del Snow
Elaine Soter
Franklin R. St. Lawrence
Barry Sullivan
Janis Sullivan
Peggy Sullivan
Miriam Swanson
David Thurn
Dorothy Vance
Joseph & Elizabeth Walczak
Josephine V. Wallace
Marilee Wehman
Caroline Wheeler
Max & Joyce Wildman
Paul & Virginia Wilcox
Rita A. Zralek

°Deceased
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VIRTUOSO CIRCLE BENEFACTORS
$75,000 to $99,999

Corporate partnership
Lyric appreciates the generosity of its corporate partners.

ARTIST CIRCLE BENEFACTOR
$25,000 to $34,999

ARIA SOCIETY
$1,000,000 and above

$500,000 to $999,999

$100,000 to $249,999

MAESTRO CIRCLE BENEFACTORS
$50,000 to $74,999

$250,000 to $499,999
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To learn more about corporate partnership opportunities, please contact Chelsea Lauing,  
Philanthropy Officer - Institutional Partnerships at clauing@lyricopera.org or 312.827.5762. 

This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by September 1, 2022.

PREMIER PATRONS 
$15,000 to $24,999
Exelon
McMaster-Carr Supply 

Company
Wintrust Community Banks

DISTINGUISHED 
PATRONS 
$10,000 to $14,999
Amsted Industries Foundation 
Baird
Crowe LLP
Italian Village Restaurants
KPMG LLP
Mayer Brown LLP

PATRONS 
$5,000 to $9,999
BNSF Railway Foundation
Chicago Title and Trust 

Company Foundation
FIfth Third Bank
Sahara Enterprises, Inc.

PARTNERS 
$4,000 to $4,999
Howard & Howard Attorneys 

PLLC
Michuda Construction, Inc.

DEVOTEES 
$3,000 to $3,999
American Agricultural 

Insurance Company

ADVOCATES 
$2,000 to $2,999
Innis Law Group
Old Republic International 

Corporation
Shure Incorporated
Skadden

AFICIONADOS 
$1,000 to $1,999
Concierge Unlimited 

International
Bumper Lanes Marketing

MATCHING GIFTS
AbbVie
Allstate Giving Campaign
Bank of America Foundation
Benevity Community Impact 

Fund
Boston Consulting Group
BP Matching Funds Programs
Caterpillar Foundation Inc.
Charityvest
Cybergrants
Emerson Electric Company
Exelon Foundation
GE Foundation
HSBC - North America
IBM Corporation
ITW Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis
John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation
Motorola Foundation
Network for Good
Peoples Gas
PepsiCo Foundation
PNC Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Salesforce
Synchrony Bank
TIFF Charitable Foundation
United Way Metro Chicago
US Bank
W. W. Grainger, Inc.
William Blair
YourCause

SPECIAL THANKS
American Airlines for its 40 
year partnership as the Official 
Airline of Lyric Opera of 
Chicago.

Willkie Farr & Gallagher and 
Craig C. Martin, Chairman, 
Midwest, for the firm’s pro 
bono legal services throughout 
the year.

Warner Classics as the Official 
Education and Promotion 
Music Provider.

IN-KIND GIFTS
American Airlines, Inc.
Brush Creek Ranch
Coco Pazzo
Crain-Maling Foundation
Dentons US LLP
Fellowes, Inc.
The Rhapsody Theater
Shure Incorporated

Lyric Opera of Chicago 
acknowledges support from 
the Illinois Arts Council 
Agency.

Lyric Opera of Chicago is a 
member of OPERA America.
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Annual individual  
and foundation support

Lyric recognizes and appreciates gifts to its operating campaign 
made by generous individuals, foundations, and government 
organizations. Their continued support is vital. 

Julie and Roger Baskes

Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh Ryan

ARIA SOCIETY
$1,000,000 and above

$500,000 to $999,999

The Butler Family Foundation  
John & Alice Butler

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel J. Christopher and Anne N. Reyes 
Foundation

Robert and Penelope Steiner  
Family Foundation

ANONYMOUS 
DONORS (2)

THE DAVEE 
FOUNDATION

Gael Neeson & Stefan Edlis°

THE NEGAUNEE
FOUNDATION
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$250,000 to $499,999

Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich 
M. Gross

Mr. & Mrs. Sanfred Koltun

Josef & Margot Lakonishok Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund 
Fred°& Nancy McDougal

Lisbeth Stiffel

Zell Family Foundation

ANONYMOUS

John R. Halligan Charitable Fund

Marlys A. Beider

GRAMMA FISHER
FOUNDATION OF
MARSHALLTOWN,
IOWA

° Deceased
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$100,000 to $249,999

Mrs. James S. Aagaard° Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin

Marion A. Cameron-Gray Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation Mrs. John V. Crowe

Ethel & William Gofen Howard L. Gottlieb &  
Barbara G. Greis

Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel &  
John H. Krehbiel, Jr.

Sonia Florian 

The Harris Family Foundation  
Caryn & King Harris and 
Pam Friend Szokol

Patricia A. Kenney &  
Gregory J. O’Leary

ANONYMOUS 

James & Brenda Grusecki

MIKE & LINDY 
KEISER

RHODA AND HENRY 
FRANK FOUNDATION

THE RICHARD P.
& SUSAN KIPHART
FAMILY

Lori Ann Komisar &  
Morris Silverman

The Knowles Foundation  
Nancy W. Knowles°
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Mazza Foundation  
Joseph O. Rubinelli, Jr., Mary Jane 
Rubinelli, Nicholas J. Lavezzorio, 
& Joan Lavezzorio Schniedwind

Allan & Elaine Muchin

Jerome and Elaine Nerenberg 
Foundation 

John D. & Alexandra C. Nichols Mr. & Mrs. William A. Osborn

Nancy S. SearleRichard O. Ryan

Susan & Robert Morrison

PENNY PRITZKER & 
BRYAN TRAUBERT

$100,000 to $249,999
Continued

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Vance  
and Mrs. Herbert Vance°  
Carol & William Vance

Roberta L. Washlow &  
Robert J. Washlow

Lois B. Siegel° Donna Van Eekeren Foundation

Jim° & Kay MabiePhillip G. LumpkinMr.° and Mrs. Fred A. Krehbiel

°Deceased

Dr. Scholl Foundation  
Jack° & Catherine Scholl°
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VIRTUOSO CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$75,000 to $99,999
Robin Angly & Miles Smith
David Q. & Mary H. Bell
Amy & Paul Carbone
The Crown Family
Mr. & Mrs. Charles K. Huebner
Gregory & Ann Jones 
OPERA America
Susan M. Ruder
Ms. Gay K. Stanek
Mary Stowell

MAESTRO CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$50,000 to $74,999
Anonymous (4)
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Atkinson, Jr.
The Beaubien Family
The Brinson Foundation
Henry M. & Gilda R. 

Buchbinder Family
Joya Caryl
David° & Orit Carpenter
The Chicago Community Trust 
Sarah Crane
Nancy Dehmlow
Eisen Family Foundation
James & Deborah Fellowes
Amanda C. Fox
Maurice & Patricia Frank
Mira Frohnmayer &  

Sandra Sweet
Sue & Melvin Gray
Walter E. Heller Foundation
Martha A. Hesse
Illinois Arts Council Agency
The Joyce Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kizziah
Rebecca & Lester Knight
Victoria M. Kohn
Dr. & Mrs. Mark F. Kozloff
Mrs. Fred Krehbiel
Chauncey & Marion D. 

McCormick Family 
Foundation

Martha C. Nussbaum
Polk Bros. Foundation
The C. G. Pinnell Family
Betsy & Andy Rosenfield
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Santi
Earl & Brenda Shapiro 

Foundation
Rose L. Shure &  

Sidney N. Shure
Bill & Orli Staley Foundation
Gene & Jean Stark
Michael Steinberg &  

Salme Harju Steinberg
Thierer Family Foundation
Walter Family Foundation

COMPOSER CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$35,000 to $49,999
Ross° & Patricia D. Bender
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Broadie
Greg & Mamie Case
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Cole
Vinay Couto & Lynn Vincent
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Virginia & Gary Gerst
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
Annie & Gregory K. Jones
Julian Family Foundation
Rosalie Loeding
Frank B. Modruson &  

Lynne C. Shigley
Segal Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Trapp

ARTIST CIRCLE
BENEFACTOR
$25,000 to $34,999
Anonymous (2)
Ken & Amy Aldridge
Paul & Mary Anderson
Robert & Isabelle  

Bass Foundation, Inc.
Diane & Michael Beemer
Norman & Virginia Bobins/

The Robert Thomas Bobins 
Foundation

Molly Boed
Fred & Phoebe Boelter
Heidi Heutel Bohn
Buehler Family Foundation
Maree Bullock
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Butler
Joyce E. Chelberg
Lawrence O. Corry
Crain-Maling Foundation
Michael J. Cushing
Mrs. Marcia W. Dam
Anne Megan Davis
Cate & Jim Denny
Ann M. Drake
Mr. Charles Droege &  

Ms. Julie A. Wroblewski
Drs. George & Sally Dunea
Elaine S. Frank Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene F. Fama
Timothy R. Farrell
David & Janet Fox
Mary Patricia Gannon
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Gidwitz
Ruth Ann M. Gillis &  

Michael J. McGuinnis
Dan & Caroline Grossman
Mary Ellen Hennessy
Sandra Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne J.  

Holman III
James & Mary Houston
The Jentes Family Foundation
George E. Johnson

Joseph M. Kacena Endowed 
Fund

Stephen A. Kaplan
Dr. Katherine Knight
Stephen Kohl & Mark Tilton
Silvia Beltrametti Krehbiel &  

Jay Krehbiel
Mr. Thomas V. Linguanti &  

Ms. Olivia Tyrrell
Robert & Evelyn McCullen
Blythe Jaski McGarvie
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew J. McKenna
Susan M. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Todd D. Mitchell
Cellmer/Neal Foundation Fund
Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr. Family 

Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Oberlander
Matt & Carrie Parr
Ingrid Peters

Karen Petitte
Dr. Petra & Mr. Randy O. 

Rissman
Mrs. Robert E. Sargent°
Barbara & Barre Seid 

Foundation
Marsha Serlin & Jerry Sloan
Charles & M.R. Shapiro  

Foundation, Inc.
Elizabeth S. Sheppard
Richard W. Shepro &  

Lindsay E. Roberts
The Simon Family Foundation
Kevin & Dana Smith
Cherryl T. Thomas
Virginia Tobiason
Robert L. Turner
Cynthia Vahlkamp &  

Robert Kenyon
Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom°
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. 

Weinberg
Dr. David H. Whitney &  

Dr. Juliana Chyu
Drs. Joan & Russ Zajtchuk

PREMIER PATRON
$15,000 to $24,999
Anonymous (3)
Richard Abram & Paul 

Chandler
Alexander & Alexander,  

Attorneys at Law

John & Ann Amboian
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Applebaum
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Judith Barnard & Michael Fain
Mrs. James N. Bay
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Beata
C. Bekerman, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Merrill E. Blau
Winston & Lally Brown
Rosemarie & Dean L. Buntrock
Dr. Young Chung Family
Thomas A. Clancy &  

Dana I. Green
Ann Coleman
Susan E. Cremin &  

Paul Dykstra
Allan Drebin
Fred L. Drucker & Hon. Rhoda 

Sweeney Drucker
Stephen Dunbar

Donald & Anne Edwards
Erika E. Erich
Kathleen Field Orr 
Lafayette J. Ford
Helyn D. Goldenberg 
Mr. Jack Graber
Maria C. Green &  

Oswald G. Lewis
Dr. Judith & Mr. Mark C. 

Hibbard
Joel Horowitz
Ronald B. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. L. D. Jorndt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. King
Dr. M.S.W. Lee
David Marshall &  

Dr. Maija Freimanis
Terry J. Medhurst
Dhun Mehta
Martha A. Mills
Charles Morcom
Linda K. & Dennis M. Myers
Jean McLaren & John Nitschke
Brian O’Dea
Sheila & David Ormesher
Mr. & Mrs. Bruno Pasquinelli
Marian Phelps Pawlick
D. Elizabeth Price
Hon. S. Louis Rathje &  

Maria Rosa Costanzo
John W. & Jeanne M. Rowe
Mary Beth Shea

There are moments in opera 
performances that touch  
and humanize us.

Michael H. and Nancy R.

“
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The George L. Shields  
Foundation, Inc.

Louis & Nellie Sieg Fund
Craig Sirles
Christian Vinyard
Cheryl Walczak
Hilary & Barry Weinstein 

Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood II
Debbie K. Wright
John & Evonne Yonover

DISTINGUISHED PATRON
$10,000 to $14,999
Anonymous (9)
Katherine A. Abelson
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Arras
Mr. & Mrs. Larry A. Barden
Paul & Robert Barker 

Foundation
Ron & Queta Bauer
Mr. & Mrs. George Bayly
Mark & Judy Bednar
Mr. & Mrs. D. Theodore 

Berghorst
Mr. & Mrs. Turney P. Berry
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Bowen
Helen Brach Foundation
John & Rosemary Brown 

Family Foundation
Drs. Walter & Anne-Marie 

Bruyninckx
Joy Buddig
Marie Campbell
Margarita Chavez-Tatro &  

Mark Tatro
Sam Crews
Mrs. Marcia W. Dam
Dr. & Mrs. Tapas K. Das Gupta
Decyk Charitable Foundation
Shawn M. Donnelley &  

Christopher M. Kelly 
Dan Draper
Richard & Ingrid Dubberke
Bernard & Nancy Dunkel
Hon. Frank Easterbrook &  

Mrs. B. Englert Easterbrook
Richard B. Egen
Susanna & Helmut Epp
Dr. & Mrs. James O. Ertle
Robert F. Finke
Marc Foster
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 

Etherington
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
The Ferguson-Yntema Family 

Charitable Trust
Film Funds Trust Funds
Theresa M. Forsythe
Steven & Ilana Fradkin
Mr. & Mrs. James V. Franch
Dr. & Mrs. James L. Franklin
Don° & Abby Funk

Carl A. & Fern B. Gaensslen 
Charitable Giving Fund

Ms. Elisabeth O. Geraghty
Mary & Lionel Go
Bruce Gober, M.D.
Judy & Bill Goldberg
Mr. Gerald & Dr. Colette 

Gordon
Phillip & Norma Gordon
Chester A. Gougis &  

Shelley Ochab
David & Elizabeth Graham
Mrs. Mary Winton Green
James R. Grimes
Daniel Groteke &  

Patricia Taplick
Anders & Donna Gustafsson
Dr. James & Mrs. Susan 

Hannigan
Irving Harris Foundation
John Hart & Carol Prins
Lynn Hauser & Neil Ross
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Anne P. Hokin
Linda Samuelson &  

Joel Howell
Capt. Bernardo Iorgulescu,  

USMC Memorial Fund
Laurie & Michael Jaffe
Dr. Carolyn & Dr. Paul Jarvis
Jessen Family
Sarah & Kip Kelley II
Elizabeth Khalil & Peter 

Belytschko
Mr. & Mrs. LeRoy C. Klemt
Dr. Katherine Knight
MaryBeth Kretz &  

Robert Baum
Albert & Rita Lacher
Phillip Lehrman
Lemont Fund
Michael A. Leppen
Dr. Zafra Lerman
Bernard & Averill Leviton
Mrs. Paul Lieberman
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Mages
Jennifer Malpass
Francine Manilow
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. &  

Sandra E. Marjan
Shari Mayes
Mr. & Mrs. James A. McClung
Erma S. Medgyesy
Ms. Britt M. Miller
Drs. Bill & Elaine Moor
Corinne S. Morrissey
Brendan & Suzanne Mulshine
Ms. Cherilyn G. Murer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
The Recording Industry’s 

Music Performance Trust 
Fund

Phyllis Neiman

John Nigh
Carol “Mickey” Norton
Margo & Michael Oberman & 

Family
Julian Oettinger
Cindy Pan & Eric Easterberg
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Pearlman
The Family of Seymour H. 

Persky
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Potter
Rosy & Jose Luis Prado
Andra & Irwin Press
Prince Charitable Trusts
Mrs. Diana Prince
Bonnie Pritchard
Irene D. Pritzker
Mr. & Mrs. William Revelle
Angela Tenta, M.D.
Candy & Gary Ridgway
Burton X. & Sheli Rosenberg
Mr. Paul Earle &  

Ms. Ellen Rudnick

George & Terry Rose Saunders
Curt G. Schmitt
Alan Schriesheim &  

Kay Torshen 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. L. Senior
Surendra & Dorothie Shah
Mr. & Mrs. Alejandro Silva
Adele Simmons
Larry G. Simpson
The Siragusa Family 

Foundation
Patricia Arrington Smythe
Joan M. Solbeck
The Solti Foundation U.S.
Carol Sonnenschein Sadow
Ellen & Jim Stirling
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Struthers
Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Tatar
Ms. Carla M. Thorpe
Mr. Michael Tobin, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Turner
Mrs. Henry Underwood
Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Van Nice
Scott D. Vandermyde
David J. Varnerin

Albert R. Walavich
Dan & Patty Walsh
Gary T. Walther
Alan & Harriet Weinstein
Kim & Miles D. White
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson
Priscilla T. Yu
Anne Zenzer &  

Dominick DeLuca

PATRON
$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous (9)
Mr. & Mrs. William Adams IV
Mr. Gerald Adelman
Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Allie
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Arensman
Richard & Harriet Arons
Susan & Bob ArthurFund
Margaret Atherton &  

Robert Schwarz
Ms. & Mr. Rana & Albert Baladi

Robert S. Bartolone
Patrick J. Bitterman
Mr. & Mrs. James Bramsen
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Bulley, III
Chapters Executive Board
Mrs. Warren M. Choos
Heinke K. Clark
Dr. Walter S. Melion &  

Dr. John M. Clum
Mr. & Ms. Douglas Cohen
Jane B. Colman
Francesca Cornelli &  

Stuart Bradley
Laura Cox
The Cozad Family
Pamela Crutchfield
Marsha Cruzan &  

Tom McGinnis
The Dancing Skies Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Avrum H. Dannen
Harry & Marianne Dennis
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony 

DiGianfilippo
John Edelman &  

Suzanne Krohn

Lyric is one of the crown jewels of 
Chicago. Having a world-class opera 
helps make us a world-class city and  
I enjoy being part of something that 
does that.
Eitan A.	

“
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Miss Gay Elfline
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Erwin
Anita D. Flournoy
Adrian Foster
Ms. Lili Gaubin
Gerald & Michal Ginsburg
Mr. & Mrs. Stanford Goldblatt
Peter Gotsch
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gray
Greene Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Heinz Grob
Glen & Claire Hackmann
The Blanny A. Hagenah  

Family Fund
Mrs. John M. Hartigan
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Herbst
Kimberlee S. Herold
Dr. Nora Jaskowiak &  

Mr. Matthew Hinerfield
Hinsdale Chapter
Cynthia & Ron Holmberg
Mrs. Richard S. Holson, Jr.
Michael & Leigh Huston
Ronald & Bett Jacquart

Regina Janes
Mary Ann Karris
Nancy Rita Kaz
Marian Kinney
Ms. Sheila Kirscher &  

Mr. John Kirscher
Thomas A. Kmetko &  

Rafael Leon
Dr. & Mrs. Sung-Tao Ko
Eldon & Patricia Kreider
Dr. & Mrs. Ken N. Kuo
Lake Geneva Chapter
Mr. Craig Lancaster &  

Ms. Charlene T. Handler
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lans
Jeffrey & Elise Lennard
Anne & Craig Linn
Knox & Gabrielle Long
Dorette Luke
Laura & Craig Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
John & Etta McKenna
Sheila Medvin

Bill Melamed &  
Jamey Lundblad

Lois Melvoin
David E. Miller
Mary Lou & Jack Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher 

Milliken
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Moore
Rosemary Murgas Charitable 

Living Trust
Near North Chapter
David J. & Dolores D. Nelson
Zehava L. Noah
Renate P. Norum
Pat & Lara Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Patterson
Jean Perkins &  

Leland Hutchinson
Mr. Jeffry Pickus &  

Ms. Mary C. Downie
Jim & Polly Pierce
Harvey R. & Madeleine P. 

Plonsker
Pritzker Pucker Family 

Foundation

Jennifer N. Pritzker
Dennis C. Regan
Charles & Marilynn Rivkin
Carol Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald A. Rolighed
Ms. Mary Rundell
Norman Sackar
Erica L. Sandner
Ms. Inez Saunders
Judy & David Schiffman
Karla Scherer 
Ilene Simmons
Dr. & Mrs. R. John Solaro
Ardath & Connie Solsrud
James A. Staples
Dusan Stefoski & Craig Savage
Doris F. Sternberg
Ralph & Sally Stoll
Roger & Susan Stone Family 

Foundation/Jennifer Stone
Michael & Damona 

Strautmanis
MinSook Suh
Andrea & Mark Taylor

Mr. O. Thomas Thomas &  
Mrs. Sandra Inara Thomas

L. Kristofer Thomsen
Mrs. Theodore D. Tieken
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Toft
Ksenia A. & Peter Turula
Aris Urbanes & Bill Hulsker
Frances & Peter Vandervoort
Raita Vilnins
Benjamin Wasmuth
Pam & David Waud
Dr. Catherine L. Webb
Marilee & Richard Wehman
Michael Welsh &  

Linda Brummer
Judith Whellan
Howard S. White
Stephen R. Winters
Mark & Randi Woodworth
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Woolever
Mr. Richard Wren
Owen & Linda Youngman

PARTNER
$4,000 to $4,999
Sandra M. Bass
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew K. Block
John Blosser
Dr. Peter & Beverly Ann 

Conroy
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Denison
John Anthony Gable &  

Zoe Quan
Dr. Ruth Grant &  

Dr. Howard Schwartz
Ms. Diana Guarin
Stephen D. Holmes
Judith L. Kaufman
Stavros Maltezos
Mrs. John H. McDermott
Dr. Joe Piszczor
Mrs. Elke Rehbock
Saul & Sarah Rosen
Sherie Coren Shapiro
Bill & Harlan Shropshire
Oscar Tatosian, Jr.
Gayle & Glenn R. Tilles
Phil & Paula Turner
Suzanne L. Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. Brien Wloch
Sarah R. Wolff & Joel L. 

Handelman

DEVOTEE
$3,000 to $3,999
Anonymous (7)
Peri M. Altan
Ms. Jane Ambler
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Baldwin
Barbara Barzansky
Bastian Voice Institute
Ms. Bernice Bigelow
Ms. Sheila Burke

Mr. Henry Clark &  
Mrs. Elizabeth Simon

Elaine Collina
Ms. Elaine Cue
Robert Curley
Hon. Barbara Flynn Currie
Ms. Sarah Demet
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Diamond
Bernard J. & Sally Dobroski
Susan Duehl
Deane Ellis
Thomas & Jean Evans
Suja Finnerty
Marvin Fletcher
Stephen & Rosamund Forrest
Ms. Irene M. Fox
Arthur L. Frank, M.D.
Patricia H. Gates
Nancy S. Gerrie
Motoko Goto
Annemarie H. Gramm
Mary E. Hallman
Mr. & Mrs. M. Hill Hammock
Mrs. O. J. Heestand, Jr.
Dr. Allen W. Heinemann &  

Dr. William Borden
Humanist Fund
John G. & Betty C. Jacobs
Ms. Marian Klaus
Tod Kovara
Erica Kuhlmann
Marc & Franziska Lacher
Frederic S. Lane
Lannan Foundation
Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory L. Melchor
Pamela G. Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Craig R. Milkint
John H. Nelson
Carol M. Nigro
Penny J. Obenshain
Mr. & Mrs. James J. O’Connor
Drs. Funmi & Sola Olopade
Jonathan F. Orser
Sandra & Michael Perlow
Karen & Richard Pigott
Mary & Joseph Plauche
Mr. Tim Pontarelli
Edward & Leah Reicin
Alicia Reyes & Rathin Datta
Riverside Chapter
Dr. Cynthia J. Sanders &  

Mr. Otis Sanders
Dr. Phyllis W. Shafron &  

Mr. Ethan Lathan
Mrs. Charles Shea
Ms. Fay Shong &  

Mr. Tracy Mehr
Tracy Singer
Ms. Catherine E. Stewart
Pam & Russ Strobel
Geraldine L. Szymanski

The magnificent fire curtain will rise 
yet again on the passionate singing, 
spectacular sets, and world-class 
Orchestra of Lyric Opera of Chicago. 
Nancy C.

“
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Mr. Charles Todd &  
Mr. Mario Cervantes

Marisela Varela, MD
Kathryn Voland-Mann &  

Robert Mann
Louis Weber
G. Marc & Tracy S. Whitehead
Claudia Winkler
F. C. Winters

ADVOCATE
$2,000 to $2,999
Anonymous (3)
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Aaron 
Andrew Abbott &  

Susan Schlough
Duncan Alexander & Kit Keane
Mrs. Judy Allen
Ms. Mary C. Allen
Evelyn Alter
Ms. Joanne B. Alter
Ms. Jill Althage
William & Marjorie Bardeen
Barrington & Northwest 

Suburban Chapter
Mrs. Arthur Billings
Mrs. John R. Blair
Ann Blickensderfer
Ms. Virginia Boehme
Dr. H. Constance Bonbrest
Laurence & Patricia Booth
Mrs. Fred Bosselman
Richard Boyum & Louie Chua
Daniel A. & Leona B. 

Bronstein.
Ms. Kathryn Y. Brown
Mrs. Carol Brusslan
Meghan & Dan Burns
Ms. Pamela A. Cabeen
Christopher Carlo &  

Robert Chaney
James W. Chamberlain
Sei Ok Oh Chung
Jean M. Cocozza
Mrs. Christina Collins
Stevie Conlon & Sue Skau
Gary Crosby
Kathy Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Durkes
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Elden
Cherelynn A. Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Evanich
Jim & Elizabeth Fanuzzi
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Faulhaber
Mr. William R. Fenner
Penny Friedman
Firestone Family Foundation
Franklin Philanthropic 

Foundation
Dr. Lucy Freund
Gaylord & William Gieseke
Hugh & Doris Gilbert
Mr. & Mrs. John Ginascol

Glencoe-Wilmette Chapter
Cai Glushak & Martin DiCrisci
Alfred G. Goldstein
Dr. Deirdre Dupre &  

Dr. Robert Golub
Jerry Goodman
Solomon Gutstein
Clay & Claire Hardon
Mr. & Mrs. Julian W. Harvey
Dr. & Mrs. David Jerome 

Hayden
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Heidenry
Ms. Elizabeth Hoffman
Jackie & James Holland
Mr. Thomas Hudak
Robert & Sandra Ireland
Hiromi Ishikawa
Mr. & Mrs. John Arthur 

Johnson
Dr. Sara T. Junya, MD
Drs. Perry & Elena Kamel
Wayne S. & Lenore M. Kaplan
Dr. Joon Kim MD
Mr. & Mrs. Joe King
Diana & Neil King
Frank & Alice Kleinman
Mary Klyasheff
James K. Genden° &  

Alma Koppedraijer
Richard Kron &  

Deborah Bekken
Thomas P. Kuczwara
Markian J. Kuzycz, MD
Jeanne LaDuke
Peter N. Lagges, Jr.
Howard & Carolyn Sue Landon
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Leff
Eileen Leiderman &  

Ben L. Brener
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Leopold
Barry Lesht & Kay Schichtel
Lloyd R. Loback
Craig & Jane Love
Ms. Kurtice C. Luther
William Mason & Diana Davis
Mr. Donald Maves
Ann & Philip May
William & Jeanine McCole
Thomas J. McCormick
Marilyn McCoy &  

Charles R. Thomas
Martina M. Mead &  

Michael T. Gorey
Claretta Meier
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Mills
Robert & Lois Moeller
Charles Moore
Robert Moriarty
Nancy A. Nichols
Gayla & Ed Nieminen
Janis Wellin Notz &  

John K. Notz, Jr.

Marjory M. Oliker
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Olson
Jeff O’Neill
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce L. Ottley
Luis A. Pagan-Carlo, M.D.
Joan L. Pantisios
George R. Paterson &  

Allen J. Frantzen
Bohdan Pauk &  

Donald Carnahan
Mr. & Mrs. John Pepe
Norman & Lorraine Perman
Shirley Pfenning &  

Robert J. Wilczek
Lyneta Grap Piela
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Pohl
Mrs. Carol Pollock
Mr. David Quell
Dr. & Mrs. Don Randel

John Reppy
Alicia & Myron Resnick
Mary Robins
Maggie Rock & Rod Adams
Susan B. Rubnitz
Sharon Salveter &  

Stephan Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. Sawyier
Daphne Schneider
Susan H. Schwartz
Thomas & Judy Scorza
Jim & Joan Sears
Nancy Silberman
The Sondheimer Family  

Charitable Foundation
Carol D. Stein & James Sterling
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Straus 

Walter & Caroline Sueske 
Charitable Trust

Anne Taft
James Talano
Carl & Marilynn Thoma
Mr. & Mrs. Harold B. Tobin
Joanne Tremulis
Dulcie L. Truitt
Mr. & Mrs. Michael I. Vender
James Verraster
Todd & Cari Vieregg

Caroline C. Wheeler
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence W. Wick
Mr. Lee Wille
Chip & Jean Wood
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Yowell
Francesca Zambello

AFICIONADO
$1,000 to $1,999
Anonymous (19)
Mr. & Mrs. Sherwin D. Abrams
Ann Acker
M. Bruce A. Adamec
Mr. David R. Adler
Judith A. Akers
Giustino Albanese
Robert Albert
Ginny Alberts-Johnson &  

Lance Johnson

Dr. & Mrs. Carl H. Albright
Mr. Charles Alcaraz &  

Dr. Liana Tremmel
Carnot & Luceile Allen 

Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald F. Altman
Sheila & James Amend
Patricia Ames
David Anderson
Doris W. Angell
Dr. Michael Angell
Dr. Edward Applebaum &  

Dr. Eva Redel
Drs. Vijayalakshmi &  

Bapu Arekapudi
Angela Arnott
Ms. Maribeth Babler
Shirley M. Ballak
Mr. Stan Balog
Patrick & Mariterese Balthrop
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Banks
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Barrett
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Baum
Patricia Bayerlein &  

Michael Hoffman
Priscilla & Anthony Beadell
W.C. Beatty
Mr. & Ms. Beck

Opera makes me feel connected to 
human history—all of the emotions and 
experiences and wonder of our creative 
existence, refined and expressed over 
millennia. 
Thomas G.

“
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Elizabeth Beck
Martha Bell
Daniel J. Bender
Roy C. Bergstrom
Dr. Leonard & Phyllis Berlin
Kyle & Marge Bevers
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Bible
Jerry & Kathy Biederman
Mr. & Mrs. John Bienko
Richard Blackwell &  

Linda Christianson
Elaine & Harold Blatt
Dr. Debra Zahay Blatz
Ms. Elizabeth Blinderman
Mr. & Mrs. Albert H. Bloom
E. M. Bluhm
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Blumen
D. Jeffrey & Joan H. 

Blumenthal
Terence & Mary Jeanne Bolger
Robert & Anne Bolz  

Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. David Bomier
Mr. & Mrs. Thaddeus M. Bond, Sr.

Anastasia Boucouras
Donald F. Bouseman
Michael Bradie
Mr. & Mrs. Eric 

Brandfonbrener
Christopher J. Brathwaite
Giovanna & Joseph Breu
Mr. & Mrs. Edward H. Bruske III
Warren & Patricia Buckler
Stephen & Elizabeth Geer
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald P. Budzik
Howard & Moira Buhse
Mr. Jack Buoscio
George J. Burrows
Philip Charles Burton
Ms. Bonnie Bush
Robert J. Callahan
Mrs. Jane Calvin
Cathleen Cameron
William Cape
William & Gina Carithers
Walter & Nancy Carlson
Stephen H. Carr &  

Virginia McMillan Carr

Mr. Rowland W. Chang
Mrs. Beatrice Chapman
Mr. Donald Clark
Ms. Nancy J. Clawson
Ms. Betty L. Cleeland
Margery & Robert Coen
Dr. Edward A. Cole &  

Dr. Christine A. Rydel
Maryclaire Collins
Dr. Frank F. Conlon
Katherine Hutter Coyner
Stuart Creason
Ms. Patricia S. Crise
Czarkowski Family
Silvija & John Danielson
Sally Davidson
Patty Litton Delony
Jon W. DeMoss
Mr. & Mrs. John DeWolf
Rosanne Diamond
Mr. & Mrs. Roger F. Dickinson
Sara Dix
Ms. Louise Dixon
Mariclaire & Lowell Dixon

Mrs. Ruth B. Doninger
Mr. & Mrs. Ramsey B. Donnell
Mr. & Ms. Thomas Donnelley
Maureen Dooley
Ms. Jill Dougherty
Tom Draski
Susan Duda
Mr. & Mrs. Frank A. Dusek
Ms. Roma Dybalski
Kimberly A. Eberlein
Barbara & John Eckel
Hugh & Jackie Edfors
Paula Elliott
Bob Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Ellis
Paul Epner & Janet Gans Epner 
Roberta Evans 
James Fitzgerald
Ms. Karen E. Flanagan
R. Michael Flores, MD &  

Prof. Alan Grigg
Nona C. Flores
Paul Fong
Ms. Ashley L. Ford

Mr. Lance Fortnow
Eloise C. Foster
Penny & John Freund
Diane Tkach & James Freundt
Raymond A. Frick, Jr.
Priscilla & Henry Frisch
Mr. & Mrs. Dale J. Garber
Carolyn & Stephen 

Geldermann
William Georgis
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Gepson
Gregory Geuther
Melinda Gibson
Mrs. Patricia Gill
Cindy Gilmore
Gay L. Girolami
David L. Gitomer
Barbara & Norman Gold
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Golden
Amy & Michael Gordon
Mr. Andrew Gore
Enid Goubeaux
Dr. Steven A. Gould
Mr. & Mrs. Delmon Grapes
Ginger Griffin
John R. Grimes
Patricia Grogan
Robert Grover
Carl Halperin
Charles Hample & Frances Bly
Dean P. Hansen
Michael G. Hansen &  

Nancy E. Randa
Sue Hanson
Charles Hanusin
Daggett Harvey
Sheila Ann Hegy
Robert & Raynelle Heidrick
Ross & Andrea Heim
Robert Heitsch
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Herzog
Dr. & Mrs. Charles W. High
Thomas W. & Helen C. Hill
Edward C. Hirschland
Mr. Joseph Hogan
Jim & Wanda Hollensteiner
George R. Honig, M.D. &  

Olga Weiss
Janice Honigberg
Larry & Ann Hossack
Mr. & Mrs. R. Thomas Howell, Jr.
Dr. Wei Hsueh
Carrie & Gary Huff
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Huizenga
Amy Hutchison
Merle L. Jacob
Charlene Jacobsen
Kirk, Cheryl & Hannah 

Jaglinski
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. James
Ms. Cynthia J. Jameson
Judy Hughes Janowiak
Norman Jeddeloh

Don & Susan Jeffers
Kim Jenson & Tom Elsen
Jerry & Judy Johansen
Maryl R. Johnson, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Johnston
Dr. Peter H. Jones &  

Marian M. Pearcy
Michael Kalata
Marianne E. Kalinke
Anita J. Kallman
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kearney
Mr. Peter Keehn
Larry M. Keer, M.D.
Patricia Kersey &  

Charles Erlichman
Mr. Basil Kezios &  

Ms. Carole L. Heiman-Kezios
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. King
Gordon & Carolyn Kirk
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Kittle-

Kamp
Diane F. Klotnia
Emily & Christopher Knight
Emil J. & Marie D. Kochton 

Foundation 
Edward & Adrienne Kolb
William Konczyk &  

Stanley Conlon
John Koski
Ms. Constance A. Kozikowski
Stephen Kraft
Mr. & Mrs. Jordan Krugel
Dr. Axel Kunzmann &  

Mr. Bruce J. Nelson
Mr. Arthur Ladenburger
Laimonis & Kristina Laimins
Ms. Nataskia S. Lampe
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Langrehr
David Larsen
Harold & Neysa Laughlin
Laurie Lawton
Mr. & Mrs. Young I. Lee
Laurence Leive
Dominique Leonardi
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Letarte
Mrs. Nancy Levi
David Levinson & Kathy Kirn
Dr. Judith Lichtenstein
Mr. James Liechty
Al & Patricia Linnerud
Lawrence Lipking
Caroline P. Lippert
Sherry & Mel Lopata
Michael A. LoVallo Esq.
Wayne R. Lueders
Lutz Family Foundation
Gary MacDougal
Edward Mack
Jeffrey & Paula Malak
Cantor Andrea Rae Markowicz
Mr. & Mrs. Miles Marsh
Anna Mattson
Dr. & Mrs. John E. Mazuski

Lyric is where we learned to love opera 
for the past 25 years and holds a special 
place for us, and we want to ensure the 
quality of the art form perseveres.
Lance and Marcy F.

“
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Due to space limitations, we are unable to list all of the generous donors who support Lyric Opera of Chicago.  
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to each and every one who enable us to fulfill our mission. 
This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by September 1, 2022.

Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Mesrobian
Barb & Bob Meyer
Ms. Nancy Meyerson
Mr. Joseph Michalak
Michuda Construction, Inc.
Barry and Sharon Millman
Vee Minarich
Mr. & Mrs. David Mintzer
Lee & Barbara Mitchell
William Mondi
Steven Montner & Scott Brown
Mark Moore
Noel & Michele Moore
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Moore IV
Lloyd Morgan
John A. Morrison
John S. Mrowiec &  

Dr. Karen L. Granda
J. Thomas Mullen
Mary Anne Lynskey &  

John F. Mullins
Dr. John S. & Nan D. Munn
Chris & Eileen Murphy
Mr. George Murphy
Thomas Myles
Ms. Mary Nair
Dr. Belverd Needles &  

Dr. Marian Powers
Dr. Gilberto S. Neri Jr, MD
Lenz & Eva Neuhauser
Jeffrey Nichols
Eleanor A. Nicholson
Robert Nichlson
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Nocchiero
Jim & Gladys Nutt
Gail O’Gorman
Irmgard & Keith Olson
Mr. Michael K. Oman
Mrs. Virginia A. O’Neill
Ms. Alexandra Oprescu
Ms. Leslie Osterberg &  

Mr. Lawrence Osterberg
Gerald L. Padbury
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Paddock
Mr. John G. Palfrey &  

Mrs. Catherine A. Carter
Mr. Tomas Palubinskas
Edmond Parker
Bruce & Nancy Payne
Lorna & Ellard Pfaelzer
William & Meg Phelan
Mr. Joseph Phillips
John J. W. Plampin

Peter Polak
Sherry McFall &  

Kenneth Porrello
Mrs. Charlene Posner &  

Mr. Richard Posner
Matous Ptacek
Susan Rabe
Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains
Dorothy V. Ramm
Jeffrey Rappin & Penny Brown
Dr. & Mrs. Pradeep Rattan
Mrs. Mary Read &  

Mr. Ross Read
Mr. Daniel Real
James T. & Karen C. Reid
Jerry & Carole Ringer
Elizabeth Rochford
Gabriel & Beth Rodriguez
Anita Rogers
Trisha Rooney
Mr. Samuel Rosenberg &  

Dr. Karen Altay
Dr. & Mrs. Ricardo Rosenkranz
Babette Rosenthal
Lorelei Rosenthal
Drs. Ronald & Linda Rosenthal
Marsha & Robert Rosner
Mrs. & Mr. Kay C. Rossiter
Maija Rothenberg
Drs. Cynthia & Gary Ruoff
Eugene W. Rzym
Dr. & Mrs. Hans Sachse
John Sagos
Richard H. Sanders
Robert & Mary Ann Savard
Patricia Schaefer
Mary T. Schafer
Mrs. Rosita M. Schloss
Rita Schnell
The Schroeder Foundation
Julie Schwertfeger &  

Alexander Zajczenko
Mr. John Beldon Scott &  

Ms. Katherine H. Tachau
Judy & John Scully
Dr. Itai Seggev &  

Dr. Dara Goldman°
Jane A. Shapiro
Myron & Beverly Shapiro
David Shayne
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Shea
Kate Sheehan
Thomas & Pamela Sheffield

Ms. Shannon Shin
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Shoenberger
Carolyn M. Short
Cherie Shreck
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth I. Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. Frank M. Sims
Margles Singleton
Barbara Smith &  

Timothy Burroughs
Melissa & Chuck Smith
Louise K. Smith
Larry & Marge Sondler
Dr. & Mrs. Hugo Sonnenschein
Carole & Bob Sorensen

Ron Bauer & Michael Spencer
Spertus Family Fund
Dr. & Mrs. Eric M. Spratford
Ms. Julie Staley
Scott G. & Beth F.J. Stephenson
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Sterkin
Mr. Albert Stipes
Mr. Lawrence Stone
Lorna P. Straus
Charles Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Tarcov
Mr. Charles A. Tausche
Susan C Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Taylor
Cheryl L. Thaxton
Linda & Ronald Thisted
William Novshek &  

Lynda Thoman
Andrew J. Thomas, M.D.
Myron & Karen Hletko Tiersky
Ms. Janis Tomecek
Mr. & Ms. Kok-Chi Tsim
Mr. James W. Tucker
Mr. & Mrs. R. P. Turcotte
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Tyner
Eric Vaang
Manuel S. Valderrama
Mr. Peter Vale
Dr. & Mrs. Jay Van Cura

Marlene A. Van Skike
A & T Vavasis Philanthropic 

Fund
Henrietta Vepstas
John N. Vinci
Ms. Lidia B. Vitello
Mrs. Barbara Vlack
Robert & Camille Von Dreele
Ms. Lucinda Wakeman
Douglas & Priscilla Walter
Richard & Barbara Waxman
Audrey Weaver
Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Wehrle
Richard & Karen Weiland

Susan & Arvin Weindruch
Mr. Glen Weisberg
Tamra & Jack Weiss
Elizabeth Welsh
Mr. & Mrs. Melville W. Wendell
Dr. & Mrs. Dennis K. Wentz
Dr. & Mrs. Robert D. Wertz
Patricia H. & William H. 

Wheeler
Margaret & Brian White
James L. Wilson &  

Pamela D. Toler
Charles B. Wolf
Ted & Peggy Wolff
Christopher & Julie Wood
Kathleen Arthur &  

Stephen Wood
Susan & Larry Yellen
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak &  

James C. Kemmerer
Michael & Judy Zeddies
William Ziemann
Jacalyn Zimmerman
Miroslaw Zienkiewicz

°Deceased

Opera is joy and we are so fortunate to 
have Lyric to provide it!
Sherie S. 

“
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Commemorative gifts

IN MEMORY OF
Dorothy Avedisian	  

from Meghan & Dan Burns

John R. Blair	  
from Mrs. John R. Blair

Mehroo Bhote & Maureen 
Glassberg 
from Evelyn Alter

David Carpenter 
from Sylvia Neil and Daniel 
Fischel 

Jim Genden 
from Suzanne L. Wagner

Thomas W. Hill 
from Helen C. Hill

Howard E. Jessen & 
Susanne C. Jessen 

from the Jessen Family

Rowena Kelley 
from Laura Cox, Clay & 
Claire Hardon

William Laird Kleine-Ahlbrandt 
from Sheila Ann Hegy

Ardis Krainik 
from Elizabeth Welsh

Florence McMillan 
from Patrick & Mariterese 
Balthrop, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew 
K. Block, Patrick G. & Shirley 
Welsh Ryan, Lisbeth Stiffel, 
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel & 
John H. Krehbiel, Jr., The 
Crown Family

Hugo Melvoin 
from Lois Melvoin 

Sarah and Peer Pedersen 
from Mr. & Mrs. James 
Bramsen

Bella Perlman 
from an Anonymous Donor

Kenneth Pigott 
from Mariclaire & Lowell 
Dixon

Joan L. Richards 
from Craig Sirles

Gianna Rolandi 
from William Brock, Howard 
L. Gottlieb & Barbara G. Greis, 
The Richard P. & Susan 
Kiphart Family 

Ronald Rolighed 
from Mrs. Ronald A. 
Rolighed

Devin Shafron 
from Dr. Phyllis W. Shafron &  
Mr. Ethan Lathan

Deborah Sobol 
from Mr. Rowland W. Chang

Violet Staley 
from the Henry M. Staley 
Charitable Trust

Edward & Constance Wachs 
from Kenneth & Marcia Dam

Joseph & Elizabeth Walczak 
from Cheryl Walczak

Nancy Wald 
from the Humanist Fund

Dr. Alan J. Ward, PhD, ABPP 
from Louella Krueger Ward 

Sarita Warshawsky 

Edward T. Zasadil 
from Larry G. Simpson 

IN HONOR OF
Evelyn Crews 

from Sam Crews

Angela DeStefano 
from Anne P. Hokin

Stephen Dunbar 
from Thomas M. Cleary 

Renée Fleming 
from Patrick G. & Shirley  
Welsh Ryan

Anthony Freud 
from Robin Angly & Miles 
Smith, Francesca Zambello

Gael Neeson 
from Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gray

Mary Galvin 
from Mr. & Mrs. James G. Ellis

Marion Cameron-Gray & Doug 
Gray 
from an anonymous donor, 
Susan & Bob Arthur, Donna 
Van Eekeren, Lee & Barbara 
Mitchell, Blythe Jaski 
McGarvie, Mr. & Mrs. Miles 
Marsh, Robert Moriarty, 
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel, 
Alan Schriesheim,  
Kay Torshen

Karen Gray-Krehbiel 
from Norman & Virginia 
Bobins/The Robert Thomas 
Bobins Foundation, Dr. Kris 
& Mrs. Trisha Rooney Alden,  
Mrs. James N. Bay

Caroline Huebner 
from Don & Abby Funk, 
Margaret & Brian White,  
Mrs. James N. Bay

Caroline & Charlie Huebner 
from Mr. & Mrs. John 
Ginascol

Elizabeth Hurley, Deborah
Hare, and Lawrence DePilar 

from Barbara Gold 

Lori Ann Komisar and 
Morris Silverman  

from Barbara Gold

Allan & Elaine Muchin 
from Richard & Barbara 
Waxman

Sylvia Neil 
from Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. 
Weinberg

Sue Niemi 
from Elaine & Harold Blatt

Greg O’Leary & Pat Kenney 
from Suzanne L. Wagner

Jane Pigott 
from an Anonymous Donor

Shirley and Patrick Ryan 
from Brendan & Suzanne 
Mulshine, Robert & Penelope 
Steiner

Mary Selander 
from Don & Abby Funk

Jon Siner 
from Mr. & Mrs. Edward  
S. Mills

Meaghan Stainback 
from John Edelman &  
Suzanne Krohn 

Liz Stiffel 
from Mrs. James N. Bay

Marilee Wehman 
from Patrick G. & Shirley  
Welsh Ryan

Joan Weiss 
from Mr. & Ms. Thomas 
Donnelley

Women’s Board Members’ 
Birthdays 
from Mr. & Mrs. Scott Santi

Gifts of $1,000 and above contributed in the name of a friend,  
loved one, or colleague are a unique expression of thoughtfulness.

This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by September 1, 2022.
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Artistic roster

SOPRANOS
Melody Betts
Teresa Castillo
Renée Fleming 
Alaysha Fox
Marya Grandy
Debbie Gravitte 
Kathryn Henry
Kathryn Lewek
Alexandra LoBianco
Emily Pulley
Gabriella Reyes
Lindsey Reynolds
Golda Schultz
Alexandria Shiner
Heidi Stober
Denis Vélez
Rachel Willis-Sørensen
Tamara Wilson

MEZZO-SOPRANOS
Katherine Beck
Austen Danielle Bohmer 
J’Nai Bridges
Kayleigh Decker
Katherine DeYoung
Hannah Fernandes
Samantha Hankey
Joy Hermalyn
Maya Jacobson 
Madison Kauffman
Rebecca Keeshin
Omi Lichtenstein 
Lauren Marcus 
Clémentine Margaine
Michaela Martens 
Catherine Martin
Sarah Mesko
Zoie Reams
Liliana Renteria
Stephanie Sanchez
Estella McCarthy Schultz

COUNTERTENORS
John Holiday
Randall Scotting

TENORS
Lawrence Brownlee
Ryan Capozzo
Charles Castronovo
Dominick Chenes
Terrence Chin-Loy
Martin Luther Clark
Joshua Guerrero
Lunga Eric Hallam
Adam Kaplan
Ruchir Khazanchi
Sam Linda
Alejandro Luévanos
Will Mobley
Michael Nigro 
Tommy Novak
Drew Redington 
Issachah Savage
Richard Trey Smagur
Taylor Stayton
Russell Thomas
Matthew Vickers

BARITONES
David Benoit
Ian Paul Custer
Norman Garrett
Rod Gilfry
Igor Golovatenko
Gordon Hawkins
Joshua Hopkins
Mark David Kaplan
Quinn Kelsey
Michael Kingston
Andrei Kymach
Will Liverman
Lucia Lucas 
Andrew Manea
Laureano Quant
Ian Rucker
Daniel Scofield
Steven Skybell 
Alfred Walker

BASS-BARITONES
Hidenori Inoue
Nicholas Newton
Christian Van Horn

BASSES
Matthew Anchel
Dmitriy Belosselskiy
Peixin Chen
Ron Dukes
Soloman Howard
Mirco Palazzi
Wm. Clay Thompson

SPEAKING ROLES
William Brown
Michael Kingston
Bill McGough
Jeff Parker

NON-SPEAKING ROLES
Joshua Moaney  
Sean Michael Williams 

SOLO DANCERS
Carl Ponce Cubero
Shane Dickson
Derek Ege
Michael Fernandez
Marcus Hardy
Christopher Kelley
Drew Lewis
Michael Francis McBride
Alex Meeth
Tyler Okunski
Oz Shoshan
Mateus Sobral Barbosa da Silva
James Monroe Stevko

CONDUCTORS
Kazem Abdullah
Kedrick Armstrong
Sir Andrew Davis 
Kimberly Grigsby
Enrique Mazzola
Henrik Nánási

DIRECTORS
Eric Einhorn 
Richard Jones
Barrie Kosky
Marie Lambert
Rajendra Ramoon Maharaj
David McVicar
Louisa Muller
Yuval Sharon
Bartlett Sher
Kathleen Smith Belcher 
Axel Weidauer

ASSOCIATE  
DIRECTORS
Alexander Gedeon
Esteban Muñoz

CHORUS MASTER
Michael Black

CHILDREN’S CHORUS 
MASTER
Josephine Lee

CHOREOGRAPHERS
Rena Butler 
Linda Dobell
Andrew George  
Silvano Marraffa 
Stephanie Martinez
Otto Pichler
August Tye

BALLET MISTRESS
August Tye

FIGHT 
CHOREOGRAPHERS
Chuck Coyl
Nicholas Sandys

The American Guild of Musical 
Artists, AFL-CIO (AGMA), is the union 
that represents the singers, dancers, 
actors, and staging personnel at 
Lyric Opera of Chicago.
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Lyric staff
Development 
Anna Mattson, Vice President, 

Development 
Scott Podraza, 

Senior Director, Fund for Lyric 
and Development Operations

Claire Ryan, CFRE, Director, 
Development Operations

Nate Groonwald,  
Philanthropy Officer

Lauren Harrison,  
Philanthropy Officer 

Chelsea Lauing, Philanthropy 
Officer, Institutional Partnerships

Tara Lenardi, Grants Manager 
Meghan Pioli, Associate Director  

of the Fund for Lyric
Aaron Sorensen, Development 

Operations Manager
Paul D. Sprecher,  

Philanthropy Officer
Alec Perlow, Development Associate
Kassandra Hernandez, Development 

Services Coordinator
Kitty Schwartz, Fund for Lyric 

Coordinator 
Mason Stahl, Development Services 

Coordinator 

Kate Sheehan, Vice President for  
Principal Gifts 

Lawrence DelPilar, Senior Director 
of Development, Principal Gifts

Kendria Perry-Madden,  
Senior Director of Development, 
Principal Gifts

Linda Macias, 
Associate Director, Principal Gifts

Mike Biver,  
Senior Director of Gift Planning 

Jonathan P. Siner, Senior Director  
of Gift Planning

Jennifer Mindrum,  
Associate Director of Gift Planning

Deborah Hare, Senior Director of 
the Boards and Special Events

Marisa Lerman, Fundraising Events 
Manager

Nick Roman, Manager, Boards
Allison VerSteegh, 

Special Events Associate
Jonah Levi-Paesky, Coordinator, 

Boards, Guild Board, Chapters, 
and Lyric Young Professionals

Lydia Spettel, Coordinator, Boards, 
Women’s Board and Ryan Opera 
Center Board

Sara Tye, Special Events Coordinator
Kate Stirling-Vance, Wine Auction 

Coordinator

Marketing and Communications
Paul Gunning,Vice President and 

Chief Marketing Officer
Janie Ragsdale, Marketing and 

Public Relations Coordinator

Tracy Galligher Young, Senior 
Director, Marketing & Audience 
Development

Brittany Gonzalez Camuy,  
Director of Group Sales and 
Partnerships

David Nutt, Director of Sales  
and Advertising

Jake Fruend,  
Graphic Design Specialist 

Hannah Cremin,  
Group Sales Associate 

Jessica Pedroza, Marketing Creative 
Project Associate

Victoria Pizzuto, Marketing Associate, 
Advertising & Promotions 

Holly H. Gilson, Senior Director, 
Communications

Michael Solomon,  
Director of Media Relations

David Zivan, Lead Writer & Editor

Brad Dunn, Senior Director  
of Digital Initiatives

Michael Musick,  
Director of Digital Marketing

Samantha Berger,  
Website Content Manager

Erik Dohner, Digital Marketing 
Manager, Fundraising

Amanda Reitenbach, Manager  
of Social Media and Content

John Renfroe, Associate Director of 
Ticketing and Analytics

Andrew Cioffi,  
Digital Content Producer

Shannan Moore,  
Digital Marketing Associate

Ticketing Department/ 
Audience Services
Susan Harrison Niemi, Senior 

Director of Audience Services
Laura Chalmers, Associate Director, 

Tessitura & Ticketing 
Rosemary Walsh, Sales Manager, 

Customer Service & Call Center 
Achilles Bezanis,  

VIP Ticketing Associate
Emily Brink,  

VIP Ticketing Coordinator

Zachary Adams 
Kathy Butera
Madeline Curtin
Emily DePalma
Sophia Formella  
Stephanie Gubin
Andrew Morstein
Joseph Ryan
Avery Sujkowski  
Kenni Ther 
Aren Thompson
William Vallandigham
Celia Williams 
Maria Wojtas  

Ticket Staff

ADMINISTRATION
Roberta Lane, Chief Financial and 

Administrative Officer 

Finance
Vincente F. Milianti,  

Vice President, Finance
Whitney Bercek, Controller
Nancy Ko, Accounting Manager
Jesus Castro, Accounts Payable Lead 
Faye Eisenberg, Staff Accountant
Erin Johnson,  

Advancement Budget Analyst
Idalia Andrade,  

Accounts Payable Associate
Angela Coleman,  

Accounts Payable Associate
Zachary Kurzenberger,  

Financial Analyst

LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO
Anthony Freud, OBE,
General Director, President  

& CEO, The Women’s Board 
Endowed Chair

Enrique Mazzola, Music Director, 
John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols 
Endowed Chair

Renée Fleming, Special Projects 
Advisor

Drew Landmesser, Deputy 
General Director and Chief 
Operating Officer 

Elizabeth Hurley, 
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Roberta Lane, Chief Financial and 
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Matthew Ozawa, Chief Artistic 
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Paul Gunning,  
Vice President and Chief 
Marketing Officer

Jennifer E. Boyd, Vice President,  
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Robert C. Goodwin,  
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The Ryan Opera Center Board 
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David Barcena
Patricia Bell
Robin Bell
Dominic Bialecki
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Rory McQuillan
Johnny Rivers
Chase Torringa
Luigi Trupiano
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Michael Bensancon 
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P. and Susan Kiphart  
Endowed Chair
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Emily Santiago
Rachel Stiles
Pat Tomlinson
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Production 
Rachel A. Tobias, Production 

Stage Manager 
Katrina Bachus
Kristen Barrett
Alaina Bartkowiak
Jordan Lee Braun
David Toulson 

Assistant Stage Directors
Katrina Bachus
Alaina Bartkowiak
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Stage Managers
Katrina Bachus
Kristen Barrett
Alaina Bartkowiak
Gina Hays
Sandra Moore
Daniel Sokalski
Peggy Stenger
Amy C. Thompson
Bill Walters 
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WHAT IS YOUR ROLE HERE 
AT LYRIC, AND HOW LONG 
HAVE YOU BEEN IN THIS 
POSITION?
I am Lyric’s chorus master. The role 
of the chorus master is ostensibly to 
teach the music to the chorus, but 
beyond that it is to shape the music 
and to inform the group of the role 
their music plays in the opera. So we 

go through language in great detail, and we learn the notes, the 
framing, and the dynamics. But working on the color of the music 
is also so important. The chorus should have an informed sense 
of what is going on in the opera, both musically and dramatically. 
Most of my work is done in the rehearsal room, and then I hand 
them over to the staging crew, and they add in all the acting and 
movement, and the conductor does the final detailing of their 
performance. But I continue to hone the work of the chorus 
through opening night and at each of the performances.
	 I first came to Lyric in a part-time role for the 2011/12 Season 
and then started in this full-time role in the 2013/14 Season. This is 
my tenth season as Lyric’s chorus master.

WHAT KEEPS YOU COMMITTED TO THE WORK YOU DO? 
I love music, I have always loved music, and—not surprisingly 
—I continue to love music, so that is the thing that keeps me 
committed to this job. My first postgraduate degree was in 
collaborative piano performance, and I have always loved the 
work of collaborating with other performers.
	 Chicago is such a unique place for singers, one of the few 
cities in the world where a classical singer can make a full-time 
career singing for institutions like Lyric, the CSO, Grant Park 
Music Festival, Music of the Baroque, and at other fine music 
organizations in our city. So it is exciting to work with the caliber 
of singers found here in Chicago.

WHAT LED YOU TO WORK AT LYRIC?
I had just finished working at the Edinburgh Festival and was in 
London when I received an email from Bill Mason, Lyric’s former 
general director, who invited me to apply for the position. I came 
over and auditioned and was lucky enough to be offered the job.

WHAT’S SOMETHING ABOUT YOUR JOB THAT PEOPLE 
MIGHT NOT KNOW? 
Many people might think that the work of the chorus master is 
finished when the music is learned and the opera has its opening 
night. But I am in the wings for every performance, on a two-step 
ladder, holding a miniature light saber in the dark in case I need 
to show someone where the beat is. So I am helping to steer the 
performance backstage as well.

	 The size of the chorus varies for every opera; we have 40 
regular members and an additional 12 in the core supplementary 
chorus we use regularly. But some of the operas this season need 
even more voices in the chorus. Ernani had 60 and for Don Carlos 
we have 84 voices. Les Troyens, Turandot, and Aida are regularly 
done with more than 100 voices, so it is exciting to work with a 
different mix of singers on different operas and scale their voices 
accordingly to the musical needs of each work.

WHAT IS THE MOST CHALLENGING ASPECT  
OF YOUR JOB?
Because we get our work so polished in our music rehearsals, 
the most challenging aspect of my job is working with the chorus 
to achieve that level of perfection once all the dramatic elements 
are added in and they take the stage. They must learn how to 
recreate those perfect sounds while they are acting and dancing 
and moving, then relearn it all again once they are in full costume 
and wigs and makeup. My challenge is constantly trying to push 
the chorus back to that moment of simple perfection in the bare 
rehearsal room. It’s stressful but I thrive on this collaboration with 
our artists in the chorus.

BEYOND OPERA, WHAT ARE YOUR OTHER PASSIONS? 
It’s hard to have other passions since I am here so late for 
performances! But I love movies–every day I have off I try to see a 
film. I have been passionate about movies since my childhood in 
Australia. Here in Chicago, I love going to the Landmark Century 
Centre Cinema at Clark and Diversey. I love a director like Ang 
Lee, who has had such a wide-ranging career trajectory from 
Hulk to Brokeback Mountain to Lust, Caution. The Hours is another 
favorite film of mine – I also loved the book and am looking 
forward to seeing how it works as an opera!

A FAVORITE LYRIC MOMENT? 
There have been times in the rehearsal room where the music 
becomes absolutely perfect, and I cherish those moments. Of the 
shows I’ve worked on, Rusalka in the 2013/14 season and Carousel 
in the 2014/15 season are standouts—both of those productions 
had very small choruses but were simply beautiful experiences. 
I like when the work of the chorus is woven into the fabric of the 
drama—I see that sense of achievement on their faces.
	 I remember on our production of Nabucco in the 2015/16 
season, the chorus blocking changed after the stage rehearsals, 
and the men did not have a chance to rehearse the new blocking 
prior to the final dress rehearsal, and there was catastrophe 
onstage during that dress rehearsal! I had tears streaming down 
my face. We still laugh about it seven years later, how they were 
all crashing into each other.  

People of Lyric Michael Black,
Lyric Opera Chorus Master
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